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Northerners will miss great friend and supporter 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 21) -· The North has lost a great friend and a 
great person with the death of the Honourable Jim Bourque in Ottawa 
October 19, says Premier Don Morin. Mr. Bourque, 60, died of a heart 
attack while visiting the city on business. 

"This is a great loss for myself personally and for all northerners," said Mr. Morin. "Jim 
worked very hard on behalf of all of the people in the North. He was honest, well liked,
and well respected. Everyone who knew him knew him as a fair man who believed in the 
rights of all people, who treated everyone with respect from trappers to world leaders, and 
who had a deep love of his family." 

Born in Wandering River, Alberta, Mr. Bourque began his career in 1955 as a Park 
Warden in Wood Buffalo National Park, and served in a number of positions and locations 
with Renewable Resources throughout the Northwest Territories. 

From 19 82 to 1991, he served as Deputy Minister of RenewabJe Resources, and played an 
instrumental role in promoting the fur industry. In 1984, he founded the Fur Institute of 
Canada, and served as Chairman of the organization for four years. 

His reputation and love of the North lead to a role in constitutional development and unity 
efforts in the North, heading the "Bourque Commission" in 1993. The commission's 
report served as a base for the current constitutional discussions in the western Territory. 

Among his other life's accomplishments, Mr. Bourque served as co-director of policy for 
the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples in 1994, and as President of the Metis 
Nation from 1980 to 1982.

Throughout his life and his career, Mr. Bourque was an advocate of Traditional 
Knowledge �- that is, knowledge and values which have been acquired through exp�rience 
and observation from the land, and from spiritual teachings handed down from one 
generation to another. 

He was working on a project aimed at promoting those efforts at the time of his death. 

In recognition of his long service to people and the country, Mr. Bourque was appointed to 
the Privy Council in July 1992. Councilors to Privy Council are appointed for life by the 
Governor General at the recommendation of the Prime Minister. 

The flags on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, and at all territorial and federal buildings in the 
Northwest Territories, are being flown at half-mast this week in his honour . 
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"I remember Jim telling me once how it was so easy to lose perspective sitting in his office 
in YelJowknife, and that he loved getting back out on the land and onto Great Slave Lake to 
remember what is real, what this world is all about," Mr. Morin said. "I have always 
remembered that, and I will remember Jim for the simple joy he took in the land, and for 
his belief in the people of the North. 

"There was only one Jim Bourque. We will miss him." 

A memorial service will be held in the Great Hall of the Legislative Assembly at 2 p.m. on 
Friday, October 25. For those unable to attend, plans are being made to have the service 
televised live. Specific details will be announced later this week. 

Mr. Bourque was a resident of Yellowknife at the time of his death. He is survived by his 
wife Sharleen, children Arthur, Valerie and Edwin, and his grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, Mr. Bourque's family has requested that donations be sent to the 
Canadian Diabetes Association in his memory. 

For more information, contact: 

Val Mellesmoen 
Press Secretary 
(403) 669-2302 
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NEWS/NORTH, Monday, Oc!ob�/21,rnss A5 . - . .  - . . 

'Jim Bourque dies -1_: 
The North lost one of its most beloved Metis sons with 1 

the sudden death of Jim B·ourque Saturday morning. He was 
in Ottawa attending meetings 
when stricken by an apparent 
heart attack. 

Bourque, who was as com
fortable· on a trap line as he
was in corporate boardrooms-
around the world, embodied 
the best'of the Metis spirit. 
· ·· Early in his car,eer as a 
wildlife officer, he was sta
tioned in various communities 
across the north. His other 
roles were as president of the 
Metis Nation, deputy minister 
of Renewable Resources with Jim Bourque 
the.territorial government and 
a constitution builder with the Bourque Commission. 

'·' His leadership was marked by an understanding of the 
ambition of the pioneering spirit and a deep regard for the 
peace and security of living off the land. 
-·· · He is survived by his wife Charlene, their three children . 
and grandchildren._ -

A memorial service i� expected to be held in Yellowknife f 
this week. 

©NWT Archives/Metis Nation/N-2001-016-64-5

Page 3 of 20



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

BOX 1375, YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. X1A 2P1 PHONE (403) 873-3505 FAX 873�3395 

PRESS RELEASE 

' 

Metis mourn former President Jim Bourque 
1 .·CTOBER 22, 1996,YELLOWKNIFE---The Executive, Board of D ·ectors and staff of 
the Metis Nation - Northwest Territories join the Bourque family in their grief over the 
sudden passing of James Bourque while on business in Ottawa. 1 • 

"Jim had a gift fot bringing together people who had opposite points. of view. He 
was an excellent statesmen, aqd this is eyident in his involvement in the· politics of the 
Northwest Territories and internationally," said President Gary Bohnet "He was as 
comfortable in the bush as he was in the boardroom. He is lost to us ar a time when we 
most needed his guidance, especial�y now with his constitutional work hecoming a reality.". 

"Jim was a Metis who dedicated his life and work towards the well being of all 
Aboriginal people," said Vice-President Michael Paulette. "He was a great father and loving 
husband, an individual who cared for people. He always saw the best in people no matter 
what their circumstances were." 

