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A BRIEY

L TERBATORIAL PUBLLY ARGHIVES

AT 1

JHTRODUGTORT

HMr. Conmlssioner and Members of
he Teryliorlal Jounell of
the Herthwept Territories:
gensdets norbhers heritege iz e prowd and lmpsriant
element of her identity ez = zmatlion. The eulbursl property which
smbodles thie heritegzs is lerge pard belengs, oy should beleng, %o u

£il gz Genadisns,

e whe resids in the Northweast Territories are beneficlaries
of this swlituwral propertys whether or uet 1% tehes the form of stone
monwments or f1int arrovheads; or the Tferm of less dursble bub move

undoatlive parelments and pepers recwrding past evendts and the men

grl womens ¥he made them. In oommon with our fellew Carediaus, we are

smre of Lhe importeanse of our vesponelbilidy for the collsstlion and

preservation of thess artlicles of the nation's piblle property.

oo owr behalf, as our leglslatuwe, your preded

8SBOTE

ensge the Archaevlogicel Sites Urdinance, whereby sites and works of

fuportancse in our hewiisge may be preseyved fop cpreful exasination uwnder
proper augplces, end wiereby anglent srtifucts, explover's cairng and

doguments may he protected ilksvwise.

LY the ¥muskes?® - or nopthern equlvelent for Ygrsssroois®

- leval, wo formed Yellowkunife Musewm Sociely as 4 non-profit ovrgavisstion
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th
pone years ages and through it have schlswed the greation of The

#ugeum of ths Zorih gt Yellownife.

The Faveizbled peneresiiy and encowrsgement of your
rerritorial Goverament; Hr. Commigsloner, ehabled us lash year to
obtain for postardty ithe priceless photographs of the late Henry Busne,
s auist but ohearvant Horbtherner wiotss phodugraphie srdistyy iz world
renswhed. Apsin, 1t was e suppert of your Territorisl Govermsent
widoh pade posaibies Ve aggdaition mud conslructlen of mush that went

into the Pugeum of the North. i you know, we have been Dlessed with

seny zensprous giftes Oroe fer and noer, both witidn snd beyond the

Tepritosiss, Tion & sulditude of peverous Irlends besldes yowr

Government.

we menticn these thinge, not only becsuse It glves ue
sleagsure %o acknoviedsze our oontlnudng gretitude to 21l uhe have gulded,
wlped and supporied owr endegvours, but Leosups It wnderlises our deep
gense of obligation o them and o you with referense 10 e discharge

of our dutiss as & body p0litis seyving the pblia.

Thess autles ave expressed in tw dhjests of oswp
soepiety, whieh are:

{2} to sressyve and exnlblt sneclimens of flovs and

favoe and objechs having arcimeslegicsl interests

5 to presperve and mark buildings, struciupres snd slies

having histeris slgniflicanes) and

{a; 4o earry oub guch other funcilens as are usual 46

£ mUZRuK.
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7% i under e lsst sub-lsading that ve are s~

sitting this brdal to you on Terviterisl Publis Arehives.

We resiize of sourss Lthat ibs orealion and melntenenecs
of muah avcbives lg beyond our gresent resourfes; snd ¥ are susre
that your Governmsnt in conjunction with the Government of the Dominlen
hes for seome itims now devoled mush gerious study to thw presant end
Puburs noeed fer and bepalits 1o be darived fres pugh srobives, partioulsrly
if they sve Lo be losated wilthls the Fortiwest Territories. ¥e do 5ot
ourgelves propose Lo undertske sueh detpiled professional studles, nor
een we sntlcipete plaving wore ihan a alnor part in ihelr lspleanmentation,

sgain due Bo our presently llmlicd reacurces.

Howevar, we believe that & 209l ¢aso oan bo zade oul

that “here exists o5 gvev-présent spd repddly growlog nesd Zop e

Jogation of partinant sarehives within the boundsples of the Terviteries,

vhere they may be scossslble te the publisc at et point where the need

i most laowdiste awd fros wideh the grestast nua

sy oo be conveniently

zervals

That point, 1n sur subndsslion, iz and cen be none othar

than Yellowknife at the presgent tiwe and in the bmaedlstely Loreses
7

Tubuprs,

our ressons are set forth i the pages whieh follow,
e trugt that thees, and our past hislory as o body of publis-gpirited
gitigens, will conviange you thet we mske this subulgsion to yu with &
genge of our respongibility nob jusbt to Yellowknlle itselfl but w the

people of the estirs Hortbwest Tervitories.
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-l -
If what we pay should gsuwopopt you in your resslys be
now provide bo the pblie of tie Territorlez the avehives vhloh we
guggest 1t Lz thely widenishble nesd and rizht bu bave within 4=

Territeriss, withoul permltting much further delay; we shall fesl Ust

have dlzonerged ons of our o

ry dution 88 8 Bocleby develed to

the zrotection of the Hatlen'sz euliturel pyoperty in et vest and
£

wh part of i= which we live; tis Horihuest Terriiuories.

