
-

When replying add_ress 
Commissioner of Domln1on Lands 

Ottawa 

DIM/vGB Please quote 

Fde .483-3 NW'1" 

DOMINION LANDS ADMINISTRATION 

12th May, 

Sir;-

I have the honour by direction to 
confinn the telephone conversation and to advise that a 
Special Session of the Northwest Territories Council will 
be held on Monday, the 14th day of May, 1934, in the office 
of the Commissioner, at 2.30 o•clock in the afternoon. 

Enclosed please find the following,­

(!) Minutes of the Fifty-second Session - 4th May, 
1934; 

(2) Agenda for Special Session; 
(3) Statement of Government requirements in Eastern 

Arctic, 1934. 

As already advised, Mr. Ralph Parsons, 
Fur Trede Connnissioner of the Hudson's Bay Company, will be 
present for the purpose of discussing the Government require­
ments in the Eastern Arctic this year. 

w. c. Bethune, Esq., 
Office of the Deputy Minister, 

Department of the Interior, 
Ot t a w a, 

Your obedient servant, 

�--D; L, McKeand, 
Secretary, 
Northwest Territories Counoil. 

I 
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CJUNCIL OF THE NORTHWEST TlmRITORIES 

- AGENDA -

Tuesday, 15th N�y, 1934. 

2:30 p.m. 

1. Confirmation of W.nutes. 

Fifty-second session - Friday, 4th May, 1934. 

2. Natters of Urgent ImPortance. 

(a) Eastern Arcti.c Patrol 

1. Hudson•s Bay Company -
Offer - 10th February, 1934. 

2. Man Isle Transportation Company -
Offer - 10th January, 1934. 

3. Itinerary 1934 (copy attached) 

4. Government Party- freigh.t, etc. 
(Statement of requirements attached) 

(b) Public Aid to Hospitals 

5031-9 

1. Application for beds, wtc , Fort Smith Hospital 

(Referred to Department of Indian Affairs} 

(c) Reindeer Committee 

NJ.nutes of meeting - 26th April, 1934. 

(Mr. Porsild to be in attendance) 

(d) Wolf Bounties. 

Heports from R.C.:M.Police on wolf menace. 

(e} Scientific Expeditons 

1. Shackleton 

(Permits being issued) 

2. Wordie 

(Permit.s issued and Department External 
Affairs advised) 

3. Bartlett- Carpenter 

(Letters written regarding Government 
representatives) 

4819 
7305 

305 

7022 

7639 

5099 

204-4 

4, Donald B, MacMillan 572-3 

(Letters written regarding Government 
representative) 

( f) Northwest Game Regu.lations 4567 

Alleged exploitation of Eskimo and 
Coppermine trade prices, 

GCOO 
Z/6 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



2 

(g) Convention of Medical Officers 

Decision regarding necessity this year 
in view of limited appropriations. 

(h) Fort Smith - Fitzgerald Portage Road 

Recent developments -

1. Representations by 
[a) Northern Traders. 
(b) J.K.Cornwall. 

(f) Telephone connection at Fitzgerald 

{j) Mr. Rowatt•s retirement 

3. Items to be dealt with at a later session 

7320 
6133 

4711-2 

215-2 

7197 

(al Workmen• s Compensation 4795 

(b) Medical Officers annual report on hospitals 38 

(c) Maintenance of children who have one or more 
parents living. 

(d) Graduation aee of destitute orphan children 

4739-2 

from residential schools 2669 

(e) Eskimo relief - Quebec 

(f) Order of Hause of Commons for copies of all 
correspondence etc. , relating to the laat 
four expeditions to Bache Peninsula. 

· 7644 
7257 

294 

( g) Letter fron: W . F  .Cooke, Fort Smith, suggesting 5738 
certain amendments to the Northwest Game 
Regulations. 

( h) Policy regarding length of service for llledical 
officers in the Northwest Territories. 5917 

(i) Distribution of buffalo hides 7562 

[j) Winter landing field at Fort Smith 6372 -2 

(k) Regulations governing steam boilers 

(1) Transportation of destitutes 

7353 

7882 
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTH'JVEST TERRITORIES 

Minutes of a Special Session of the Northwest 
Territories Council held on Tuesday, the 15th 
day of May, 1934, in the office of the 
Commissioner. 

PRESENT -

Mr. R. A. Gibson ( In the Chair) 
Dr. Charles Cmnsell 
Mr. Austin L. Cumming 
Major-General J. H. MacBrien 
Dr. Harold W. McGill 
Major D. L, McKeand 

IN ATTENDANCE -

Mr. J. Lorne Turner 

Mr, Ralph Parsons 

Mr. George Watson 

Mr. A, E. Porsild 

Mr. W. 1L Cory 

Confirmation of Minutes -

- Acting Commissioner. 
- Member of Council, 

II 

II 

II 

II 

- Secretary. 

II 

II 

II 

- Acting Chairman, 
Dominion �ands Board. 

- Fur Trade Commissioner, 
Hudson's Bay Company, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

- Eastern Manager, 
Hudson's Bay Company, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

- Dominion Lands Aruninis­
tration, Department of 
the Interior. 

- Assistant Solicitor, 
Department of Interior. 

It was moved by General MacBrien, seconded by Dr. McGill, 
-tha t the Minutes of the Fifty-sec and Session of the Northwest Terri­
+,or ies Council, held on Friday, the 4th day of May, 1934, be confirmed, 

2, Matters of Urgent Importance -

(a) Eastern Arctic Patrol -

(1) Hudson 1 s Bay Company -
Offer - 10th February, 1934. 

5031-9 
7791 

Mr. Gibson mentioned that a tentative offer had been sub­
mitted by the Hudson•s Bay Company to take care of the 1934 Eastern 
Arctic Patrol for $21,000.00, but that certain parts of the required 
Government work were not included in the draft itinerary. He said 
that the requirements were somewhat the same as last y,rear although 
there would oe more freight and possibly increased personnel, and the 
situation was identical in the matter of finances - a limited amount 
of money would he available which must cover all n ecessary .work, 

General MacBrien said that a reply had not yet been re­
ceived from the Danish authorities to the request for p ermission to 
employ Greenland natives at C:raig Harbour but that in any event the 
ship should call at Robertson Bay to pick up the Police supplies 
brought there from Fram Havn. 

Mr. Parsons asked whether it would not pay better to re­
place the' personal equipment, mentioning that it would probably cost 

·about $2,000.00 for the "Nascopie 11 to mr>.ko the trip to Robertson Be.y. 

General MacBrien said tha� there were some articles of 
sentimentc,l v2J.ue to the owners which could not be replaced, but 2.ft'tir 
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discussion ho said that if it was not nocossc.ry to go Robertson Bay 
to pick up Greenland natives that the trip should not be made for 
the sole purpose of securing the Police supplies which consisted 
principally of personal equipment and belongings. 

Major McKeand was �sked to compare this year's require­
ments with 1933. He said that the difference in the number of 
personnel was due principally to the increased number of Police, nine 
being sent north this year instead of five. General MacBrien stated 
that the number would probably be eight, not nine. Maj or TuTcKeand 
said the scientific and administrative personnel would be somewhat 
fewer this year and that altogether it was expected the Government· 
party would number fourteen as compared with twelve last year. 

The items relating to freight, as indicated on the state­
ment attached to the Agenda, were gone over carefully, The thirty­
one tons of freight for the Royal c·anadian Mounted Police at Fort 
Nelson was dropped as General MacBrien explained that the Fort Nelson 
Detachment was being withdrawn. Summed up it is estimated that the 
total tonnage will be 259 from Montreal and Churchill - approximately 
69 tons more than in 1933. It is impossible at the present time to 
state definitely the amount of freight to be shipped from each port 
but it was promised that definite information in this regard would 
be supplied Mr. Parsons at as early a date as possible. 

]!r. Parsons explained that from their standpoint, it 
would facilitate matters if as much :freight as possible could be 
shipped from Churchill, inasmuch as the cap�city of the ship out of 
Montreal will be fairly well taxed this year. On th.e other hand 
General MacBrien stated that they would prefer shipping their freight 
from Montreal as it would cost less. 

The Secret�.ry said that Bishop Turquetil was not quite 
satisfied with the coal he had last yee.r, which was secured 2,t 
Churchill. Althougb it was Welsh coal it was of too soft a grade 
and he wished this ye2x to secure something a little harder. The 
Bishop w,�s not sure when last in touch with the Department, whether 
he would secure his coal c1t Churchill or Montree,l. 

It was stated that so far as freight and personnel for 
C'hesterfield and Baker L1cJce W[',s concerned, this might be h2,ndled on 
the "Fort Severn" or some other vGssel smaller than the "Nr,,scopie"" 

Mr. Parsons said that they would be able to h2ndle the 
freight whc,tever the final decision was 1\s to the point 1>,t which it 
should be put on board but that "· great deo.l depended on whether the 
"Nascopie 11 had to go to Robertson B1>,y bec2,use in that ev.ent it would 
be necessary to put on more coal and therefore they might b-e unable 
to take the whole of the Government freight from 1fontrEJal. 

Mention was llk'\de that therG would be two medical officers 
going north this year. Major McKeand said that if one of them was 
dropped at Burwell to carry out an inspection of the ITngava Bay 
District, which inspection is very desirable, and Dr. Livingstone 
dropped at Chesterfield, it would mean that the ship would be without 
a Doctor from the time she left Chesterfield until the second call at 
Burwell. Mr. Parsons did not think this would be a serious violation 
of the Regulations governing the operation of pas,senger ships. This 
point is to be dealt with when it is known definitely whether Dr. 
Livingstone will be going into Chesterfield by the "Nascopie" or the 
"Fort Severn" • 

Mr" Parsons said that they would be able to t2cke care of 
the total Government requirements this year and would be prepared to 
renew the contract on the same basis as last year, i. e. do all 
Government work as enumerated for the sum of $23,000.00. He said l;J,e 
would draft an Agreement for the consideration of the Department, 
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which could be altered if necessary and re-submitted to him. 

In answer to an enquiry, l\/fr. Parsons an.id that they would 
be establishing a post at Dundas Harbour this year but did not con­
template requ,esting permission to open one at Craig He1rbour. 

Mr. Gibson told Mr. Parsons that the De:m,artment would 
probably be asking him for a list of the natives trading at the vari­
ous posts, the prices charged for tro,de goods, and the prices e.llowed 
for pelts. Mr. Parsons s,dd they would be pleased to supply it, and 
mentioned that the Hudson's Bay Company has a very complete record of 
births, marriages, and dercths amongst the nc1tives and would willingly 
supply copies or extracts from their records. 

Mr., Gibson Sc\id thc1t Major McKeand had brought up the 
question of the necessity for those fishing in northern Quebec to 
take out a fishing license. In view of the location Genercl Mac-
Brien agreed tha-t there wecs no need to r2,ise the point now. 

The question of control of publicity was discussed brief-
ly. It was agreed that all the Company's officials, as well as 
Government officials, should co-oper11te to the fullest possible de­
gree in giving those visiting the Arcti� a proper impression of the 
wr:,,y in which a,ffairs are conducted there. Mr. Parsons remarked that 
11'.r. Russell Owen was furnished with free pl';ssage by the Company last 
year. 

The m2.tter of having all or a portion of the Police 
personnel get on bm1rd the Patrol ship at Moosornae or Churchill was 
mentioned, but General MacBrien said thu,t in view of the fact that 
the personnel for the Eastern Arctio wore selected principally from 
EE',storn Detachments, it w:,ould be preferable for them to go on board 
e,s a party at Montreal. 

Messrs. Parsons and Watson then retired, 

( 2) Mv.n Isle Transportation Company -
Offer - 10th January, 1934. 

The Secretary read a letter dated the 11th instant re­
ceived from Mr. E. Hawken, Assistant Deputy Minister of Marine, en­
closing a copy of one from the Senior Steamship Inspector, Halifax, 
in which the opinion was expressed that the "Man Isle" was not suited 
for navigation north of Hudson Strait ( Copies attached) . 

It was moved by General 1facBrien, seconded by Mr. Cumming, 
that a contract with the Hudson's Bay Company be drawn up along the 
lines of last year's .Agreement and today's discussion in Council, and 
recommended to the Minister of the Interior for acceptance. 

(e) Scientific Expeditions -

(1) Shaokleton - 7022. 

The Secretary read a draft letter to Dr. Skelton which it 
was proposed to aubmit for 11;,he consideration of the Minister of the 
Interior. It was suggested the cl.raft be changed slightly, mention 
being made (l) of the fact that the caches at Bache Peninsula and Fram 
Havn are Royo.l Canadian Mounti"d Police 02,ches 1:md do not oonte.in much 
in the WEW of food, ( 2) that the caches should not be depend 09, upon as 
food reserves as they will probably be required in connection with 
future Police patrols, (3) that the Expedition will not be permitted to 
kill musk-oxen for amy purpose, ( 4) that the Expedition will be acoom­
panied by Corporal Stallworthy of the Royal Canadia.n Mounted Police, 
whose travelling and subsistence expenses will be borne by the Expedi-
-c,ton. With these changes it was moved by General MacBrien, seconded 
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by Dr. llcGill, that the letter be approved. (Copy of letter attached). 