"I had the pleasure of working with Jim from 1979 to 1980, during his term as 
President of the Metis Association. He was a very diplomatic person ,vith an extremely 
positive attitude, and always seemed to have a compliment for those Q.f� encountered," said 
Secretary-Treasurer Joyce Pittman. "Jim always had time to speak with young people, 
knowing that they were the leaders of the future. He demonstrated that respect and family 
are the basis of Metis culture, and important to the well-being of the people." 

. In lieu of flowers, donations should be made to the .Diabetes Education Program, 
.'3ox 10, Stahton Regional Hospital, Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2N1. 

A memorial will be held October 25, 1996: 

For more information, 
call (403) 873 3505: 

Gary Bohnet 
President 

at the Gre'at Hall in the 
Legislative Assembly 
at 2 p.m. 

Michael Paulette 
Vice-President 

/ 

Joyce Pittman 
Secretary-Treasurer 

1 
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A10)'ELLOWKNIFER, W§!dnesday, Octo_ber 23, 1996 

The North mourns -- - - - - - - \ 

Jim Bourque dies, but his influence ·zives on 
Richard Gleeson _ The list of those accom- · Bourque for 1 1  years and was 

Northecn l\lf!_ws Servic� plishments is a weighty one. · - his successor at renewable 
It will be a long time before From 1991 -92 he chaired resources. 

history can fully measure the the Commission for Constitu- "He was very well like by 
impact JiJl!Bourque has had on tional Development; better his staff. He had a simple and 

· the Northwest Territories. known as the Bourque Com- - clear way of expressing himself 
Bourque passed away in mission. _ that earned him respect in the 

Ottawa Saturday at the age of The duty took him to corn- communities, out on t_he land 
60, the victim of a heart attack. munities across the North for a and among the most senior 

His influence, which has as - series of public meetings.That politicians." 
much to do with the way he dialogue began the daunting Before being appointed a 
conducted his life as his accom- task of forging a constitution, a _ deputy minister Bourque served 
plishments, shapes the North project now near fruition. a term as president of the 
today as much as it ever did. In the mid and late 80s, a Northwest Territories Metis 

The words and the tone of time when the fur industry was Nation. 
those whose l ives Bourque almost wiped out by European, Frank Laviolette of Fort 
touched resonate with respect. American and Canadian anti- Smith was one of his keenest 

"If young people ever need- fur lobbyists, Bourque was supporters in the Metis leader-
ed a role model to look up to, northern trappers' most power- ship. 
he was the one," said Premier ful advocate. "There was a lot of dis-
Don M01in. "He always treated He founded the Northwest agreement among the Metis 
people with respect, and got it Territories Fur Institute and leaders then, especially in the 
back in turn. He was an honest served as its chairman for five west," recalled Laviolette. "But 
man." years. He was the driving force he brought them together." 

"There's a lot of people cry- · behind the establishment of Metis Nation-president Gary 
ing across the territories," said aboriginal fishing and hunting Bohnet noted, "Jim had a gift 
Susan Fleck, a long time friend rights. 

--
for bringing together people 

of Bourque's, who worked as Bourque waged these bat- who had opposite points of 
his executive assistant durjng ties as deputy minister for the view ... He is lost to us at a time 
his final years with the territori- department of renewable when we most needed his guid-
al government. resources, a post he held from ance, especially now with his 

"He couldn' t walk into a 1 982 until retiring in 1 99 1 .  A constitutional work becoming a 
community in the North with- year later he was appointed to reality." 
out being stopped on the street the Privy Council. Though he shaped history in 
by people who knew him. He "It was a real challenge to the boardrooms of Yellowknife 
was an incredibly humble man, follow him," said Joe Handley, and Ottawa, Bourque was 
for all his accomplishments." a brother Metis w�o knew always a man of the land. _ 

- -- - ,.... ____ --------·· - --- -

Jim Bourgue 

He embraced the teachings 
of his Cree grandparents. 
Through his life he spoke of the 
importance of aboriginal tradi
tions, and the lessons the land 
holds for all. _ 

"He was happy on the land, 
he liked the land; and he was 
also good in the office," said 
Laviolette, who helped 
Bourque relocate two herds of 
bison from Wood Buffalo 
National Park after an anthrax 
scare in the early 60s. 

"He always did the best he 
could, not only for the Metis, 
not only for aboriginals, but for 
everyone," said Laviolette. 

He and the four remaining 
others who were part of that 
relocation project will be trav
elling to Yellowknife to be part 
of the memorial service for 
Bourque Friday at the Legisla
tive Assembly, starting at 2 
p.m. 

Flags in Ottawa and the 
NWT are at half-mast this week 
in honor of Jim Bourque, and 
hearts are hanging across the 
North. 
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Native activist retnained faithful to his· _:ro_'ots' i 
• 

• • •. . ! ;, • . :. .. • • ' 
• 

. _.-
� 

• 
•

• • . . 
• 

� � . .  . • • .-• 1 ··, '·· 

Canadian Press 

OTTAWA - James W. Bourque, an ab-
original activist appointed to the Privy 
Council in 1992, has died in Ottawa. He 
was 60. 