I1f, in the luplementation of wour resclve, you should

azree wiih ue thet Yellowsnliie 1s the naburel slle fop the Tevritorisl

Fubliv sreblves, yOU By be apEw

i Lhet they wlil be lerve pub o use

where the neod pow and ln Lhe iz

iately fovessashie fulure appes

stante 1% iz our belle? zod submission to you that

lengzer than iy shaolubely neesspary,; 1T it ls to continuwe

as & vitel forse ¢ ibuting to owr nablon

1 identity; ae ve subedl

Gur srchives, we ssy, sbhoulid therefore be brought hums, not

sizply #t0 rest® by sny mesng,; bul in evder o DLl thelr proper

Tasetlon,
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FauT 11

Eareyg

THE BED

ke Horthusst Terribordss of today ix

el

The nevthe-wssbern Territory and of Zuperbslssd ap Muows

in 1557, seb

to mention the sreflis avcblpelage. These zress are

potentially rich in hleturisel, eathy

epeloglosl and srehasclegicel slles

and materisls of lapertance 1o la

The pase "Bortheest Terribories® iz pleb indeed In
isboriesl ailusion, beinging to mind the gpreat gquest fer The Fupthasst

2

Fassages the early spterprlse of tha Horihwest Joupany snd

the aterh

viglla of She porth wesh Hounted Pelise. The neme likewlse oslis W

pemeries of the old "ulld wesih,

the vessly deys of the eeriy Frontlier.

Tt is no emaggeration, for thet maiter, W6 ssy Bhat the Territoriss now

conebitule fory 08

da, "The Lasl Fromiler® ~ Just ss the Prairies 4id

for a1l Borth americs Tifly yeers sgo. #nd in the s way 22 Chio was

ereated & State oub of the United tatest Northwestern Territery im 1830,

with the otber western Uniled Sistes fellewlng, so the Provinees of

Haritchs, Zasks 5 g Alberts wers saryved sub of Cunadads Horth-

Yeat Territories in 1905,

sp tz e vast willdervess undergeing the d

of forces gonerated by 9 world lo sepld tesnglilon fron pre-lodugtrislisn

an the one hend Lo oybermweiion and (ha Zpace sge oo the olbar haud.

The sigmificence of the Territuries and of thelr dayalie

epmant cennct be pusged adequately Ly thelr dimensiong, @« g fgimogt ong

nall of the landessgs of Danada®, op by the polenilal wealih hidden within

the growd,; @ ge "0 vast Lrsaswe slere of riches¥, or even by thelr
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- -
leveation in the sretle; fronting the potentlelly hosbdile sovers of

Asla with thelr exploding peopuleticns,. Heltber is the significance

of the culitupal property of Ceonnda wiieh may wel be found located in

the Teprvitordes of todey cepuble of assessmont exoupt Lo genevsl snd
somewhst speculatdve terms, 1% is the fate of srohesclogicts, nistordans
and suthropologiate apd other students of menkind to cmws miopg often
long after the pertisent informelion in its crlginel Jorm has loggsly
bean destvoyed, delfaced or discevded in the course of the worid's work-
asay pifairs. Sleps can and should, however, be teksn to sitigete this

proeass, i 59% bo prevent 1t s for sz possibls,

Te regognlse Lbs luporitence of the erohlvisie? Yreupssl

pour les fonds® iz e regegnize $he vitelity snd somplexilty of traditics

in the 1ife of ocur notion and the need 4o bake ilzmedd

ste ptepg L6 preasrvn
the culbural property in which 1% is ewbedded. It s part of ouwr common
debt to posterity gs much as o owrsslves apd to those wihe bulldy the
wraditions by shich we alld live, Gepecially hesvwy iz ouwr responsibility
dn the fleld of stlneloglesl gbulies iu view of the alovet wnlogue meterisl
whieh has coe dowh Lo us Ly virtue of {he presenge heve of iskime aid

Inddan eullures of the Arvotis g sub-drotis.

gellsetion end prescrvation of originsl selerial in one
fore op snotier mey be the first cunsiderstiong bul ite vee and gludy

umt uliimgtely be the purpose of sush aidesvours.