(c) Reindeer Committee - 4819 
7305. 

1/J:r, Porsild was asked to come in at this point. Each 
member of the Northwest Territories Council had been furnished with a 
copy of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Inter-departmental Reindeer 
Committee held on the 26th day of April last. To facilitate the 
presentation of information to Council, Mr. Gibson asked Mr. Porsild 
certain questions, as follows,-

1. What condition is this herd in now? 

}:Tr. Porsild reported not having seen the herd Etince it 
stampeded back to the w est side of the Dolte.. Mr. Crowley told him 
on March 2nd that the majority of the animals had been rounded/l;/Rd were 
at Shingle Point. The herders were bringing in the strays as circum-
stances permitted. Ur. Crowley thought the herd in rc.ther poor shapo 
but Mr. Por sild had pointed out this is only natural as the reindeer 
1',rc usually thinner in the early spring than at other times. However 
their condition has been somewhat aggravated by forced driving in the 
depth of wintar but with care this Sfilmmer the condition of the herd 
would be l!'lormaJ. Andrew Bahr estimated about 2,200 head at the 
commencement of the drive on the 24th December last. Mr. Porsild 
considered this to be a guess only. He said the Lapp herders re-
1iorted twenty-six ( 26) animals dropping out on the drive and were 
promptly killed. The general impression seemed to be that there were 
probably not over 2, 000 deer left in the spring, before fawning. 

2. Is it the same stock that Mr. Porsild selected? 

Mr. P.orsild s,tated the stook is the same as. that selected 
in Alaska and no admixture has oocurred since the drive oommenced in 
December, 1929. The original h.erd w as composed of Buckland deer and 
the Lapp herders report the animals as strong and healthy and &omewhat 
larger ,than the European deer. 

3o What is the proportion of males and femles? 

The original proportion of about 90 females to 10 males 
no longer exists, a ccording to JllI:r. Porsild. He thinks the proportion 
of females run as low as 60%. Mr, Porsild considered that 10% males 
are sufficient for breeding purposes and when the herd becomes esta­
blished, this percentage should prevail as far as possible. 

4. Will this herd, moved to the east side of the delta, without 
serious damage, constitute a reasonably satisfactory nucleus 
for our experiment? 

If the herd now at Shingle Point is delivered in its p1°e­
sent condition, Wl!', Por sild thinks that it w;ou.ld be quite satisfactory. 
However some of the original animals will be beyond the useful age and 
the proportion of males to females must be adjusted, but the progeny 
born enroute should be very good, He mentioned that the original 
iclaskan h erd only numbered 1,280 animals. 

5" What will be our yearly bill of expense? 

We provided this year for $23,334.00, based on delivery 
this spring. This amount s.hould not be exceeded for 1BSome years to 
come. Furthermore it is antioipated that reindeer products will be 
taken in lieu of wages when the herd has reached a safe maximum. 

6, What organization will be required? 

The following organization is considered necessary -
Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, three (3) Lapp herders, 
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three (3)  Eskimo herders, and two ( 2) Labourers, or a total of ten 
( 10 )  full paid employees, The number of apprentices v.�ill likely vary, 
It is antic ipated that just .i.s soon as the herd numbers over 5, 000 
head, some of the apprentices will be absorbed as full time herders . 

7. What wages will we have to pay? 

The classification of Superintendent and Assistant S uper-
intendent to be fixed by thG Civil Service Commission , Mr .  · Pors:tld 
explained that it would only be necessary to hi;,ve one supervising 
offi cer. Lapp herders - $70 .00 to $75.00 per month, plus ration not 
to exceed $200. 00.  Eskimo herders - not excoeding the scale of wages 
paid the Lapp herders . Foreman labourers - $110 , 00 per month, plus 
rat ions and �uarters. Labourers - $80,00 per month , plus rations. 
Appront i c os - B oard and lodging, wi th pockot monoy . 

Mr . Porsild suggested that the above wages for herders and 
labourers should be cons idered as the maximum only. In many cases 
herders, with l imi ted experience, should be started below the maximum 
rat e .  

8. What is the chance of obtaining Eskimo apprenti ces? 

Mr . Porsild thought there would be no diffi culty in obtain­
ing Eskimo apprentices from the residential schools or direct from 
Eskimo families . He stated that the Eskimos of the Distri ct are very 
much intero oted in the herd, much more so under present conditions 
than they were when times were better and they had too much money. 

9. W ill there be a hazard from wolves and , if so , what steps should 
bo taken to combat this? 

Mr .  Porsild thought there should be a small bounty on 
w:ilves. It was suggested that tho hunter be allowed to keep the pelt, 
HG did not think it would be possible to get rid of woJ. ves al together 
and mel).tioned that the most effective way would be by the use of 
poisoned bait,  but that this w ould not be safe inasmuch as the de er 
might oat tho bait . 

10 . Other conci itions of employment for Lapps and natives . 

Mr .  Porsild said that the Lappa and Eskimo will probably 
rn:;nt the right to t rap . He stated that these employees will be very 
busy with their herding operations and will not have much time for 
trapping bu t would resent it  if they were forbi dden to do so . Ho 
so.id that in Yiew of the nature of the country and of their duties, 
it would be q ui te easy to s ee that the privilege of trapping was not 
ci,bused. 

Mr . Porsild said that the system of paying a bonus to Lapps 
was a very inexpensive way of getting good results. Even a few dol·· 
lar s to the L<',pps means a lot . 

The Lapps are app8,rently qui te satisfied wi th c onditions 
at Kittigazuit although they find the climate rather severe. 

11 , Slaughter of surplus male and di aposal of meatt. 

As s:oon as possible the mirplus animals should be killed,  
Cold storr,,ge fo:rr the meat c:an be p:;.•ovided by tunnelling into a hill . 

12. llfo.rking of deer. 

11[r. Pcrsild s aid it would be o, simple matter to establ ish 
sume mark on the Government herd . They are putting a numbered ear 
tecg on the ani mals so that track c= be kept of the indivi dual stock , 
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13. Delivery of deer. 

The chances are reasonably good for del ivery next winter . 
:M:r. Porsild did not see any reason why delivery should not have been 
made last fall if the matter had been attended to properly. 

To protect itself, Mr .  Porsild said the Government might 
eve ntually have to t ake delivery on the west side of the Delta. Tu!r. 
Gibson warned Mr. Porsild that the Government had a bond from the 
Lomen Company and said that undsr no circumstances must nny Depart­
mental offi cer take  over the Com:;:iany ' s share of res:wonsibility al­
though it is quite proper to help the Lomen Comp1:my . He al so added 
that if the Company threw up its hands , Mr. Porsild should wire to 
Ottawa for i nstructions .  

14 . Gra7.ing conditions at mouth of Mackenzie, 

General Tu!acBrien EJ,sked whether the country was suitable, 
Mr .  Porsild said that in coming from Alaska he was very much im­
pressed with the p:cese nt reindeer grazing area and did not think 
there was 2WY plac e  like it in Alaska . The Lapps aJ.so :felt the same 
way about it. Ge neral MacBrien explained that what he had i n  m i nd 
wc>.s the District i n  which the rei ndeer ai· e  at prese nt located. Mr .  
Porsild s aid that there was sufficient food for the animals on the 
west scide of the De lta but there the snow packed ao mrd i n  the 
winter that i t  was difficult and sometimes impossible for the deer to 
dig through, At such times the herd was driven back into the 
valleys. Mr . Porsild said th2,t on the east side of the Delta the 
snow did not pack hard. 

Mr. Porsild retired after b e i ng thanked by Mr. Gibson. 

( b) Publ ic Aid to Hospitals -

( 1 )  Application for beds, etc. , Fort Smith Hospital - 204-4. 

It was reported that word had been received from District 
Agent MoDougal at Fort Smi th that the beds applied for by Father 
Lefebvre were required for s, new wi ng to 'Ghe hospital , a.lso that 
followi ng receipt of this advice , Dr . McGill had sugge.s Ged that the 
cost be divided pro rat�, between the Departments of Indian Affairs 
and Interior - three-fifths ( 3/5 ) to be paid by the Department of 
Indian Affair s ,  and two-fifths ( 2/5 ) by the Interior Departme nt .  

It was remarked that i n  _connection with the .Anglican 
Hospital at Aklavik, the Department of Interior had recently author­
i zed the purohase of beds for an exte nsion and that the relative 
responsibil ities of the two Dapartme nts was pretty much reversed in  
this case as compared with Fort Smith .  

Dr. McGill was not willi ng to agree  to assume a specific  
portion of the c:o st  of the beds s:;upplied for the Aklavik hospital 
without further consideration, but suggested that as far as the Fort 
Smith Hospital was concerned that the cost of the new equipme nt be 
borne by the two Department:3 as suggested, on a pro rata basis .  This 
motion was :steconded by I/fr, Cwmning and a greed to. 

( e) Scientific Exped itions -

2. Wordie , 7839 . 

The Secretary rep orted for the information of Council 
that this Expedition originally consisted of f our people , Since 
then five additi onal names had been added and permits issued. 
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3. Bartlett-Carpenter - 5099 - 908. 
4 .  Donal d B. MacMillan - 572-3. 

The letter which it was pr oposed to sen d to Commander 
MacMillan, based on the deci sion reached  at the last meeting of the 
Northwest Territories Council , that the necessary permits would be 
granted on the understanding that a repre sentative of the Dominion 
·.7as taken along, was submitted for t he consideration of the Mini ster 
who had suggested that the draft be r eferred t o  Dr. O. D ,  Skelton 
for advice as to the best wor ding to bo u sed in such cases, The 
External Affair s Department thought it would bo better to say in each 
c o,se that tho Expedition would bo require d  to t ake along "a repre­
sentative of tho Government", but as Dr. S kelton is out of town a 
reply had n ot yet been reooivod. It was pointed out that th e m ore  
general term would cover member s of the Roy::i,l Can::i,dinn Mounted Police 
,md Gonor2,l I10,cBrien agreed thE,t it would be better to u se the ox-
pr essi on "ro11res ontati ve of the Government 11 • 

( f ) Northwest G=e Regul ations -

present a 

Alloged exploi t::i,tic,n of Eskimo and Copp ermine trade prices -
4567 . 

Dealt with under Item 2 a { 1 ) , whil e Mr , P2,rsons was 

( g) Convention of Medical Officers - 7320 . 

lv'Ir . Gibson stated that he had been in correspondence with 
Dr, McGill in conneotion with thi s matter as it vres thought that it 
mi ght be of more importance and in the intere sts of the Mac::kenzie 
Di strict Uedical Service to br ing out Dr, Urquhart, e1s he had been on 
duty stectdily for quite a number of ye['.rs, r2.ther than spend the 
t'\vc1ilable money on arranging the conference. He s2,id that from the 
Indian Department standpoint it o,:ppe2,red that it might be preferable 
to po stpone the Conference , 2.l so that the Indi2,n Depc1rtment might be 
2,ble to '.1.rr[',nge to send c1 Doctor to Aklc,.vik to relieve Dr. Urquhart, 
';emporarily. He woul d look into this and '1.dvise lc1ter . 

Dr. McGill pointed out that if a Conference was held, as 
suggested, it would mean that the whole of the lfackenzie District 
would be without the servic o s  of doctors ,  except at the point of the 
Conference . He thought it would servo just as well to bring one of 
the medical officer s  out each year . The matter is to stand pending 
further investigation . 

( h) Fort Smith - Fitzgerald Portage Road - 4711-2 - 21 5-2, 

Mr . Gibson reported that the Minister of the Interior had 
received representations from mining companies and others that the 
Alberta Government was renewing thi s year , the contract with Ryan 
Broth ers ,  and that additi onal features were being introduc e d  into the 
contract this year which were undes irable. l!r, Gib s on added that 
Premier Brownlee was here reccmtly and told the Minister that no 
clauses  wore being included that would make it more difficult for the 
companies concerned to handle their own freight, but that a claus e was 
being inc luded to prot ect the public in the matter of s ervice an d 
charges. This clause placed the control of the ltlberta end of the 
road under the Public Utilities Board, 

Mr. Gibson said that the Minis ter expects to receive a 
lottor from Premier Brownlo e  confirming this, 

( i) Tolophone connection at Fitzgerald - ?19? . 