Mr. Bourque, who died Saturday, 
was born in Wandering River, Alta., 
and learned at an early age to hunt, 
trap and fish. He remained faithful to 
his roots throughout his life. 

"At an early age, Jim combined the 
knowledge from his Cree heritage with 
his Ukrainian heritage and developed 
the principles that guided him· for the 
rest of his life - they were respect, 
sharing and responsibility," Andy Swi
derski, a family friend said. 

Mr. Bourque became president of 
the local Hunters and '!rappers Associ
ation in Fort Chipewyan, Alta., at age 

In recognition of· his long service to 
his people and country, Mr. Bourque 
was appointed . to_ the :Privy. Council in 

. . July of 1992. 
· 

· 1· · 

He was president of the Northwest "Despi·te his m ,t -· 1· h 
18. · , ,..-. i • 

' Te ·t · M �t· · an.r accomp 1s -
n-1 ones e 1s Nations from 1980 to - t J" . ed 1 • 

• 

1982, deputy minister of renewable re-
men s, . Im_ r���n . . a humbl� man," 

sources in the Northwest 'Thrritories Mr. Swid�rski said. _"He treated every 
from 1982 to 1991 and chairman of the �rson with respect! Whether he was 
commission for constitutional develop- m a trapper's : tent or an :embassy in 
ment until 1992. . ._ . Europe, this respect was returned." . 

In 1984, he founded J�� Fl.lr,InstiH1te,' . i · Mr._ B�urqu�\ lea\T� -��- -wif�; Shar
of Canada and seryed_ as chairman for - leen, . chjJdrer1;: i\rthurt·Yalene and 
four. years. _ · �_<_·· ·i . . .· ;, . 'Edwin, and lii�{grandcbildien. -•i :, · I \ .  

'He was also n�ecf co-director of A memorial ·s��ce: will 'be helc
t
''on' 

polic! _for the Ro�al Commission on . Friday at · the ·legislative assembly· .in 
Abongmal People§ ip. 1994. Yellowknife. · •. 

Al2 , Globe and Mail , Wednesday, October 2 3 ,  1996  
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
BOX 1375, YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. XlA 2Pl PHONE (403) 873-3505 FAX 873-3395 

TRIBUTE TO JIM BOURQUE 

BY GARY BOHNET 

OCTOBER 25, 1996 

GREAT HALL, LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

THANK YOU .  

1 

S HARLEEN ,  VALERIE ,  ARTHUR, EDWIN . . .  ELDERS,  

FAMILY MEMBERS,  HONOURED GUESTS, LAD IES AND 

GENTLEMEN . . .  

TODAY WE ARE GATHERED TO REMEMBER AND PAY 

TRIBUTE TO J IM BOURQUE -- HUSBAND,  FATHER, 

BROTHER, GRANDFATHER, HUNTER, TRAPPER, 

STATESMAN , ROLE MODEL, FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE 

. .  . TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US,  TH IS MAN WAS 

SPECIAL . . .  I DON'T BELIEVE THAT ANY· WORDS OF 

TRIBUTE WILL TRULY DO H IM JUSTICE . . .  BUT I JUST 
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WANT TO SHARE SOME THOUGHTS WITH YOU ABOUT 

TH IS GREAT MAN . 

IN  OUR OWN LIVES , FEW PEOPLE INFLUENCE OUR 

ACTIONS, OUR IDEAS , AND OUR VALUES . . .  I N  OUR 

COMMUNITIES, FEW PEOPLE ARE LOOKED TOWARD 

FOR WISE COUNSEL . . .  IN OUR TERRITORY, FEW 

PEOPLE HAVE THE TRUST AND RESPECT OF ALL 

NORTHERNERS . . .  IN OUR GREAT COUNTRY, FEW 

PEOPLE CAN SERVE AT THE H IGHEST LEVELS AND 

STILL MAKE TIME TO SERVE AND BE WITH THE 

PEOPLE AT THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL. I N  OUR 

INTERNATIONAL BODIES, FEW PEOPLE CAN 

COMMAND THE RESPECT OF THOSE ACCUSTOMED 

TO HAVING POWER . . .  WHO IS TH IS PERSON WHO 

MEANS SO MUCH TO SO MANY??? 

J IM BOURQUE WAS TH IS PERSON . . .  

I WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME O F  J IM'S VALUES 

. . .  YOU SEE,  J IM HAD A SPECIAL RELATIONSH IP  WITH 

THE LAND AND RESOURCES . . .  HE DEDICATED H IS 

L IFE TO ENSURI NG THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS 

©NWT Archives/Metis Nation/N-2001-016-64-5
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SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY OUT 

TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES . . . TO ENJOY THE 

OUTDOORS, THE LAND,  WATER, AND WILDLIFE.  