o the mundans level of vitel staiisties inlomation,

aourt resords, land snd yelsted tltles registration, snd the like, ihe

Tarpitorisl public haz cevteln vichls of szcoesgs which should be exerceisable
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wiihin the tergitorisl Juriasdictlon of 1he Tsprdtorial Souncll and

¢f the Territorigl Oourts. & mationsl sdwinistrative srrangement, in
all the oirowmstences, should at least initdally comprlse in one
ovarsll sdaloistrative wit the Publie sreblves of e Horihwest
Terrivories snd the fezistrles of Lend Titles, ¥ital steldetlics and

the like. Ooovenlences o the publlc zad %§§R$$§ of adminlaipation
suggest et there nmight be s wseful soebination, furtharmere, of five-
ol gpsee for such Archlves and Heplsbries wilth similar spsce for
deporltories of cpurt snd other records, It 1s understosd thet irre-
plecesble records are todsy snd have for s decads besn boused in acoum-
sation at Yellowknife which leaves much to be desgired ln terss of fire

sesreciion and ssouwrdity.

The forsgoing censiderstions form bul s gensral culline,
and yeb one whleh we sugpset compels the oonclusion that tise sheuld not
be leat in placing within the Horibwest Territeries these public records
which should be sccessible to the public of the Fortlmest Tervitories
under the segis of thw lezislature and sourbs of those Territories, st

that they should be sdeguataly protected agslnel Tire sud thell or

dastyrustien,

Furthermore, we consider thet no $isms is o e lost in
gecuring sush areihdvel zaterisl in the Terriiories es yet recalng
unsesured. e hove reason Lo belleve thal privets individuels might yleld
np much velusble meierlal io proper doosl custedy, but will net io many
cspes ¥wish o ses the materisl lesve the Teprritories o placement in
the hstionsl Arehives o glseviere st Dttaws. Valusble materisl ham

alresdy come iato pessession of The Museus of the Horth lo this way.
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Homever, sz indiested above, our resturess sye limlted snd we samnot
proatend o have done move bhan Lo gerateh bhs surface in our gsareh fop
original materisl wiihin the Terrileriss, most of our gugcess beving

its origine at Yellowminlifie,

I% would thersfore 1n our gubiaslion sppsar that cone
gléerations of aduinlpiratdve econamy snd efflclency, coupled with publie
sopvenience and necessity, euggest Yhet st leagt in the lndtial staege
of instituting the Territerlsl ¥ulic asvehives wibthin the Territeries,
theze shoeuld be kept wwer mme ool snd zeversily undsr ooe sdulpieivsiion

#ih ceriein other luporiant publie records ez outlined sbovae.
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-G -
PART X1

o respecifally submit thet Yellowknife, sz the lurgsat
gantre of population in ihe %%@z&’%«%;rgés% Territories &% the present e
and in the immedistely Toressesble fubure, would provide the nost

sonvanisnt leenbion Por the Torrilovizl Publis prchlwus,

sueh convenlenss, we zuggest, should be regevded both in

the 1ight of scoess by the publiec 5% large sud by persons and institudions

having & speelal interest in the materisl whleh would be oollscied

praserved in these Aivablves.

The pressuce of The Huesum of the Horth and ouwr Soglety at
vellovimdie are svidense of sueh interest st Lt point. Furllersore,
Fellowunife iz the losatlion of the Territerial Courd,; which weuld
sraswasply vequlre scsess bo srohive materislas i’%&% time to e, as

would perseng interested in 4he materisl held ln The Hussum of the Horth,

Por eoovenionce of sdeinistration, sdeinistretive sounomy
ang efficiensy, we suggest thel theve lz vory mush o be sald fop
pisalng the srahives 2% the present Wue under ome 200l wlih the
Musewm and possibly with other Begistries and offices of yesord. The
gxpense of providing fiverpreol sscomedation would appear o disiote the
vrovizion of smmmon facilities as fer as pessible Por all locsl materdsls
foruing part of the guiturel property of ibe Terrileries and of ihe

nEblion.

The society and the Territoriel severmment could well take

sdvantege of lands cwned by them Lmeadlately adlecent to The Huseunm of
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the North. & pormsnent bullding could emslily be located here Lo the
meximus advantage of the public, snd of the adminlstering agencieas,

as oubtlined sheove.

We therefore suggest that it is asn inescapsble conclusien
that the most favourable lecation gt the present time and in the immediately

foresesable fuluwre will be none other than Yellowknife.
ALL OF WHICE I35 RESPRCIPULLY SUBMITTED.
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