Mr . Gibs on said that Mr. J, A, 1.forie of Fitzgerald wishes 
to have his Post Office connected up vii th the W ood Buffnlo Park tole-
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phone service , He stated that this application was submitted to 
the Department a couple of years ago and that at that time the 
Department did not feel dispos ed to give f2.vourablo consideration 
to the ,:,;ppliec'.tion inP,smuch as it would mee.n connecting up i:-, 
trr:.der with an open telephone lino th2,t was used to a considerc:.ble 
extent in conn ection with the r,dministration of g.�.rne lc;.WS , How­
ever Mr. Gibson pointed out th ,:ct the Post Office Department hn.d 
sufficient confidence in Morie to m2.ke him Postm2.ster and he s1'\id 
th2.t while the District Agent did not recommend the 2.pplic2.tion 
origin2.lly, he now saw no objection to it being grrmted, f',lso 
th2.t Mr. Cumming had rocommondod thr.t Mr , Morie ' s applic2.tion 
be given f,wourable consider,,tion , 

Mr. Cumming sr.id that lilr, 1forie w2.s willing to have 
the telephone placed in ::i private room ::end not 2.llow the; general 
public c.ecess to it, 2.lso that the co=1orci2J_ r.irwe.ys had 
requested tho ins t2.llation of this telephone 2.t Fitzgor2.ld . 

It was tho opinion of Council th2.t this seemed to 
moot the s itu2.tion adequately. 

( j )  1,Tr. Rowatt I s retirement -

It was movod by Dr. C=soll , seconded by General 
Mr,cBrien, that the members .of the Council of the Northwest 
Territories in Session assembled desire to plceco on record c1n 
expression of approcie.tion of the services rendered by their 
coller'.gue , Hugh Howard Row-'.'.tt, C.JK. G. , Deputy Minister of the 
Interior, who h0s boon r', member of Council since the 16th Juno, 
1921, r,nd Commissioner of the Northwest Territories. since the 
31st l[1c,rch, 1931 ,  

Council then rsdjourned. 
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Dear IDr, Skelton: 

THE M INISTER OF THE INTERIOR 

CAN&DA 

Ottawa , 16th May, 1934, 

I have before me your letter of the 8th instant , to­
gether with its enclosures , relat ing to the propo sed scientific expedi­
tion to Ellesmere Island being organized by Mr. Edward Shackleton under 
the auspices of the Oxford University Exploration Club. 

As you will recall , Mr, Shackleton came to Ottawa in 
September last and personally presented an application for scientific 
and exploratory permits ,  also financial support by way of assisting , and 
thus assuring the success of the Expedition, 

Mr, Shackleton was advi sed that before the Expedition 
would be furnished with pennits to carry out scientific investigations 
within the Northwest Territories,  sati sfactory evid enc e must be furnished 
under the following headings , -

(1 )  That the Expedition had the backing of the Oxford Uni­
versity Exploration Club and the Royal Geographical society; 

(2 ) That it was adequately equipped and financed; 
(3 ) That the Canadian Government would not be held responsi­

ble for the organization of a relief party should the Exp edition 
meet wi th disaster, 

satisfactory evidence has already been received in 
reference to the bona fides of the individual members of th e Expedition, 
while we have the assurance that the Expedition bas the official backing 
of the aforementioned organizations and that the Oxford University 
Exploration Club will assume full responsibility should a reli ef party 
bo necessary. 

The infonaation furnished by Sir Percy Cox , Presi­
dent of the Royal Geographical Society in his letter of the 25th ultimo ,  
addressed to the High Commissioner , would indicate that the Expedition 
is sufficiently equipped and financed to cover their needs, This feature 
has been confirmed by Mr, Shackleton in n recent cn blegram addressed to 
the Royal Cnno.dian Mounted Polic e,  l therefore propo se to recommend 
inclusion in the Supplementnry Estima.tes thG sum of $1 , 000, 00 by way of 
o.ssisting the Expedition; $?00,00 to go townrds the expenses of a 
geologist , and $300, 00 to help covor the cost of assembling o.nd publish­
ing the ExpeMtion• s report s ,  plans , chart s ,  sketches , photographs , etc. , 
copi es of which will be furni shed this Department . 

I should be pl eased if you would discuss this matter 
with the Prime Minister and let me have a c opy of the message sent to 
the High Commissioner ' s  office. 

As the Expedition is scheduled to leave England 
next mont h ,  I encll. o se for transmission to the High Commissioner in London, 
the under mentioned pennit s authorizing the Expedition to carry out their 
scient ific investigat ions and exploration projects , -

0 ,  D, Skelton, Esq . ,  M.A., Ph ,D , , 
Under secretary of State for External Affairs ,  

Ottawa. 
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Scientists and Explo rers 

No .184 - Dr,  Noel Humphreys. 
No.185 - Edward Shacli<leton. 
No.186 - .A. w. Moore. 

Archaeologi sts and Ethnologists 

No. 26 - A.  w. Moore. 

Scientific Pennit 

No .157 - A. w.  Moore. 
(This p ennit authorizes Mr. Moore to 
capture twenty specimens of each mammal 
and non-migratory bi ro ,  but does not 
authori ze the taking of specimens of 
buffalo, musk-oxen or reindeer ) ,  

It s hould be made clear to Mr, Shackleton and members 
of his Expedition t hat no reliance should be placed on the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police food caches at �ram Havn or  Bache Peninsula. They contain 
very little in t he way of food and what goods are there may be req_uired 
for future Police patrols, It should also be pointed out to Mr. Shackleton 
that t he Expedition cannot be authorized to take musk-oxen for any purpose. 
This policy is strictly adhe red to in connection wit h all expeditions, 

It is expected that t he Shacld.eton Expedition will be 
accompanied by Corporal Stallworthy of t he Roycl Canadian Mounted Police, 
who is familiar with the Ellesmere Island count ry. The Expedition is to 
cove r Corporal Stallworthy • s  travel and subsistence expenses. 

Yours very truly, 
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GOVERNMENT REQ,UIREl'llENTS IN EASTERN ARCTIC , l\J34. 

(As disclosed by inter-departmental correspondence and 
Northwest Territories Council Minutes. ) 

l .  Itinerary. 

(a )  Practically same as previous years. Commences Montreal , Saturday, 
?th July - ends Halifax, Sydney or Q,uebec - (Voyage tenninated St. 
John' s ,  Newfoundland , last year but contract covered all expenses 
to Truro , N.s . ) 

(b ) Chesterfi eld to be included for personnel and freight ( reforwarding 
to Baker Lake if considered necessary) . 

(c ) Transportation required for Police Eskimo from Pond Inlet to Craig 
Harbour - (only if Greenland natives not available ). 

Collect personal belongings, equipment , etc. , Robertson Bay -
(transport Greenland natives to Craig Harbour, if necessary ).  

Return home Police Eskimo from Craig Harbour to Pond Inlet. 

(d ) Government party to be provided with special transportation fa­
cilities at all ports of call - {similar provision was made in 
l\J33 but owing frcilure motors arrangements proved inndequnte ) .  

2. Medical Officers. 

(Two doctors sail from Montreal ) .  

l .  Dr •. Livingstone to be ship' s  doctor - Montreal to Chesterfield. 

2. Pangnirtung doctor , to examine Eskimo and Indians Ungava Bay 
district - Transportation and subsistence by . small boat Port 
Burwell to Diana Bay and return - rejoins patrol as ship' s  
doctor to Pangnirtung. 

3. Dr. Bildfell to he ship ' s  doctor for remainder of the voyage. 

3. Government Party. 

Department of Interior . 

l. 
2. 

Officer in charge (McKeand ) 
Astronomer - (Madill) 

Department of Mines. 

3 .  Ethnologist or  Archaeologist 

Post Office Department . 

4. Inspector (& Secretary) 

Ontario Research Foundation. 

5 .  Dr. Seymour Hadwen 
(From Charlton island for 
remainder of voyage only. )  

Royal Canadian Mounted Police . 

6 .  Superintendent ( Irvine) 
8 other :ranks 

l\J34 

l 
l 

l 

l 

l 

l 
8 

14 

l\J33 

12 
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Under Consideration. 

7 .  
s. 

Ornithologist 
Representative Tourist 
Publicity Campaign 

- 2 -

1934 

l 

l 

1933 

Total Government Pa rty . • . . • • . . • • • 16 12 

-1, Freight . 

Department of Interio r ,  

1. Medical Officer, Pangnirtung 

2. Hospital , 

3 .  ,, 

" 
Chesterfield 

4 .  Relief - Buffalo hides , etc. 

Royal Canadian Mounted. Police, 

5. Burwell , Craig and. Baffin 

6 .  Chesterfi eld 

7 ,  Bake r  L.s.ke 

8 ,  Port Nelson 

Summary : -

Tonnage from - Montreal 
n " 

5 ,  Accommodati on, 

- Churchill 

1934 

15 tons 

50 

50 

25 

1933 

15 tons 

50 

50 

25 

140 140 

60 50 

33 

26 

31 

290 tons 190 tons 

1934 1933 

130 tons 120 tons 
160 70 

290 t ons 190 tons 

L Medical officer  requi res be·tter accommodation and adeg_uate facilities 
for examinat ion and treatment of patients, 

2, L�proved postal facilities necessary. 
3 .  Possibility of Police  persomo.81 boarding ship at Moosonee o r  Churchill 

instead of Montreal .  

6 ,  Comparative stat ement of fares - s,s. "Nascopie" -

1933 1934 Diffe rence 

Montreal to 

Cartwright $75 . 00 to $90. 00 $60 , 00 $15,00 to $30 , 00 

Moosonee $350.00 to $400 , 00 $250. 00 $100. 00 to $150.00 

Churchill $400 . 00 to $450. 00 $300, 00 $100 ,00 to $150, 00 
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1933 1934 Differenc e 

Moosonee to 

ChurchEl $75 .00 to $90 . 00 $50 .00 $15 , 00 to ;)30 ,00 

St , John' s :;\55 8 , 00 to :)550. 00 

Quebec )450 . 00 oioo. oo to $200.00 

Churchill to 

st . John' s $500 .00 to 0550 , 00 

Quebec ;)400.00 0100 . 00 to ;)200. 00 

Round tri:12. -
Montreal to st . John ' s  

;)850 . oo to � . 000. 00 

Mor.ltreal -',;o Quebec ()650, 00 ()200 . 00 to ;)350 . 00 
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Sir: 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 

OTTAWA 

S, S ,  ''MAN ISLE" , 

May 11, 1934. 
File 80-M 142, 

Referring to my letter of the 2nd instant 
in reply to yours of the 12th ultimo re the above ship. I 
am enclosing a copy of a letter of the 8th instant from the 
Senior steamship Inspector at Halifax from which you will 
observe that the Inspector does not consider the ship suitable 
for the Arctic patrol . 

I a m ,  Sir , 

Your obedient servant, 

• sgd• E ,  Hawken , 

Assistant Deputy Minister. 

The Assistant Deputy Minister of the Interior, 

Ottawa, Canada . 
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Sir , -

Halifax , N.S. 

8th May, 1934. 

S .S .  "MAN ISLE" for Arctic patrol. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 2nd instant with attached copy of a letter from Mr. H. H. 
Rowatt ,  Deputy Minister of Interior, and chart setting out re­
quirements and route of Arctic Patrol on which it is proposed 
to use the S, S. "J\/JAN ISLE" . 

The s.s G t'MA_N ISLE0 , ex. "SAMIB00° , ex "PELLEGRINI" , 
ex ''SK:l:R'lE" ,  will be found in Bureau Veritas Register , from which 
it will be noted she has a gross tonnage of 892 ,  underdeck t onnage 
359 am deadweight 1 , 200 tons . She was built by Short Brothers, 
su.nder:Cand , 1909 , and her eng ines are triple expansion, with 
cylinders of 15" ,  2511 and 41" , and her indicated H.P. is s hown as 
565 , With a speed of s.5  knots. 

The S . s .  "J\l[AN ISLE" is an ordinary freighter with 
accammodation for ten passengers. 

This ship is not reinforced for ice conditions 
and has the usual framo spacing and no ice belt. 

From an experience of 12 years as an engineer in 
'the C . G.S. "STANLEY" with twelve winters spent in the Gulf under 
ice conditions , I am of the opinion that .the S .S .  "MAN ISLE" is  
not suitable for Arctic Patrol North of Hudson Straits. 

In this opinion Inspector O 'Brien concurs .  

Please find chart enclosed. 

I am , Sir , 

Your obedi ant servant , 

Frank McDonnell , Esq , , 
Chainnan, Beard Steamship Inspection, 
Ottawa . 

• sgd•  Nonnan A .  Currie , 

Senior Steamship Inspecilor. 
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Minut e s  of the Fifty- s e cond Ses s i on of the North­
west  Terri t or i e s  Counci l ,  helc1. on Fr iday, the 4th 
2ay of May, 1934 , in the office  of the C ommi s s i oner . 