IN H IS CAREER, HE ROSE THROUGH THE RANKS OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF RENEWABLE RESOURCES, BUT 

HE NEVER FORGOT ABOUT THE PEOPLE IN  THE 

FIELD,  BECAUSE HE WAS A WILDLIFE OFFICER AND 

SPENT MANY, MANY DAYS ON THE LAND . . .  WHEN 

TRAPPERS SPOKE ABOUT HOW THE IR L IFESTYLE 

HAD BEEN THREATENED, J IM  KNEW . . .  BECAUSE HE 

WAS ALSO A TRAPPER . . .  WHEN ELDERS SPOKE 

ABOUT THE NEED FOR TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE,  

J IM  KNEW . . .  BECAUSE HE RESPECTED H IS ELDERS 

AND SPENT A LOT OF TIME WITH THEM . . .  

J IM  BOURQUE ALSO HAD A GREAT DEAL OF TIME FOR 

YOUNG PEOPLE . . .  HE TOOK A SPECIAL INTEREST IN  

THE IR  EDUCATION . . .  I REMEMBER WHEN HE WOULD 

COME INTO OUR OFFICE . . .  HE  WOULD ALWAYS TAKE 

A FEW MINUTES TO TALK TO OUR YOUNGER STAFF 

MEMBERS ABOUT H IS EXPERI ENCES . . .  AT MEETINGS, 

YOU WOULD ALWAYS SEE HIM TALK1NG TO OUR 
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YOUNG PEOPLE . . .  MANY OF OUR YOUNG WILDLIFE 

OFFICERS HERE TODAY PROBABLY GOT THE IR  START 

IN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BECAUSE OF J IM 

BOURQUE . . .  TO THOSE OF YOU WHO WORKED WITH 

H IM ,  HE HELD EACH OF YOU IN H IGH REGARD . . .  HE 

LOVED THE OUTFIT . . .  

HE WAS PASSIONATE ABOUT H IS  CAUSE,  BUT 

REASONED IN HOW HE WENT ABOUT ACH I EVING H IS  

GOALS . . .  

ABOVE ALL OF H I S  TRAITS , I WILL REMEMBER H IS 

HUMILITY . . .  J IM WAS A HUMBLE MAN . .  : THE TH ING 

THAT STRUCK YOU ABOUT J IM WAS THAT HE WAS SO 

GENU INE . . .  HE TREATED EVERYBODY WITH RESPECT 

. . .  HE MADE EVERYBODY FEEL IMPORTANT . . .  HE 

BROUGHT THE GOODNESS OUT IN  PEOPLE, BECAUSE 

TO H IM ,  THEY WERE IMPORTANT . . .  HE LIVED BY H IS 

WORDS . . .  HE WAS A STRAIGHT SHOOTER . . .  

I SAID  EARLIER THAT A FEW WORDS O F  TRIBUTE 

COULD NOT DO H IM JUSTICE . . .  AND IF  YOU KNEW J IM ,  

YOU WOULD ALSO KNOW THAT HE NEVER SOUGHT 

RECOGN ITION FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE . . .  HE  NEVER 
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SOUGHT THE LIMELIGHT . . .  AS A POLITICAL LEADER, 

HE WAS KNOWN FOR BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER 

. . .  AS PRES IDENT OF THE METIS NATION FROM 1 980 

TO 1 982 , HE GUIDED OUR ORGANIZATION THROUGH 

TURBULENT TIMES . . .  HE BELIEVED I N  UNITY AMONG 

ALL METIS . . .  MANY OF THE RIGHTS AND BENEFITS 

METIS ENJOY TODAY ARE A DIRECT RESULT OF J IM'S 

LEADERSH IP  . . .  

FOR ALL H IS  ACH IEVEMENTS, H E  RECEIVED THE 

ORDER OF THE SASH . . . TH IS IS THE H IGHEST 

HONOUR THE METIS NATION CAN BESTOW UPON ITS 

MEMBERS . . .  I STILL REMEMBER J IM'S REACTION 

ABOUT TH IS HONOUR . .  . HE NEVER EXPECTED IT 

BECAUSE J IM FELT THAT HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

WERE H IS RESPONSIB I LITY, H IS JOB . . .  BELIEVE ME -

J IM BOURQUE D ID H IS JOB WELL, AND WE ARE 

GRATEFUL FOR WHAT HE SHARED WITH MANY OF US 

. . .  H E  WAS AN INSPIRATION AND AN INFLUENCE TO 

MANY, MANY PEOPLE . . .  
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MANY OF YOU KNOW THE PUBLIC F IGURE . . .  BUT J IM  

WAS F IRST AND FOREMOST A FAMIL y: MAN . .  . HE 

LOVED THEM DEARLY . . .  

A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, WE WERE SPEAKI NG 

ABOUT H IS SON EDWIN ,  WHO WENT INTO BUSI NESS 

WITH H IM . . .  J IM SPOKE ABOUT HOW H tS SON WAS 

BEG INN ING TO MAKE SOME GREAT STRIDES I N  THE 

BUSINESS . . .  I COULD SEE THE PRIDE - IN HIS EYES 

WHEN HE SPOKE OF HIS FAMILY . . .  