PRESENT -

:Mr .  R .  A .  Gib son ( In the C"hair ) 
Dr . Charle s  Cams ell  
J\l[r . Av s tin L .  Cumming 
Mr . K .  R .  Daly 
Maj or -General J. H .  MacBri en 
Dr . Harolc. W .  McGill 
Maj or D.  L.  ·1[cKeand 

IN ATTENDANCE -

Hr . J .  Lorne Turner 

Col . R . H .  Mv lock 

Jl[r . W .  E .  Gilbert 

Mr . Diamond Jenne s s  

Mr . · R .  H .  MacNabb 

1\/ir . A .  M. Narr away 

Dr . E .  L .  S t one 

Minut es -

- Acting C ommissi oner . - Member of Counc i l . 
11 11 " 
II 11 11 

11 11 II 

11 11 11 

- Secretary. 

- Act ing Chairman , 
Dom. Lands Boar d .  

- As s t .  to Pre sident , 
Canadi an Airways , Ltd . , 
Montreal , Q,uebec . 

- Pilot , 
Cane.di an Airways , I.td . 

- Ethnolog i s t ,  Nat i onal 
Mu s eum of Canada. 

- Chief Superint endent , 
Railway Ma.il Servi c e ,  
Po st Off i c e  Department . 

- Topographi cal Survey of  
Canada,  D·epartment of 
Int er i or . 

- Dir ec t or , J.!ed i c al Ser -­
vice s ,  Department of 
Indian Affair s .  

Dr . McGill sugge sted th1;.t the Minute s  of the Fifty-
f i r st S e s s i on ,  held on the 1 5 th March,  be amended as foll ows , -

( Page 2 - 2a-Troup Gas e  - third para . second line ) -
change t o  read - "child of an Indian mother !!EY be  taken 
into the band . "  

( Page 5 - f ( 1 )  - Appl icat i on f or beds ,  Fort Smith Hos­
pitv.l - fifth para . l ast  l ine ) - change to  rer.d "ho spital 
fe� dur ing the year . "  

Dr . 1/J:cGill moved , seconded by J\IIr . Daly , that these  
change .s be  i'\dopted . Carried . 

NOTE -- To  c onserve the t ime of thos e in att endcmce ,  
the order of t he Agenda wr:.s not str i c tly fol l owed . 

( 1 )  Trc'.nspor t at i on of de stitut e s  from Northwe st Torritori. e s  - 7882 
6860 

]Jr . Gib s on stc.ted that C o l . Mulock cmd Mr . Gilbert hr.d 
b e en i nvited  to attend b e c ceu s e  of t wo matters in which their C'ompP,ny 
vr2. s very much inter e s t e d .  The first o f  which relr:.ted to t rc1nsportP.-
t i on out  of tho Northwest  Territori e s  of destitut e s , sick ,  inj ured 
r.nd ins rcne . Dr . McGill s r:.id thc'.t the r e sponsibility of hi s Depart­
ment was r e s tr i c ted to Indirms  withi n the mec'.ning of  the Indi':m Act .  
Dr . S t one remc1rked that a f ew yec'.r s  P.go this matt er became of somG 
impor t C'.ncc  to  them by rev.son of pilot s picking up Indians , bringing 
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them to some settlement, and then forwarding bills to the Department 
of Indian Affairs for transportation . That Department therefore 
issued instructions that all flights had to be authorized from 
Ottawa. This resulted in  wireless messages coming in from various 
points in the north saying that so and so was sick and a.sking for 
authority to bring the party out by plane. Sufficient information 
could n ot always be secured by wireless f\nd consequently these 
instructions had to be changed. The instructions n ow in force in 
the Indian Department 1;re that :ceropl1'.ne trr:.nsporte. ti on of sick and 
inj ured , etc. , is to be considered on ,1/1-e sr:.mo br:.sis ·'1.S other 
tr::i.nsportation, aeropln.nes to be us0gilJioro economica'.1, 0 If a 
pilot brings an Indian out on his own initi[',tivc , the trcmsportr:.tion 
charges r:.re only pc',id by the Department of Indian Affairs provided 
the party is an Indian within the mecming of tho Indi['.n Act and 
provided the medical officor concern ed certifies that such action 
w�s necoss2.ry g 

l\Tr . Gibson thought that the situ::::.tion with regard to 
the trc;.nsportf'.tion of sick l\nd injured Indif'.ns Wc,s s ufficiently 
cler:.r but pointed out that the payment for the transportation .of 
s.ick, injured or ins ::tne, dostituto whit es f'.nd halfbreeds was not 
quite so easy of solution. He renarked that there was no medical 
examination of those brought into the Territories by the mining 
companies and the Dominion should not be held responsible for the 
transportation and care of any such that had to be taken out of the 
Territories. 

C'ol. Mu.lock said that their pilots simply had to 
bring out any serious cases and would have to continu e to do so but 
it was hardly fair that his company should have to bear the cost . 
He mentioned that their base wr.s at McMurrr".y where there was not 
r,dequi'Ote facilities for the tre2,tment of sick rmd injured f'.nd unl ess 
it so h2,ppened that there w'."'.s reedy connection with the trf'.in , they 
h'."'.d to mf'.ke a special t rip to Ec'Jnonton. C'ol. Mulock Sf'.id th:it there 
were uo outstcmding c1,ccounts f'.t present but he would like to have an 
understrmding ".s to just where they stood. 

It was pretty well '.:'.greed thf'. t as far n.s cr,sos of 
emergency whore , on account of injury, sickness or insanity, it 
bec::::.mo necossr,ry to move a white m£,n or hr',lfbreod who was without 
funds , an effort should be m::i.de to h i".vo the cost of trr,.nsportation 
rcnd tren;tment borne by 2. mining comprmy when the disabled. person had 
been employed by a mining company, or failing this by relatives 
underk,king responsibility. However Dr. Gamsell moved, seconded by 
General Ma,cBrien, that the situation be reviewed in a comprehensive 
memorandum and broug),t up for further consideration at the next 
meeting of Council , 

2. Aircraft landing field� -

Col. Mu.lock said they would suggest that the Depart­
ment of Interior take out l icenses for anl. operate landing fields at 
three points i n  the Northwest Territories - Fort Smith, Fort Rae , 
and Aklavik . He stated that when a landing field was operated by 
a private corporation , that corporation was likely to be accused of 
operating primarily for their own welfare , further that when a 
license was taken out it was usually found that improvements had to 
be made . His company did not feel that they should be compelled to 
spend the company ' s  money for this purpose even though they were tlrn 
largest company OI[:Qrating in the Mackenzie Distriot. 

Col. Mulock said that at Fort Smith where the landing 
field was used only during the winter , a little cl e1;;ring was necess­
ary. He would like this undertaken during the present =er . He 
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p oint od out that during the wi nter the flying hours are v ery short 
and that the nearest place to Smith where a plane can land on the 
ice is over two mile s  distant . Consequently it is important that 
the landing field should be loc ated closer to the Settlement . 

At Rae Col. Mulock thought aome  of the rocks should 
be blown out in addition to the buoying of the channel • .  Dr . Camsell 
asked whether s ome of the rock ob structions were not bed rock, Col. 
Mulock said there was one ledge . The difficulty of removing ob­
structions of this kind in shallow water wa s mentioned. 

Col. Mulock said that they would like Aklavik made a 
customs airport and that the Customs Department would have no  obj ec-
tion .  General MacBrien said that his Detachment at Aklavik could 
l ook after the . customs wo rk .  

Co l. Mulock agreed to submit his repre sentations in 
writing and he and Mr. Gilbert then retired. 

2 (a )  Northwest Territories Mining Regulations - 3094 -4 TML . 

( 2) Thelon Game Sanctuary - Fairbairn application to  prospect -
5169-3 - 6738 - 7483 - 9258 TML. 

Mr. Gib son said that Mr. Narraway had been asked to 
attend because of a reque st from Mr. W .  H. Fairbairn f or permission 
to fly over the Thelon Sanctuary . Mr. Fairbairn had been told that 
no one was being a,llowed t o  visit this area, except under ape cial 
p ermit , and that until the country had been sized up by the Mines 
Department , it was not considered advisable t o  amend the present 
sanctuary boundaries as  it is necessary to protect thi s  breeding 
ground of caribou and musk-ox. 

Mr . Fairbairn had been told al so that Mr. Narraway 
had been examining aerial photographs of the territory near the · 
Sanct�ary with a view to making a report to the Geological Survey. 
Mr. Fairbairn had conferred with Mr . Narro.way c.nd h2,s indicated 
his desire to conduct reconnaissance from the air over Thelon Sanc­
tuary. 

Mr. Ne.rr2.way iiH'.id that practic2.lly the whole o f  the 
SEcnctua,ry is covered by "drift"  with the po ssible exception of the 
eastern end. He did not  think i t  was necessctXy to  aJ. ter the 
reservation but sugge sted for consideration the granting of per­
mission to  tho se interested to  fly over that portion of the Sanctuary 
within fifteen mile s of Artillery L ake which, he said, would ade­
quately cover the interesting structure disclo sed by the photographs 
in que stion. He expressed the opinion that i t  would be difficult 
to enforce the regulations prohibiting travel over this area if any 
real demand for permission for  this developed . 

After discussion it was moved by Mr. Cumming, seconded 
by Dr .  McGill, that before permitting any one to fly over any portion 
of the Thel on Sanctuary, a letter be addressed to the Deputy Minister 
of Mines by the Acting Commissioner of the Northwest Territories ,  
requesting an examination of the geolo gical formation of the Sanctu­
ary by a geolo gi cal party. 

Mr , Narraway then  re tired. 

( p )  W o od Buffalo Park -

Appli cation of Harry Snyder Limited, Montreal, requesting per­
mission take group W ood Buffalo for Ameri can Museum of Natural 
History, New York City � 7873. 

The Secretary said that an application had been sub-
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mitted to the Minister by Mr . H .  Snyder of Montreal :for permis sion 
to take a group of wood buffalo for the American Museum of Natural 
History. 

The Secretary read the letter from Mr. Snyder in 
which a careful examination wa s promised of s.pecimens obtained after 
which they were to be mounted in the n0w North American Mammal 
Hall. The offer was aJ. so made to mount and deliver one or more 
specimens for any Museum the Department might select, without co st 
to t he Dor,artment. 

Dr. Ca.msell remarked that if ther e was anything to 
the conten tion of certain biologists that the transfer of buffalo 
from Wainwright to Wood Buffalo Park vrnuld re sul t  in the wiping out 
of a distinct type , it was very desirable that specimens of the pure 
wood buff2,lo should be secured, examined tmd preserved. 

Dr. Cam.sell moved, seconded by General MacBrion, that 
the applic2.tion of Mr. Snyder b e  accepted provi ded a letter is re­
ceived from the An1eric2,n Iiuseum of NaturQl Hi story to the effect 
that ho is  acting for the Museum cmd provided he agrees to deliver a 
similo.r grou,p to the British Museum. General MacBrien Sc',id he 
could send a mo.n from Fort Smith o.long with the Snyder Expedit ion to 
see tho.t the Park regulations were complied with. The actual 
shooting must  be conducted under the supervis ion of the Chief Wl',l'den. 

( d )  Eastern Arctic Patrol - 5031-9 - 7791. 

1 .  Composition of Government Party . 

(a) .Admini strative officers ( including represent2,tivo of 
pre ss ;  
Scientists, 
Po stal Service s. 

Dr. Camsell illldid that he had turned over to Ik. Collins 
the matter of scientific vrnrk in the East ern Arctic for 1934 ., that a 
Committee had been formed and that Mr • .rennes s  was in attendance as 
representative of the Committee. 

Ml'.' o  .Tenness  s aid that the long ang. short of their 
deliberat ions was that there was no known part/£r..e Eastern Arctic 
particularly well  suited to a comprehensive scientific examination 
during the summer, the only place that seemed to be  of interest to 
even two men was Southampton Island . This area was of very little 
interest to a geologist. He thought an archaeo·logist might 
prof itably 1;,ccompany the Exped:ii.tion and make inquiry at the various 
por t s  of c all as to untouched Eskimo ruins which might be examined 
on some future occasion. Examinations of this kind would not be 
po ssible during the coming summer b ecause the untouched sites would 
all be too far distant from the pos t s o He said, therefore, that 
from a Museum standpoint little could be expected from a combined 
:i:iarty, further t hat the estimated cost of such a party was from 
$5,000o OO to $10 , 000. 00 , 

Mr. , .renness continued his remarks by expressing the 
opinion t hat if the Northwest Territories Council wished to do some ­
thing of extreme value over a period of years, he would suggest the 
undertaking of an adequate scheme of educating the E skimo in that 
area . He mentione.d not only simply academic subjects, but carpen-
try, mechanics, wireless,  and similar training, which, he said, 
would place the Eskimos in a good position to help develop the 
district when further resources of commercial importance were dis­
closed , '  He said he had submit ted repr esentations along these lines 
s ome few years ago and &Jgreed to bring his memorandum up to date. 
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Dr. Camsell thought that the respons ibility of 
G'ouncil was greater in regard to t.he human resources of the Eastern 
Arctic than in regard to the material resources . He expressed the 
opinion that the welfare  of the Eskimos was Council ' s  primary res­
ponsibility. 

The ne ed for continued scientific investigation in 
the Arctic was stressed and Mr . .Jenness expressed the opinion that 
this work could be c:arried out cheaply and well by encouraging ex­
ped itions such as those sent out by the Universiti es of Cambridge 
and Oxford, both of which had exploration societies. 

It was mentioned that the Ontario Rosearch Foundation 
might be willing that Dr . Hadwe n  accompany the Eastern Arctic Ex�e­
di tion from Churchill north and Dr. Cams8ll thought that he would 
pr obably be able to get a lot of information on board. the boat, and 
by m2.king inquiries at the ports of call. 

After discussion it vms moved that in addition to 
the represent1:1tivo of the Dominion Obsorvc'.tory ,  already r ecommended 
by Council , the scientific personnel for 1934 consist of Dr. Hadwen 
and a repres entative of the Department of Mines. This was agreed 
to , 

Mr. Mc Nabb , w ho had come in during the discussion, 
said that the Post Office Depe,rtmont had had under consideration 
the advisability of sending a repr esentative north on the Efi.stern 
Arctic Expedition in order to ascertain existing cond itions and 
plan future postal s ervic c .  Ho  remarked tha t last year there hac, 
bo on some mention of damage to the mail , Mr , G ibson asked whethGr 
th 0 Post Office nominee could bG a mnn qualifiod to a et as secretary 
and histori(tn , and Mr . McNabb express od  the opinion that this could 
probably be arranged. The inclusion of 1:1 representative of the 
Post -Office Department in this yeo.r's po.rty wits favour[',bly con­
sidered and it was agreed that the list of personnel should now be 
pr Gpared and submitted to the Minister of t he Interior for con­
sidorctti on. 

Mr • .Jenness and Mr. McNabb then retired. 

( b) B2port of Reindeer Committee - 4819 - 7305. 

The Secrotrtry d irected attention to the Minutes of 
the Meeting of the Intor-dop2.rtmentcel Reindeer Committee which 
accomp1cnied the Agend:::.o It W[l,S thought that this matter shoulci 
stn,nd until the ne xt meeting of Council. 

( c )  Public Aid to Hospitals -

1. Application for beds , etc. , Fort Smith Hospital - 204-4 .  

The Secr etary pointed out that ther e was some doubt 
as to whether the beds requested by the Fort Smith Hospital were 
wanted for an extension: to the hospital or to replace worn out 
equipment and that 1/fr. Turner had therefore wired District Agent 
JiicDougal for information in this regard. He stated no reply had yet 
been received. 

Dr. Stone said Father Lefebvre had definitely statsi 
that the beds  were required to replace worn out equipment and Mr. 
Cumming remarked that he did not think they were to e quip a new wing 
otherwis e more would have be en h eard about the e. xtension . 

It was moved by Mr. Cumming, s econded by Dr , McGill 
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that in a s  much a s  th e beds c ould not be  sent in until .June , it 
would be bet t er to await a reply from Mr. McDougal before arriving 
at any c on c lu s ion in r egar d to the applic ation. 

2. Application for beds Anglican Hospital at Aklavik - 5344. 

The Secretary s aid that in a letter r eceived from 
Nur s e  Bradford, she asked for t en b eds  required for an extention to 
the Anglican Hospi tal at Aklavik and further t hat Dr. Urquhart had 
certified that this equipment W::'.s needed. 

Mr. Cumming so.id that he did not believe the beds 
wer e for replac ement but r[l,ther for expans ion . It was therefore 
moved by Dr. l!l[cGill, seconded by Mr. Cumming, that the beds be 
supplied in thi s c as e  ond further t hat the e stablished policy of 
only a s sisting new , spi t2.ls or extensions in the matt er of equip­
ment, be continued but not broadened, 

3 ,  Ho spit al r eturns -

The Secretary sugges ted that the different doctors 
be required to submit annu2,l report s  as to conditions in the 
ho spi tQ,ls under their jurisdicti on ,  the servic e provided during the 
year, and other matters likely to be of inter e st and service t o  
Council. Dr. Stone agreed that t his w•ould be very useful and c on-
sent ed to d raft a form of report to be used in this connecti on. Dr. 
Stone then retired. 

( a )  JITort hwes t  T erritories Mining Regulat ions - 3094-4 TML. 

1 .  Protection of Inves tors. 

Mr. Gibson said it  was charged by some people that 
there was a certain amount of misrepre s entation on the part of 
certain people promoting mining properties as  to development work 
which 'it was claimed had been done in the Northwe st Territories with 
the  r esult that money wsi.s b eing improporly t aken from people who 
c ould ill afford to  los e  it and t hat it was thought by t he people 
rJaking thes e charge s that r e sponsibility rest ed .on t.he Government t o  
see that r eliable informati on w a s  made public. 

Mr .  Daly expr e s sed the opinion t hat if the Government 
furnis hed any information as  to the merit s of mining properties , it 
would place i t s elf in the dangerous position of becoming responsible 
for the s afety of investment s made as a re sul t  of its  reports. 

Dr, Cruns ell thought that an annual repor t of the 
sen i or mining inspector for the di strict as to the progres s of 
development would be as far as t he Dominion Government could safely 
go. After consideration this �.pp eared to be the general O]lliniolll 
of the members o f  Council. 

( e )  Northwest Game Re·gula ti ons -

3 .  Musk-oxen for s cientific purposes  - 908. 

Mr . Gibson s aid an application had been submitted  on 
behalf of Mr. W. K. Du P .  Carpenter of Wilmington, Delaware, who is 
s:,il.ing this year wit h  Captain Bccr tl ett on the ''Morris sey", for 
p ermission t o  tl",ke musk-oxen for scientific purpo se s. 

Dr, C2.!lls ell s e"id tha t  musk-oxen h(id been fc:tirly well 
de s cribed scientifically, and moved ,  se conded by Mr. Daly, that the 
e s t �,blished practice et' not granting permis s ion to kill musk-oxen be 
continu e d .  
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1 ,  Il legal shoo ting ,o f caribou - 7856 . 

The Secretary read, for the informo,tion of Council , 
a r<oport submi tt<od by Distri ct Agent McDoug2.l which . in pe"rt, stated 
thc.t representatives of mining interests passing through Fort Smith , 
intimated that they would aecure their caribou meat from Indians 
0nd others entitled under the N0rthwest Gt:Jna Regulat ions to hunt 
and tr?,p. This was considered sati sfr:.ctory by Couno il , • 

2. Petition from halfbroeds and n on-treaty Indians of Alberta 
for :permiss ion to  hunt and trap in Northwest Territories -
7854 . 

Dr. McGill said that while ho was vary sympatheti­
cally disposed towards the petiti oners who q uite o ften , thr ough no  
fault of  tho ir own , had difficulty in maintaining themselves , never ­
thel ess ho thought it would be danger ous t o  open up the regulations 
and make an exception in their favour. It was pointed out that the 
place of r esidence of the petition ors was far distant from the North­
west Territories. 

Dr. McGill recommended , s econded by Mr .  Cumming , that 
the different petitioners b e  informed that their request cannot bo 
met. 

( f) W olf B o unties - 7244 - 27 63-1 6 .  

Stand until further information available. 

( g ) Scienti fic Expeditions -

1. Shackleton - 7022, 

Stand until word received from Mr , Shackleton as to 
fi nances of Expedition. 

2. Wordie - 7839 , 

It was reported for the information of Council that 
the permits appl ied for had been issued in this case . 

3. Norcross-Bartlett - 5099 , 

In as much as the v arious Departments interested had 
accepted Captain Bartlett ' s  explanation and as the necessary in­
structions had been complied with , it was moved by Mr, Do.ly, secon­
ded by Dr . Cam.sell ,  that the incident be considered closed. 

4. Bartlett�Garpenter - 509 9-908 .  

The Secretary said that favourable reports had been 
submitted from a ll Departments intere sted and expressed the opinion 
that the required permits mig ht be issued. General MacBrien sug­
gested that in view of la�t yGar ' s  exporiGnce that Captain B?,rtlett • s  
pGrmits b G issuGd only upon Captt:l.in Bartlett agree ing to teke a.long 
on his ship r,, member of the Royr-.1 C�nadicm Mounted Police. He could 
j oin the Expedition at New York or  Saint "ohn's. This was con­
sidered a good suggestion by the other members of Council and it was 
moved by Dr. Camsell, seconded by General MacBrien, that Captain 
Bartlett be informed that if he wishes to visit the Canadian Arctic 
for s.cientific work, it wil l be necessary for him to take on board a 
member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

5 .  Donald B .  Mac1\l!il lan ... 57 2-3 , 

· c ouncil was r eminded that considerable difficulty was 
. experienced with Commander MacMil lan in past years. He had refusGd 
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for some time t o  acknowl edge Canadian sove r e i gnty over the Arc t i c  
archipelago and hi s appli c at i on f o r  p ermi t s  thi s year was some 
sati sfac t i o n .  While  C ommander MacMillan ' s  s c i ent ific  standing vms 
appr e c iated by Counc i l , i t  was thought that he should be required 
to  t ake al ong a membe r  of the Royal C anadian Mounted Pol i c e  as  well 
as Captain Bartlett . 

It was moved by Dr . Cams el l ,  sec onded by Dr , McGill ,  
that permi t s  t o  Commander MacMillan be i s sued on  the same c ondi tions  
as thos e to  Captain  Bartle tt .  

It  was fur ther moved by Dr . Camsell , s econded by Dr . 
McGi ll , that all sc ientifi c  oxpodi t i on s  t o  the Canadili'J,n Arcti c ,  other 
than Br it ish , be r equ ired ,  in futur e ,  t o  tE\ke i:.long with thorn A, m.om­
bor of tho Royal Canl",dian Mounted Polic e .  

( h ) R2.d i o  C o=uni c 2,tion - 760 2 .  

The o,pprovecl givcm verbc\lly by the members o f  Gouncil 
to  the appl i cat i on of the Northwe st Company Limit ed to operate a 
private wir e le s s  stati on at Norman Well s to  c o nnect with the North­
west Terr i t or i_ e s  and Yukon Stati on at Norman , was c onf irmed . 

( j )  Appo int ing Issu ers of Marriage Li c en s e s  - 28-2 ,  

Moved by Mr , Daly,  s e conded by J\l[r , G umming , that the 
app o intment o f  the following I ssuers of Marriage Licenses  b e  con­
firme d ,  -

Rev . Howard R ,  Ro ckeby-Thomas , 
Cambri dge Bay , Vi ctoria  I sland , 
Nor thwest Terri t or i e s . 

Rev.  Tom Greenwood ,  McPhers on ,  N , W. T .  

N .  W .  Champagne , Fort Smith,  N , W, T ,  

( q )  Halfbr eed scrip -

Mr . Cumming said  that he had be en e.ppr oached by 
s everal Indians with re gr:crd t o  the me1tter of s cr i p . Mr . Gibs on 
p o inted out tho.t ther e we1s no  l e g i slat i on cmthorizing the grcrnting 
of halfbreed scrip . 

(m)  Desti tut e rat i ons - 4666 . 

The Secreto,ry mentioned that the C ommi t t e e  sugge sted 
by Counc il some time ago to  l ook int o the mat t er of Eskimo r el i ef 
rat i ons h2,d never b e en c onvened . It w2,s suggested that Mr . Turner 
dr�_ft l e tt ers  to the Depe1rtment s interested r e quest ing them t o  name 
the ir repr e s entative s .  

Council  then adj ourned . 
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Department of the Interior 

Canada 

Ottawa , 6th April ,  1934 . 

The widersigned has the honour to report 

that under Section 6 ,  Chapter 46 ,  c. o .  1905 , "Marriage 

Ordinance" , the Commi ssioner in Cowicil may name such and so 

many persons to be Issuers of Y�rriage Licenses as may be 

deemed neces sary for that purpose. 

The widersigned also reports that Oerald 

Dwilop Murphy, formerly of the Fort Smith Office Staff , who 

was appointed an Issner of lllarriage Licenses on the 2nd 

September , 1927 ,  has severed his connection with the Federal 

Service and the District Agent has advised that a member of 

his Staff should be appointed to issue Marriage Licenses.,in the 

Settlement of Fort Smith. 

Therefore the widersi gned begs t o  recorr,icend 

that under authority of the Ordinance respecting �arriages , 

Nazaire Wilfred Champagne be appointed an Issuer of Marriage 

Licenses in and for the Northwest Territories .  

APPROVED -

R .  A.  Gibson, 

.ilep<1ty Commi ssioner of the 
Northwest Terri tori es .  

Sgd. J .Lorne Turner ,  
Acting Chairman, 
Dominion Lands Board. 
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�apartment of the Interior 

Canada 

Ottawa, 22nd :M!irch, 1934. 