AS METIS PEOPLE WE LOOKED UPON J I M  BOURQUE 

AS A G IFT . . .  A G IFT TO EACH OF US,  A G IFT TO OUR 

OWN COMMUN ITIES, AND A G IFT . WE WERE 

FORTUNATE TO SHARE WITH ALL NORTHERNERS AND 

ALL CANADIANS , AND BEYOND . . .  

ALTHOUGH J IM MAY BE TAKEN FROM US, . I WANT YOU 

TO REMEMBER TH IS -- J IM'S CONTRIBUTIONS LIVE ON 

IN OUR HEARTS, OUR MINDS AND OUR INSTITUTIONS 

. . .  WHEN YOU SEE PEOPLE WITH D IFFERENT VIEWS 

VVORKING IN  A RESPECTFUL MANNER - TO RESOLVE 

THE IR DIFFERENCES, J IM IS  THERE . . .  WHEN YOU SEE 
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YOUNG PEOPLE RESPECTING THE IR ELDERS,  J IM IS 

THERE . . .  WHEN YOU SEE LEADERS TREATING 

EVERYBODY AS BEING IMPORTANT, J IM IS THERE . . .  

WHEN YOU SEE OUR BEAUTIFUL NORTHERN 

WILDERNESS , JIM IS THERE . . .  WHEN YO.U. - .:LOOK AT 

H IS FAMILY, J IM IS THERE . .  . GOOD HUNTING,  MY 

FRIEND . . .  WE WILL MISS YOU DEARLY. 

END 

©NWT Archives/Metis Nation/N-2001-016-64-5

Page 13 of 20



1 1 / 0 6 / 9 6  1 5 : 4 4  

0 
Northwest FAX MEMO Terrllorlli!'S 

� 0 0 1 / 0 0 6  

(J . . ' . . . .  - .. - · · · •• - -
• • • • •  ■ . . . ..  � . . . ... . .. . .  - • • • • • • • • • •  - - . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . .  ■ • • • •  ■ . . . . . . . ..  " . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .  ■ •  ■ ■ •  ■ . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .  - - - - - • - - - . ... .. .. . .. ... .. ..  - - - •,• . .. .  ■ • • •  - . ..  ■ .. . . . . - .. . . . . . .. . . . . . 

To: 
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John Holman 
Metis Nation 
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M E M O R I A L : J A M E S  B O U R Q U E  
O C T O B E R  2 5 , 1996  

O C T O B E R 1 9 , 1 9 9 6  W A S A S A D  D A Y  F O R  T H E  N O R T H , W E  L O S T  
O N E O F  O U R  B E S T  F R I E N D S . 

T O D A Y  I S  A D A Y  T O  C E L E B R A T E H I S  L I F E ,  A N D  I K N O W  H E  
W O U L D  L I K E T H A T . 

J I M B O U R Q U E W A S O N E O F  T H E  G R E A T E S T  P E O P L E  I H A V E  E V E R  
K N O W N . A L O T  O F  P E O P L E  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D  A R E S A Y I N G T H A T  
T O D A Y , 

H E  T A U G H T  M E  A L O T  P E R S O N A L L Y ,  A N D  H E  S E T A N  E X A M P L E  
F O R  M E  A N D  F O R  A L L  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  N O R T H  B Y  J U S T 
B E I N G H I M S E L F  - - A N  H O N E S T , C A R I N G A N D  F A I R  M A N  W H O WA S 
R E S P E C T E D  B Y  E V E R Y O N E  W H O K N E W H I M , 

I H A V E  K N O W N  J I M B O U R Q U E F O R  A L O N G  T I M E ,  

B u r E V E N  I F  I H A D N ' T ,  H E  W A S E A S Y  T O  G E T T O  K N O W , J I M  
W A S T H E  K I N D O F  P E R S O N  Y O U  L I K E D  T H E  S E C O N D  Y O U M E T  
H I M ,  A N D  T H E K I N D O F  P E R S O N T H A T  O N C E Y Q U  G O T  T O  K N O W 
H I M ,  Y O U  C O U L D N ' T H E L P  B U T R E S P E C T  H I M ,  

H E  L I V E D  H I S L I F E  H O N E S T L Y , O P E N L Y A N D  W I T H  L O V E  F O R  
H I S  F A M I L Y ,  T H E  L A N D  A N D  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  N O R T H , 

J I M  N E V E R H A D A B A D W O R D  T O  S A Y  A B O U T  A N Y B O D Y , 

H E  U S E D T O  T E L L  M E :  " T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S  S O M E G O O D  I N  
E V E R Y B O D Y  Y O U  M E E T  . S O M E T I M E S Y O U  W E A R  O U T  A C O U P L E  
O F  S H O V E L S  B E F O R E  Y O U  F I N D I T  B U T T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S  
S O M E G O O D  T H E R E , 0 

I F  I C O U L D  S A Y  O N E  T H I N G A B O U T J I M ' S L I F E ,  I T  W O U L D B E  
T H A T  I T  W A S F A R  T O O  S- H O R T , B U T  A T  T H E  S A M E T I M E ,  A S  I 
L O O K  B A C K A T  W H A T  H E  D I D  A C C O M P L I S H I N  H I S  6 0  Y E A R S ,  I 
C A N  D E F I N I T E L Y  S A Y  H E  M A D E  T H E  B E S T  O F  T H E  T I M E  H E  D I D 
H A V E , 
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I N  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  T O  T H E G O V E R N M E N T  O F  i H E  
N O R T H W E S T  T E R R I T O R I E S , J I M  W O R K E D  H A R D  O N  B E H A L F  O F  
M A N Y  P E O P L E  - - F R O M T R A P P E R S  T O  B U S I N E S S  P E O P L E  - - A T  
.T H E  L O C A L ,  N A T I O N A L  A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L L E V E L . 