The undersigned has the honour to report 

that under Section 6, Chapter 46 ,  G.O., 1905, "Marriage 

Ordinance", the Commissioner in Council may name such 

and so many persons to be Issuers of Marriage Licenses as 

may be deemed necessary for that purpose. 

The undersigned also reports that under 

date of the 12th March, 1934, the Honorary Secretary , 

Diocese of the Arctic , requested that the under mentioned 

Missionary of the Church of England be appointed an Issuer 

of Marriage Licenses in the Northwest Territories ,-

Rev. Roward R. Rokeby-Thomas, 
Cambridge Bay , 
Victoria Island, N.W.'l'. 

The undersigned begs to recommend that the 

aforementioned Missionary be a-,,pointed an I ssuer of Marriage 

Licenses in the Northwest Territories. 

APPROVED -

H .H.Rowatt 

Cornn,i s si oner of the 
Northwest ierritories. 

Sgd. J . Lorne Turner, 

Acting Chairman , 
Dominion Lands Board. 
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COPY Department of the Interior 

Canada 

Ottawa , 28th April , 1934 , 

The undersi gned has the. honour t o  report 

that under Section 6 ,  Chapter 46 ,  G,O , ,  1905"Marriage Ordinace " ,  :,, 

the Commissioner in Council may name such and so many persons 

to be Issuers of Marriage Licenses as may be deemed neces sary for 

The undersigned also reports that under date 

of the 23rd �larch , 1934, the Honorary Secretary , Diocese of the 

Arctic,  reque sted that the under mentioned Missionary of the 

Church of Engl and be appointed an I ssuer of Marriage Licenses in 

the Northwest Terri tories ;-

Rev , Tom, Gre�wood, 
McPherson , 

Northwest Territorie s .  

The undersigned begs t o  recommend that the 

aforementioned Missionary be appointed an Issuer of Jllarrisge 

Licenses in the Northwest Territories,  

APPROVED -

R ,  A. Gibson, 

Deputy £ommis sioner of 
the Northwest Perritori e s .  

Sgd , J,  Lorne Turner,  
Acting Chairman, 
Dominion Lands Board . 
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When replying address 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands 

Ottawa 

Please quote 

Flle 483-3 

D O M I N I O N  LA N D S  A D M I N I STRATI ON 

2nd May, 1934. 

I have the honour by direction to . 
confirm the telephone conversation of today and to 
advise tbat the fifty-second session of the Northwest 
Territories Council will be held on Friday , the 4th 
May, 1934, in the off ice of the Commissioner at 2 : 30 
o ' clock in the afternoon. 

Enclosed please find the following : -

1 .  Agenda for the fifty-second session. 

2 .  Copy of the Minutes of the Inter­
departmental Reindeer Committee -
26th April, 1934. 

Since the agenda was prepared the Canadian 
Airways have expressed a desire to bring before Council 
a proposition with respect to the transportation of 
indigents from the Territories. 

H. H. Rowett , Esq_. ,  C.M.G.,  
Corm:nissioner , 

Northwest Terri tories, 
OTTAWA. 

Your obedient servan t, 

D. L. McKeand 
secretary , 
Northwest. Territories  Council. 
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COTJNCIL OF THE NORTE"'EST TERRITORIES 

- AGENDA -

Friday - 4th Mny ;" :).934, : 

2 :30 p,m, 

1.  Confirmation of Minutes , 

Fifty- . first' session - Thursday, 15th March , 1934, 

2. Matters of Urgent Importance. 

(a )  Northwest Territories Mining Regulations . 

1. Protection of Investors. 

2 .  Thelon G8lll8 sanctuary. 

(a) Fairbairn application to prospect. 

(b) Report of Reindeer Cormnittee. 

Minutes of meeting - 26th April , 1934 . 

( o ) Public Aid to Hospitals. 

1. • Applic ation for beds ,  etc . , Fort 
Smith Hospital. 

(Reading exchange of correspondence ) 

2. Application for beds, Anglican 
Hospital at Aklavik. 

(Reading exchange of correspondence) 

( d) Eastern Arctic Patrol. 

1. Composition of Government party. 

(a)  Administration . 
(b )  Scientists,  
(c) Postal services, 

2 ,  Itinerary, 

3 ,  Hudson•s  Bay Company offer , 

4 ,  Man Isle Transportation Company offer , 

( e )  Northwest Game Regulations. 

1, Illegal shooting of caribou , 

(Reading letter from District 
Agent describing min er ' s  attitude) 

3094-4 
'!ML , 

5169 

4819 
7305 

204-4 

5344 

5031-9 
7791 

7856 
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2. Petition from half-breeds and non 
treaty Indians of Alberta for 
permission t o  hunt and trap in 
Northwest Terri tories . 

(Further correspondence fr
1
om 

L'Association des Metis d •.Uberta 
et des Territories du Nord-Quest . )  

3. Musk-oxen for scientific purposes. 

(Application of w. K, Du p ,  
Carpenter. ) 

( f )  Wolf Bounties.  

(Reading correspondence from 
R.C.M.Polic e , ) 

( g )  Scientific Expeditions. 

1. Shackleton. 

( Confidential memorandum of 
expedition' s plans. ) 

2 .  wordie .  

(Report on issue of permits. 

3. Norcross-Bartlett. 

( a )  Report expedition 1933. 

(b )  Exchange of correspondence with 
Departments of customs and 
Marine. 

4. Bartlett-Carpenter . 

(Application of captain Bartlett 
for 1934 . ) 

5. Donald B , MacMillan , 

(Application for permission explore 
Button and Baffin Islands ,  23rd 
April,  1934. ) 

( h) Radio Communication. 

1 ,  Application Northwest Company Ltd. , 
to operate private station Norman 
Wells. 

( i) Winter landing field at Fort smith, 

( Construction and maint-,nance of 
fj_eld , partly in N .W .T. , and 
partly in ,Uberta. ) 

7854 

908 
5099 

7244 

7022 

7839 

5099 
908 

572-3 

7602 

6372-2 
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( j ) Appointing Issuers of Marriage Licenses. 

1 .  Rev. Howard R. Rockeby-Thomas; 
Cambridge Bay , Victoria Island , N:1Jlf.T. 

2 .  Rev. Tom Greenwood , McPherson, N.1Jlf.T. 

3 .  · N. "f. Champagne , Fort Smith, N."f.T, 

3 .  Items to be deal t  with at later Session. 

(a ) Workmen ' s  Compensation 

( b )  Maintennnce of children who have one 
or more parents living , 

(cj Graduation age of dest itute orphan 
children from resid ential schools. 

( d )  Eskimo relief - Quebe c .  

(e ) Order of House o� Commons for copie s of 
all correspondence etc . ,  relating to the 
last four expeditions t o  Bache Peninsula. 

( f )  Letter from w. F. Cooke , Fort Smith, 
suggesting certain amendments to the 
Northwest Game Regulations. 

28-2 

4795 

4739-2 

2669 

7644 
7257 

294 

5738 

(g )  Policy regarding length of service for 5917 
medi cnl officers in Northwest Territorie s. 
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INTER-DEP.cllTMENT/,L REINDEIB 
COM!IITrEE 

- ./..GENDA -

Thursdny ,  26th of April ,  1934, 

1 .  C onfirnr.ti on of Minut0 s .  

28th February , 1934 . 

2 ,  Considerntion of Dr. Urquh'.:lrt • s  lottur of the 24th Mc.rch , 1934. 

3 .  Confidentinl r0port of the 17th of April ,  1934, fron Crcn° dicm 
Legr. t i on n t 1,0shington on the Lamon R0indoor Corporc.tion, 

4,  ,Suggost ions from Mr. A. E ,  Porsild on tho follmoing subje.c t s .  

( Q)  Roport on prop 0rntions for reception of roind0or har d .  

( b )  Report on Lomen Reindeer drive , number and condition 
of animals , age , di stribution of sex , e t c .  cause of 
failure to deliver herd spring of 1933 and again 
wint er 1934. Probab ility for delivery during the 
fall of 1934, 

( c )  Possib ility of _ transferring reindeer from Shingle 
Point t o  east side of Delta by open weter in case of 
failure of Lbn1en Company to deliver herd . 

{ d )  Reindeer Protection Ordinance . PeTinit t o  enter Reindeer 
Reserve ; to have on revorse a synopsis printed in 
English of rule s and regulations governing reserve , 
purpose of the reindeer experiment , etc .  

( e )  Boundaries of Reindeer Reserve . 

( f )  Reind eer policy .  Range manager.ient . Disposal of surplus 
meat and hid e s ,  e t c .  Possible co-oneration with Mis s ion 
Residential s chools . 

( g )  Report on Lapp s.  Renewal of their contracts ,  otc .  "'age s ,  

{h) Employment of Eskimo herders , Eskimo apprent ic es . wages 
of Eski.mo herders and apprentic e s .  

( i )  Trapping of fur bearing animals by Lepp nnd Eskimo 
herd ors . 

( j ) Wolf bountie s .  

{ k) Authority of Reindoor superintendent to deal with all 
routine matters in conne ction with maintononce of 
re indeer herd , range contr ol . 

( 1 )  AppointBGnt of Assistant superintendent . 
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PRESENT : 

Minutes of a meeting of the Inter-departmental 
Reindeer Committee , held on Thursday, the 26th 
day of April,  1934, at 10 . 00 a .m. , in the office 
of the Acting Chaircian , Dominion Lands Board . 

Niembers -

Major D .  L .  McKeand ( In the Chair ) 
Mr. A .  L.  Cumming , 
Mr. Diamond Jenness , 
superintendent V, A .  M .  Kemp , 
Mr . Hoye s Lloyd , 
Nr . J. F ,  Doyle , Acting secretary . 

In attendance -

BUSINESS : 

Dr. Seymour Hadvrnn, 
Superintendent T. H. Irvine , 
Mr. A .  E .  Porsild , 
Mr . H. E • Hume , 
Mr . J. L.  TU.rner . 

1 .  Confirmation of Minut es .  

The Minutes of a previous meeting held on the 
28th February , 1934, were approved. 

2, C orrespondence read f or benefit of Committee . 

( a) Letter from Dr. J. A.  Urquhart , dated 24th 
March , 1934. 

{ b )  Confident i al report of the 17th April ,  1934 , 
from Canadian Legation at  Washington on the 
Lomen Reindeer Corporation .  

3 ,  Mr . A .  E .  Porsild , Superintendent of the Reindeer herd 
submitted an extended verbal report whic h  appears as 
an appendix to the Minut es,  

(a )  

• 

The following are additional notes on th e discussion : -

Report on preparations for reception of reindeer herd .  

Back of the winter station there are 1000 sq . miles 
of winter range which  will supply the requir8lllents of the 
hord for at least five yoars . Everything possible has 
been done for tho recepti on of the herd , Thero are some 
things to be done to meot further requirements but present 
requirements  have been met . 

The herd will be rocei ved a t  the summer station 
where the corral i s .  The herd is expected to complete 
the crossing of the delta at a -point near the c orrals . 
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As condit ions are ideal there is not much danger that 
the herd will attempt to return to the west side of the 
delt a .  There will be a guard night and day after the 
crossing has been complete d .  Dr . Hadwen concurred that 
if the herd is  tended in this way the danger of a stampede 
should be removed , 

{b ) Report on Lomen Reindeer drive, etc.  

Mr. Crowley wanted to  go back and p i ck up reindeer 
on the north coast of Alaska - buying from natives .  Mr. 
Porsild d id not think that should be tolerated.  The se 
animals are not as '@Od stock.  If we wanted them we could 
do it as well a s  the Lamens could . 

One of the woods Brothers suggested to Mr, Crowley 
that they should pick up strays lost in tho Colville delta 
,-,hero the hord split two years ago . woods Brothers think 
they can pick them up and brin:,; them along . The se are part 
of the original s tock. ''foods Brothers would probably make 
bettor t imo than Bahr made.  

Bahr advi sed Crowley a short t imo ago that they had 
most of the deer at Shingle Point rounded-up . The herd wos 
in rather poor shape Bahr reported but that is not unusual 
css ell reindeer C1 re in poor shape at  this timo of yonr . 
L2st yoar thoy e stimated the increese of 500 fmms but they 
lost them, precti cally all - partly on r:ccount of wolves 
but the me jori ty on ,occount of poor man2gement . The herd 
was kept too long at a point where the grrzing v1ould not 
support them . 

The Lapps considor the Aleskan door r::re- oqunl to tho 
Norway deor - somewhat le,rgor end somewhat TTildor. The 
dri vo ,10uld t end to make the Alaskan deer t"I11or. The, Lapps 
do not think that the herd has been soriously ,:,ffoctod by 
hardships .  Any 'l.nim,,ls  coming through would be none tho 
nor so . 

Tho Lnpps considered the range pr·ovidod for the d eer 
bottor then anything they had ever seen , 

In ,mswor to que sti ons Mr . Porsild intim"lted the.t ho 
did not think the cwrrulativo effect of the long trip 
would leevo any perm,ment mnrk on the herd . They hr,ve not 
tr11v0lled moro than one or two days in suc cession. The 
f2.lms moy not be a s  lQrgo . 

This is tho srune s tock fls Mr, porsild s ele cted hut 
not mnny of the originn l nnimnls e.re loft. Thero hns boon 
no intormixture with ot her herds . some of the r,nim'\ls r.ro 
getting p::tst useful �.ge but on tho whole the herd is not 
too old . The proportion of =los is unfnvourable p,ort­
icularly in the one t o  throe yeetr clr. ss where there mny be 
40 males to each 60 females  or evon w orse. 

The drive should start next November. It did not 
start last year e. t tho proper timo . Mr . CroTTloy at thnt 
t imo WRS douending on Bahr and Brthr dolcye d .  Aftor Chr-istm,"s 
the storms blow the snow from the ice and the d�,ys aro 
darker, shorter and colder. Mr , Crowley is in che.rgo now 
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but is lonving all prnctic-21 mnttors to Bnhr, Mr, Cro1cley 
is n whi to mnn nnd former Field suporintondont of the Lamon 
Corporntion, He rojoined Lamons for this spocinl nark. 

( c )  Pos sibility of trcmsforring roindoor from Shingle Point 
t o  cnst side of deltn by open water, etc .  

In vioTT of information rocei vod reg-.rding the prusont 
stnnding of tho oi,-,nors of the herd Mr, Porsild TTishod to 
ment ion the possibility of shipping tho hord .• cross t he 
doltn by bo�t. If the Government were compellod to tnlre 
delivery on the wust side this suggestion 1rnuld be well 
worth considering· but from the Lomen stnndpoint it ,.-1ould 
not be profitnblo . Two scow lands would carry the herd , 
Ono tug would bo needed. The scow is housed in nnd 
could be pertitionod off. Thc,re would be a � erto.in loss 
of fnwns by employing this method , 

( d )  Reindeer Protection Ordin8.nc e ,  etc.  

After considerc,ble discussion the committoo c,greed 
th,'1t the pormi t system is e,dvi sablo end thn t threo yoo_rs 
should b o  tho maximum longth for which r pormi t should run 
without rone,121 . Mr, Porsild detniled tho number of nr.tivos 
nt different points in the roindcor roservo . Tho so pooplo 
livo in the reservc,tion and trnp thor o .  Then thoro rro 
r number of na ti vos nnd v1hi to trnppers in the dcl tc, thnt 
run trrp lines 11.cros s the reserve . Thero 0ro rlso fishing 
crunps on the uo st s ide of the reserve, Mr, Por sild 0greod 
trot a three yorr permit would bo bottor th•n r. ono yor:r 
permit . 

( o )  Boundo_rios of re indeer reserve , 

Nq nddi tionnl remrTks . 

(f )  Roindoer policy, otc .  

superintendent Irvine , R , C .M ,Police , suggostod that 
permits might be issued to chr:ritnble institutions such ns 
hospitnls nnd schools , t o  cover their requirement s for 
c,v.r.ilrble surplus mont , All other norsons should bo 
roquirod to pry n price sufficiont to covor expense s ,  rt 
was thought that gonornl rules should bo laid down for 
tho disposnl of  mo"_t and the Suporintondont should h'.IVO a 
certain cmount of discretion as to tho applicn tion of those 
rule s ,  owing t o  tho diffi culty of submitt ing individual 
applicntions to Ottawa. 

Mr, Porsild suggested that natives employed might bo 
peid by slip which would entitle thom, -:rhon surplus moet is 
available , t o  a prescribed qur.nt i ty ,  BY employing this 
system ho thought thet there w ould not b o  eny surplus after 
supplying tho requirement s of the pornmnent stnff , at lorst 
not for the first yorx . 

(g )  Report on Lr,pps, etc.  

Mr. Porsild considers thet it is nocossnry to incroeso 
tho wages of the Lapps t o  bring them up to uhat tho :Eskimos 
receive , The difference in pRy has been tho cnuso of 
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trouble since tho Lr.:pps joined the Lamon drive ; Mr , Porsild 
re commends G rcm0'.7,,l of contr'cct fo r r. p eriod of sny t.Jo 
years.  The provniling rr.to is $70 .00 por month in tho 
dol ta nnd thnt r:ill hr,vo to bo pr,i d .  He ':muld like to h."vo 
n slid ing sec.lo so r,s to encourngo gord uork rend thinks the 
m2xinrum for the chief hordor might bo fixed nt M5 .00 per 
month r,nd sufficient rntions (not to exceed $200 .00 ,.·orth ) . 
Tho mnximum for r,n ordinrry hordor might bo ()70 .00 ,  plus 
tho snmo .nmount of rations . Tho bonus should bo rotnined 
ns :,t present . 

(h )  Employment of Eskimo hordors ,  otc .  

Every r,pprontico should rocoivo food rend clothing Ghd 
n f<:m dollcrs n month for pocket money . This is nll thr t 
i s  nocossi'ry for the first yonr et lecst r,s they c,ro 
receiving instructi on .  Apprentico ship should lQst 11 yoot 
or two nnd in the s econd yeo.r the mnount of ce>sh might bo 
increased to  soy $10 .00 per month . The childron of the 
LGp;JB ere too young yot but in yo2.rs to come nill bo eligi blo 
for employmont if s flti sfr,ctory . 

( i )  Trapping of fur bo,cring 1:mirnnls by Lepp ,cnd Eskimo hordors .  

Mr. Porsild fc,vours allowing employees to do  n 
limited amount of trnpping nhich should not interfere P itl1 
their regulcir dutie s .  They should hold •" license undor 
the North0 ,ost G0mo Act . It '7ould bo rosonted if this 
privilege noro cut off. 

( j )  ",olf bounties.  

Mr . Porsild strongly favours tho poymont of bount ies 
not only in the roindoor ro.servction but throughout the 
N.W.T. 

(k)  Authority of Reindeor superintendent , etc . 

No rcddi tiorn:,l remnrks undor this ho'1d. 

( 1 )  Appointiront of Assi stnnt Suporintondont.  

It is  understood thot this appointment is under ,my . 

Miscolleneous . 

In 8nswer to enquiries Mr . Por sild stated thr,t ho thought 
the herd when movod to the onst side of the deltn nould consti tuto 
n ronsonoble nnd sntisfnctory nucleus for tho exporimont . 

Tho annual expense viill be somonhat higher than up to tho 
present ns addit ional hordors will bo required. Night nnd dr.y 
uork \/ ill bo required nt first. The organizGtion should consist 
of - Superintendent , Assi stant Suporintondont , six pormnnent 
herders nnd such Gppronticos a s  may bo roquirod , Thero ero plenty 
of opportunitios to obtnin Eskimo e,ppronticos. 

Dr. H1cdcrnn concurred in Mr. Porsild ' s conclusions as to 
the unnocossr,ry delr.ys uhich h0vo tr,ken pl1cco. A feu hundred f".,ms 
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would make a better showing and .;rould help the Lamens out . He 
expre ssed , in a guarded way, the opinion that there was a 
possibility that the Lomens might give the project up . Dr. 
Hadwen expressed the opinion that the animals now composing 
the herd are getting pretty old and it would be a case of 
start all over again in sizing up the value of the herd . They 
might be a bit shop worn after travel and not worth as much as 
before the trip co!1Illlenc ed. 

The co!1Illlittee expressed its appreciation of Dr . Hadwen • s  
coming- to Ottawa and also of Mr . porsild '  s work in conne ction 
with the reindeer experiment , particularly in conne ct ion with 
the winter sledge journey undertaken without previous preparation 
for the purpose of finding out where the herd was . 

The me eting ad journe d at 12 . 30 a .m. 
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APPENDIX -

Report of Mr. A .  E .  Porsild on the following 
sub jects ,  made verbally to the rnter-dopartmentai 
Reindeer Committee - 26th April ,  1934 . 

( a )  Preparations for recept ion of herd. 

Kittigazuit sta ti on .  

A 150 yd . diameter corral was built , including 3 
small hoiding pons and a 50 ft .  chute also a wire lead fence 
of about 1000 yds . A good deal af diffi culty was cxporionced 
with th0 fence posts on account of the frozen ground and tho 
tendency of the frost to  lift the posts out of the ground . The 
fence of tho main corral is  made out of sections of lumber 
6 x 12 ft . in such a way that the corral can be moved and set 
up in another locality if desired . "!hen not in use the sections 
are t aken dmm s o  a s  to avoid excess ive accumulation of snow 
in the corral . 

Qne frame building 18 x 24 and three log housos  
14  x 40 , 14 x 30 and 10 x 10 were also constructed 1930-1931 . 
12 miles oast of the Kit tigazuit station,  on the coast an 
8 x 12 frame shelter c ab in 11as erectod 1933 for the use of the 
herders during summer and fall , and a base for tho Roindoor 
st,,tion • s  fall f ishing operations. The Kittignzuit stntion is 
situated on tho surnner range ,md will bo occupied fran l'I8Y to  
October only . The buildings e.nd the  corral aro  about s ix 
milos 'Nost of the now abnndoned H.B . Kitti gnzuit post . 

Main Roindeor station. 

Locnlly knO\'m as the Govornrrent Reindeer stut ion -
is locatod on the ocst branoh of the Mackenzio , 60 miJe s nb ovo 
tho Ki ttigazuit station , nnd epproximctely tho sGilI) distance 
from Aklavik by rrrter. The locntion of the st 0 t ion 17'.'S 
selected in the spring of 1932 when logs were cut for four 
cnbins 14 x 19 f t .  During tho summer of 1932 tho folloning 
buildings were constructed : -

1 frame house 11, storey, 22 x 31 ft . ,  Sup • t qunrters . 
1 " " 8 x 16 for tool end repeir shop . 
1 corrugated . iron TTarohouso ,  12 x 18 ft . 
1 log cabin , 12 x 18 for warehouse. 
3 " " 12 x 18 ea . for herder cabins.  
1 " " 13 x 40 living ounrtors for Asst. SUP ' t . 
1 90 ft .  pier. 

During the summer of 1933 one additional log cnbin 
l½ storey , 13 x 19 ft . and one ice house 12 x 14 ft . were 
constructed. 

From 1932-1934 a t otal of 300 cords of wood have boon 
cut for the use of the stat ion . 100 cords of green , split nood 
is cut and 2vni1eble for the wintor 1934-35 . 

NO outside help ha s been employed for the construction 
of buildings et the Mnin station or for cutting of fire wood . 
Loc2l discovorios of lignite coRl hRve been prospected rnd n t,,,o 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



- 2 -

foot soflill which c11n bo o0 sily min0 d is lo cated d irectly bock 
of tho str:tion. 

Numerous journeys lkovo boon mo de ovor tho rrmge 
to tho Gnst .-:nd north of tho st11tion in order to fnmiliBrizo 
tho roindoor herders and staff of tho st11tion uith tho roindoor 
range . Tho informn tion obtnined on those trips nill be of 
groat vnluo in tho fu turo end has fully confirmod too er,.rlior 
reports on tho sui tr:b ili ty of tho rongo for roindocr obtc.inod 
during tho prel iminnry surveys undertaken 1927-28 . 

On r,11 visits to nati vo crunps o point hos berm me.do 
of instructing tho m:t ives in the purpose of the reindeer 
oxporiment . 

{b )  Roport on tho Lomen Roind0or drive , etc .  

I t  i s  non ovor one yenr ago sinco tho drivo reached 
Cnnndirm torri tory, rmd four yonrs since tho dri vo stnrtod from 
the Buckland range in Alnske. I am still of tho opinion -
c.s four yoC\rs r,go - the-t tho drive wns badly org0mizod and 
that tho Lapp in chC\rge wc s not cc1pcble of directing such 
undertaking . I om f irmly convinced that the 111'.UlY dolcys 
encountered since the drive stnrted nro not ontiroly due to 
difficulties on the route ,  but c:ro to n great extent due to 
poor mnncgemont and lnck of discipline. In this connect ion 
it may be recalled tlknt the drive of reindeer undertnkon 
mnny years ago by tho U .s .  Govornrnont from Cnpo Prince of 
"falos to Point Barron, almost lk"llf tho di st=cc fr om Buckland 
to Ki ttigC1zUi t 11,::s completed in one 11in tor with r. loss of 
loss then 1CJ% . It is true that this drive wr. s mc:do ,1ith c: 
much smnller number of animals , but the success cmd speed of 
the drive undoubtodly '1-s.s due to  the fact that c: 1"1hito man 
11as in chnrgo throughout tho trip. Duo to tho four fc.-,mings 
onroute the origin.-:1 proportion of sex in tho hord is now much 
chrmged end it i s  expected that the ratio of m"los to femrle s 
will bo much higher thnn in the hord originnlly s elected in 
Alnskn in 1929 . 