T H E R E  W A S H I S  W O R K W I T H  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L D E V E L O P M E N T  
C O M M I T T E E .  H I S T E R M  A S  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  M E T I S  
A S S O C I A T I O N . H r s  F O U R  Y E A R S  A S  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  F U R  
I N S T I T U T E  O F  C A N A D A . A s  A D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E  W O R K E R ' S 
C O M P E N S A T I O N B O A R D . A N D  T H E T H O U S A N D S  O F  H O U R S H E  G A V E 
T O  M A N Y  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S ,  M E E T I N G S  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  
A L L  A I M E D A T  O N E  T H I N G - - H E L P I N G P E O P L E .  

T H E R E A R E  N O T  M A N Y  P E O P L E  W H O W I L L  E V E R  A C C O M P L I S H E V E N  
H A L F  O F  W H A T  H E  D I D , 

A N D  W H I L E H I S  W O R K W I L L  L I V E O N , I T  W O N ' T Q U I T E  B E  T H E 
S A M E W I T H O U T  H I S  S E N S E O F  H U M O U R , H I S  B O O M I N G B I G  
V O I C E ,  A N D  H I S  S T O R I E S ,  

S T I L L , I H A V E  T O  S A Y , A S  G R E A T  A S  H E  W A S ,  H E  W A S  N O T  
P E R F E C T  H E  D R O V E  A S U B U R B A N  I N E V E R  C O U L D G E T 
H I M  T O  D R I V E  A F O R D ! 

tltNI 

I W A S R A I S E D  T O  B E L I E V E  W E  A L L  N E E D T O  W O R K T O G E T H E R ,  
A N D  W E  A L L  N E E D T O  G I V E S O M E T H I N G BA C K .  

J I M D I D  T H A T  M O R E  T H A N  A L M O S T  A N Y O N E I K N O W , 

J I M ' S C O N T R I B U T I O N S  A N D  L O V E  O F  T H E  N O R T H  A N D  C A N A D A 
W E R E R E C O G N I Z E D A F E W Y E A R S  A G O  W I T H  H I S  A P P O I N T M E N T  T O  
T H E  P R I V Y C o U. N C I L ,  M A K I N G H I M  T H E H O N O U R A B L E J A M E S  
B O U R Q U E .  

B U T A N Y O N E  W H O  R E A L L Y K N E W  H I M K N E W T H A T  H E  D I D N ' T N E E D 
A N Y  S P E C I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T  T O  G A I N  T H A T  T I T L E ,  

H E  W A S A L WA Y S  H O N O U R A B L E .  

I C A N ' T T H I N K  O F  A N Y B O D Y  E L S E  W H O 
C R E D I B I L I T Y  W I T H  E V E R Y O N E  I N  T H E  N W T . 
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N O N - A B O R I G I N A L S A L I K E .  

I N  T O D A Y ' S  P O L I T I C A L  C L I M A T E ,  T H E R E  A R E F E W P E O P L E , I F  
A N Y , L I K E  J I M ,  W H O A R E  U N I V E R S A L L Y R E S P E C T E D , 

I H A V E  T O  S A Y ,  O N  B E H A L F  O F  M P  E T H E L  B L O N D I N  - A N D R E W S  
A N D  T H E  M L A s · ·  M A N Y  O F  W H O M  U N F O R T U N A T E L Y C O U L D  N O T  B E  
H E R E  T O D A Y  T H A T H E  W A S O N E M A N  W E  K N E W  W E  C O U L D  
C O U N T  O N  I N  A N Y  S I T U A T I O N ,  B E C A U S E  H E  W A S F A I R  A N D  
H O N E S T , 

E T H E L  A S K E D M E  T O  S A Y  S H E I S  S O R R Y  S H E C O U L D  N O T  B E  
H E R E  T O D A Y , B U T S H E H A D  S O M E  W O R K  C O M M I T M E N T S I N  
O T T A W A  · •  B U T S H E K N E W  J I M W O U L D  U N D E R S T A N D , S I N C E  H E  
W A S O N E  O F  T H E  S T R O N G E S T  B E L I E V E R S O F  P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  
I N T E R E S T S  A T  A F E D E R A L L E V E L , 

J I M  W A S A L W A Y S  M A K I N G A D E A L  · •  N E G O T I A T I N G - - P U L L I N G 
P E O P L E  T O G E T H E R A N D  G E T T I N G T H E M T O  W O R K  T O G E T H E R , A N D  
S O M E T I M E S P E O P L E  W O U L D  B E  S O  F A R  A P A R T  O N  A N  I S S U E 
B U T  J I M W O U L D  D R A W  T H E M A L L  T O G E T H E R ,  G E T T H E M T O  S E E  
T H E  D I F F E R E N T  P O I N T S  O F  V I E W ,  G E T  T H E M T O  L A U G H  A N D 
I N S P I R E  T H E M T O  A G R E E . 

I K N O W I F  T H E R E  I S  A N Y  K I N D O F  N E G O T I A T I O N S  G O I N G  O N  I N  
H E A V E N , I C A N P I C T U R E  J I M  P U L L I N G H I S  C H A I R  U P  T O  T H E  
T A B L E  R I G H T  N O W  R E A D Y  T O  G E T  I N  T H E R E  A N D  S T A R T  
T A L K I N G ,  

A N D  L I S T E N I N G ,  

J I M T A U G H T  M E  T H A T  Y O U  R E A L L Y H A V E  T O  L I S T E N T O  P E O P L E  
N O T  J U S T T O  T H E I R  W O R D S  B U T  T O  W H A T  T H E Y A R E  

R E A L L Y S A Y I N G ,  

H E  A L S O  S A I D  T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S  A S O L U T I O N ,  N O  M A T T E R H O W 
D I F F I C U L T T H E P R O B L E M M A Y  B E ,  T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S A W A Y  Y O U  
C A N  W O R K  I T  O U T . P R O B L E M S  T O  J I M W E R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  

S O M E T H I N G 
Y E A R S  A G O  
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J I M A N D  H I S  B R O T H E R A L  W E R E  M A K I N G  A T R I P A R O U N D  G R E A T  
S L A V E  L A K E , G O I N G F R O M  Y E L L O W K N I F E  T O  F O R T  S M I T H ,  A N D  
T H E Y S T O P P E D  A T  M Y  C A M P T O  H A V E A M E A L  W I T H  U S ,  

H E  S A I D  T O  M E :  " D O N N Y , Y O U K N O W  Y O U  S I T I N  T H O S E  
O F F I C E S I N  Y E L L O W K N I F E  A N D  S O M E T I M E S  A L L O F  T H E S T U F F  
A R O U N D  Y O U  C A N  G E T  A H O L D O F  Y O U , A N D  Y O U  C A N  S T A R T  T O  
L O S E  P E R S P E C T I V E O F  W H O Y O U  R E A L L Y A R E ,  B u r W H E N  Y O U  
G E T O U T  I N  T H E M I D D L E  O F  G R E A T  S L A V E  L A K E ,  I T  L E T S  Y O U 
K N O W  W H O Y O U  A R E ,  A N D  I T  P U T S  I N T O  P E R S P E C T I V E H O W 
S M A L L  Y O U  R E A L L Y A R E  A N D  W H O T H E  B o s s  R EA L L Y  I S , "  

I H A V E  A L WA Y S  R E M E M B E R E D  T H A T  S T A T E M E N T , B E C A U S E  G O I N G 
O U T  O N  T H E  L A N D  R E A L L Y D O E S  G I V E Y O U  P E R S P E C T I V E , 

W H E N  T H I N G S  G E T C R A Z Y F O R  A L L  O F  U S ,  W E  W O U L D D O  W E L L  
T O  R E M E M B E R  W H A T  J I M  S A I D ,  A N D  K E E P  O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E  O N  
E V E R Y T H I N G W E  D O  - - W H E T H E R I T  I S  I N  W O R K O R  I N  O T H E R  
P A R T S  O F  O U R  L I V E S , 

I A M  S U R E  T H E R E  I S  N O T  
W A T C H I N G T H I S  M E M O R I A L  
S I M I L A R  S T O R Y  A B O U T J I M .  

O N E  P E R S O N  I N  T H I S  R O O M , O R  
S E R V I C E ,  W H O D O E S N ' T H A V E  A 

I T H I N K T H A T  I S  J I M ' S B E S T  L E G A C Y . 

tN!ff 

O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E N O R T H W E S T  T E R R I T O R I E S ,  
A N D  S P E A K I N G F O R  M Y S E L F ,  M Y  W I F E  G L A D Y S A N D  O U R  
F A M I L Y , , .  O U R  T H O U G H T S  A N D  O U R  H E A R T S A R E W I T H  Y O U  A N D  
Y O U R F A M I L Y ,  S H A R L E E N ,  

J I M  S E R V E D  I N  M A N Y  P O S I T I O N S , A N D  I N  M A N Y R O L E S  I N  H I S  
L I F E H U N T E R , T R A P P E R , P O L I T I C I A N ,  P A R K W A R D E N ,  
D E P U T Y M I N I S T E R ,  C H A I R M A N , B O A R D  M E M B E R , F R I E N D  - - B U T 
T H E  O N E S  H E  W A S M O S T P R O U D  O F  W E R E A S  H U S B A N D ,  F A T H E R 
A N D  G R A N D FA T H E R , 

T H E  M A N Y  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  H E  H A S  M A D E  A R E H E R E  T O  S T A Y , 
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A N D  I N  T H I S  W A Y , S O  I S  J I M , 

M A H S I , J I M , W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  S E E I N G Y O U I N  T H E N E X T  
L I F E , 
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Lives Lived 
JAM ES W. BOU RQU E 

Elder statesman of the Western Arctic. 
Born Dec. 17, 1935 in Wandering 
River, Alta.; died in Ottawa Oct. 19, 
aged 60. 

J
IM Bourque was a big man in the Western Arctic 
and not just in the physical sense. But he would 
have been amused to see himself described as a 
"native activist" in the obituaries. The term has 

the ring of radical protest, while for most of his life 
Jim was a good and faithful public servant. ' 

He rose from the trapline to the senior ranks of 
northern policymakers. He learned to hunt, fish and 
trap from his father and his Cree grandparents and at 
18, he was president of the Hunters' and '!rappers' As-' 
sociation in Fort Chipewyan, Alta. He was one of the 
first aboriginal park wardens in Wood Buffalo Na-
tional Park, straddling Alberta and the Northwest Ter
ritories; in 1980, he was elected president of the NWT 
Metis Association, a strife-tom group Jim healed. 
Garth Wallbridge, a Metis lawyer in Yellowknife, tells 
me, "He taught me how to be Metis." · 1  

Jim's goal when he became deputy minister of the I 
Northwest Territories Renewable Resources depart- I 
ment in 1982 was to · save the hunting and trapping 
way of life. He also wanted to see his people's tradi-
tional ecological knowledge given the respect ac- ' 
corded western science. 

Blockades and protests weren't his style. He was a 
practical environmentalist, and this sometimes · 
brought_ him into conflict with aboriginal groups, as 
well as mdustry and governments. His method for de
flecting overblown rhetoric was classic: he would have . 
a subordinate invite officials of the offended group out 
for a good meal, · and, after a sense of bonhomie had ·! 
set in, the messenger would deliver Jim's carefully 
worded response. 

His accomplishments were legion: He founded �d 
chaired the Fur Institute of Canada, a lobby group 
that fought to save trapping from southern animal
rights activists. He directed the development of poli
cies on traditional knowledge and sustainable develop
ment. He helped bring about changes to the interna
tional regime for migratory birds that allowed aborig
inal people to pursue their traditional spring hunt. 

A storyteller and a humorist, he was as at home in 
an embassy as in the bush. Jim Bourque once told me 
his secret was that he chose his people well, and 
backed them to the hilt. They repaid him with hard 
work and a deep loyalty. 

His other secret was that he never really left the 
land. In th� early 1980s, Jim Bourque undertook two 

long expeditions through the bush, travelling hun- I dreds _ of kilometres on foot. NWT premier Don Morin 
recalls Jim Bourque· telling him, ''When:you-getout in I 
the middle of Great Slave Lake, it lets you know who i 
you are. And it puts into perspective how small you I 
really are, and who 'the Boss' really is." I 

Jim's own views on most issues were rather conser-
vative - but a person's ideological stripe or ethnicity I 
didn't matter much to 

)' 

him. As he told Don 
Morin, "Sometimes 
you wear out a couple ) 
of shovels before you 
find it, but there is al
ways some good 
there." 

In July of 1992; his 
services to the north 
were recognized with ,, 
an appointment to the 
Privy Council. In his 
later years, Jim was 
in much demand as a 
consultant; just before James Bourque in the his death, he helped 1990s. with an environmen-
ta1 agreement between BHP Diamonds and the federal 
government. Interested in applying electronic technol-
ogy to traditional ecological knowledge, he founded 
The Centre for 'fraditional Knowledge at the Canadian 
Museum of Nature. 

\ Jim Bourque's memorial service, held at the Legis- I lative Assembly in Yellowknife, was the Western Arc-
tie's first "state funeral." Don Morin presented Jim's 
son, Edwin, with a moosehide jacket intended as a re-
tirement present for his father. The jacket, ordered . 
several years ago, had become a running joke. "Well, I . 
didn't get the jacket yet," Jim would say. !'I guess the 
moose this year aren't big enough." It was finished 
the day before he died. 

There were bureaucrats, trappers, park wardens in · 
green uniforms, Metis men in sashes, Metis women 
who brought country food for the ceremony, Dene 
chiefs, . Inuit politicians, priests and lawyers, people 
who loved one another and people in long-running 
feuds. Even in death, Jim Bourque was bringing us to
gether. 

In the midst of a particularly acrimonious constitu-
tional debate in the western NWT, it's. difficult not to . .  
lament, with Metis Nation president Gary Bohnet, "He 
is lost to us at a time when we most need his 
guidance." But I know the many northerners he men
tored are using his memory as a touchstone, asking 
themselves, "What woµld Jim do in this situation?" 

Marina Devine 

Marina Devine is a Yellowknife writer and consultant 
who worked with Jim Bourque when he chaired the 
Commission for Constitutional Development in the 
western NWT in 1992. 
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