Since tho movements of the herd hnvo been under more 
or lo ss close observ.!"':tion ,  i . 0 . ,  since it r.rrivod on Cr.n'"'.dir.n 
territory it hns been very noticeable t o  myself -0s mlll r s  
t o  our men that ho_ve --ictunlly for 1½ years been conne cted 
ni th the drive thnt much time wr.s lost due to tho innbili ty 
of the Lopp in c!u,rge to decide when nnd ho11 to move . 

It is also possible that the unfavourn.ble r".tio of 
mnlo s to feilllllos IllllY hr.ve influenced tho Lomen Corpor0 tion or 
thoir ngcnt s to tcko their timo trying to  build up the hard.  
Andro,;, Boln· hos repeotodly, in conversation, pointed out the:t 
"it ,;muld not pay to dolivor the hord before ho had 3000 hoed 
or over" .  Th0 Lomen r epresentative , Mr .  Crovtloy , r;rhon ho , in 
FobruQry , r,dvis ed me thr,t e second attempt to deliver tho herd 
this winter had been abandoned ,  gave ,:is one of his ro.0 sons 
that so many onimels had been lost th"t the Company neoded this 
yoe.r ' s incrense in order to nbre':'.'.k even n .  This inform':"l..tion 
also was verbal. Tho following quotation is from " ,-,iro to  
Lomen Corporotion - February 28th ,  1934 , from their field m,in Mr. 
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Crm,loy - "Andrm, excellent in chnrgo ,  but lc,cks ability to  
plnn 'Uld orgcmizo. Fr'iluro this yof\r duo ontiroly those 
cnuso s" . La tor - "Too much confidence in Andro-:;r« . 

( c ) Possibility of transferring reindeer from Shingle Point 
to G (1St side of delta by open TTator, etc .  

In c nso the Lomen Corporntion , for some ronson, 
should foil to deliver tho reindeer next fall, tho poss ibility 
still rornnins to deliver by open 1wt0r. The Hudson ' s Bay 
Compnny• s 300 ton berge could probobly handle as mony o s  1000 

nniillflls in ono trip . Door should be londod nenr Shingle 
Point , \7hen bont can got in, about July 15 . A lend fence end 
f'_ sm2.ll corrnl uould be required. 

( d )  Reindeer Protection Ordinanc e .  

( e )  

Permit to enter reserve should be issued free to 
anyone making application and should be valid until  cancelled 
by the Reindeer Superintendent . Due to the large territory 
involved and because t o  achieve its purp ose permits should be 
issued by the Reindeer Superintendent only, the necessity 
for obtaining a permit each year should be avoided. 

It would be of great value to have , on the reverse 
of permit , a brief synopsis  of the regulations governing the 
Reindeer Reserve , printed in such English that the natives 
would understand , A short explanat ion of the purpose and 
intenti on of the reindeer experiment would also be indicated. 

Boundaries of Reindeer Reserve . 

A sketch map which was prepared by the Department 
and s ent t o  the R . C .M.Police at  Aklavik, showing the 
boundaries of the Reserve , shows the southern shore of the 
Eskimos lakes and sotidgi and Campbell lakes as being tho 
southern boundary . This would not seem to be logical or 
practical since the lakes and the r ivers connecting them aro 
actually the natural boundaries that normally will keep tho 
reind(l0r within the reserve . It is beli1evod that tho boundary 
lino should e i ther go through the centro of tho lake s or 
follow tho north and west shore of the lakes , 

(f )  Reindeer Policy, etc .  

The general policy should , at least for the first 
few years ,  bo to retain the reindeer herd as a Government herd,  
unt il such t ime as apprent ices have been trained and pronounced 
copoblo of properly looking after a herd of thoir own , This 
will take a couple of years at least . Tho herd should not n t 
first bo pormHtod to roam a t  will but should bo undor constant 
supervision - tho so-called "close herding" which is the only 
system used by the Lapps in their own country . 'I'his system tends 
to ovorgrezing the winter range,  but as long as the hord is 
fairly small it can bo prevent ed frcrn destroying the range by 
a simple system of rotation cropping , Tho winter range 
available is s o  extensive this will involve but littlo diffi culty . 
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1 .  Brnnd ing or inarking of stock , 

If possiblo tho nnimnls taken ovor shouJd all bo 
mnrko d. Aluminum tags or buttons usod in some Alaskn 
hords hr.vo not b een a success because et largo porcont<1go 
woro rubbed off tho ear lobo . A bottor typo of tng 
m2y now be nvai lablo . Bosidos this tag or butt on ,  
which should b e  pl'1 cod in the left or,r lobo , n simple 
notch should bo cut in tho right oar lobo . �.lhile the 
buttons may bo put on in c.old weetthor it is not 
advi sablo to mrcrk the C flrs by cutting in sub-zoro 
wontho r duo to tho dnngor of serious hcmorrh:.go r1h ich 
is often c flusod due to the froozing of the blood clot s .  

2 .  c2strntion of surplus malos should bo undortr,kon n s  
soon ns possible , but a s  w ith tho cutting of the oars , 
cannot bo undortnken safely in cold 110:-ithcr. 8 to 10% 
malos is sufficient for brooding purpos os . In 
selecting the malos for brooding purpos es the most 
dosirnblo nnimals should of c ourse bo solo ctod . 

3 .  Eliminntion of surplus stoors . 

Following the castration of surplus mnlos all 
full-grown stoors , not roquired f or trE1ction should bo 
butcherod, 

4 .  surplus moat not roquirod a t  the reindeer station 
should be disposed of at Aklavik to tho vnrious 
Govornmont institutions , Miss ion schools , etc . As no 
but chering cnn be done unt il e"ftor freeze-up the moEI t 
11ould be hauled to Aklavik by dog tef'Ill by the parties 
desiring tho me r>t , If l"rge qu,,ntitios  woro to be 
moved r.eroplsme transportation would bo much chorcpor 
thrm dog teGm. A plane c ould mGko a round trip to 
the Roindeor St"t ion from Aklavik in one hour nnd r. 
half . Thi s allows h"1f "n hour for tho landing . Thus 
four trips could be mr:de in ono dny . 

(g )  Report on Lapps,  e t c .  

Tho throe Lapp fsmilies brought from Lr:pl".nd in 
1931 have noTT boon ncclimntizod , They f ind tho clime.to of 
tho MClckenzie more severe than that of thoir mm country. ])Ue 
to the rGdical change in d iet  they nll suffered from s curvy 
the first winter uhen but little fresh mor:t  could bo se cured . 
Since the str.tion was established in tho timbored nron on the 
oast branch it has been possible to socuro suffi cient rabbit s 
nnd ptarmigan besides a quant ity of caribou mer.t which was 
procured from Indian hunters n t Aklovik. Tho follo;;ring t,m 
winters no casos of scurvey have o ccurred. 

The Lapp herders , since November 1932 hRvo boon 
lo,med to the Lomen Reindeer Corporation and hr" vo since then 
boon continuously engaged in herding. As enticipr,ted some 
a iffi culty 11ns e t  first experienced botwoon tho Ln1JTIS ':lnd tho 
Eskimo hordors , in my opinion lnrgoly due to insuffic ient 
c,uthority C\nd discipline in the Lomen organization.  All such 
difficult ie s hevo now been overcome , 

The Lnpps hnve shown themsolvos cr,p0ble end good 
hordors . It must ho11ev0r, n t all t ime s ,  bo romombored thnt 
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tho Lnpps '1ro primitive peoplo, in monto.lity by no me ans o.bovo 
tho Eskimo nnd it ,,ill nln-c,µs be no cessc,ry to h'1vo 2 rihite mnn 
f::,milinr rii th the .iork nnd tho psychology of those people to 
bo in chr.rgo in order to obtain satisfnctory rosul ts . Much 
timo hos boon givon to instructing the Lc,pps in Engl ish in 
nhich endortvour a fo.ir n.mount of progress hc. s been mede.  

Wages : -

Tho LCTpps TToro omployod on a threo ye" r  contrnct ,ot 
$40 .00 por month plus rations to n valuo of $200.00 per mmum 
at 11holosnlo pr ice s .  J\. bonus of 50� for each f,:mn 17hich h'.\d 
survived mid been mnrked ,  to  be pooled and divided oqunlly 
'lillong the pomnnent herders, has not , due to the non-arrival 
of the herd, boon payable so far. 

The standard of living of the LCTpps is very lo" ,:,nd 
.ihile it is believed tho. t the $40 .00 por month is  quit o 
<cdoqunto it ,:ill be noco ss;:,ry to incrorcso the ,mgos bocnusc of 
the much higher prevailing rates paid in the country, It is 
vary dosirCTblo t o  establish n sliding sec.lo for this typo of 
1-iork since it i s  boliovod that the effic iency of tho men rrould 
bo higher if ','CTgos rroro governed by ,this . 

It is suggested that the Reindeer suporintondont 
ni thin certain limit s be alloo-od t o  scale the snlrTios , up 
or dmm c,ccording t o  his judgement , 

( h )  Employment of Eskimo herders , etc.  

L staff of s ix permanent , exporionced horders r.ro 
required for looking eiftor the hord , It mry bo pos sible to 
rotnin throe young Eskimo herders no11 ,,i th the hard . Tho se 
boys hr,vo no11 for two yo2.rs worked TTi th our Lr.pps . It is 
rocommendod thnt in tho future tho Reindeer suporintondont 
be r,uthorized to employ young Eskimo boys as nppronticos in 
tho hard . The se boys should bo recrui tod from tho Mission 
schools and from wherever avo.ilnble . Those boys shou.ld be 
supplied bo,:,rd and clothing ,:md perhnps n fm, doll,ors a month 
for pocket money , Whan not with the herd r. cort�in r.mount of 
instructien in .iri ting mid reading, c 0.rpontoring ate . , ate . ,  
might bo arrrmgod . 

( i ) Trnpping ef fur benring Animals by Lapp nnd Eskimo hordors .  

lilly Eskimo 11orking in tho roindeor hord ,_·,ould vory 
greatly resent being deprived of his trapping rights ,  but 
would understnnd that if paid for his TTork ho should not expe ct  
te  got  much time off for regular trapping, The Roindoor 
superintendent 11ould h0.vo little diffi culty in restricting 
such trapping if he folt it intorferrod TTi th the riork, Under 
cortnin cond itions foxes can be shot on the rnn�o by the 
hordor looking n.ftor the hard , Be cause circums tnncos would 
not pormi t oxtonsi vo trapping or hunting it is boliovod thn.t 
no hordor ',,ould got more thrn a fow ])01 ts a yoCTr . It is 
dos irnble thnt the Lnpps should bo given tho seme rights s:nd 
privilogos ns the Eskimo , and Hhile tho oconomic �l importance 
of tho m'lttor is very slight , it is beliovod thn t much 
dissatisfaction 11ould be nvoided if these rocommend'ltions cmro 
felle.iod. 
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A furthoI' ro'"lson is thc:tt in ony ovont roindoor 
hordors r1ould novor pc. ss up nn opportunity for shoot ing n 
fox. Nono noul d over knov about it r.nd the pol t c culd 02sily 
bo disposed of by r second pc:trty. 

( j ) Wolf bountie s ,  

The importrmco of keeping dorm c·olvos cannot bo 
over stressed. There aro ot the present very for; ·col vos in 
tho nrer, sot C'ls ide for tho roindoer , but ' it ,-,ould bo short­
sightod not to oxpoct thr.t tho more nrosonco of door ,;;ould 
not bring in the nolvos .  In Greenlnnd ;,olvos h'1vo boon 
kno,1m t o  hr,ve tr:cvelle d 130 miles in ono d ,-,y . Evon nhon 
tho bounty ,ms pnid wol110s wore but rarely hunted, r.lthough 
most trappers h-,vo " fow s1olf trnps in operation . rt is 
boliovod th:ct oven ''1hen n bounty was pdd tho ror,l good pelts 
r;oro never surrendered since the vnlue of c. good po lt,  omongst 
tho Eskimo n t 10nst , is much granter thnn the bounty vnluo . 
It is also boliovod thr.t 17hon the bounty ems p� id "- numbor 
of wolf pups crnro dostroyod because it c:ould bo north uhile 
to me.kc n trip to locate a den . It is rocommendod thnt the 
bounty bo comos offoctive agnin rmd that  " sum of $5 . 00 or 
$10 . 00 bo pr'id for ench pelt wi thout roquiring tho pelt to 
be surronderod.  Tho pelt might be punched or :mrcrked in  soma 
TTO.Y . 

Tho rJ.leged dangor in r.llouing full timo herders 
to bo pctid such bounty hc.s been overrotod in importance ,  The 
wolf is n vocy h1.rd nni111,_1.l to trnp or shoot . Evon if ,,olvos 
uore ,plont iful in tho Reindeer reserve it is doubtful if more 
than n feu ",could be tnken annunlly by the herders . 

Wolf bount ie s should bo paid in the entire N .W.T. 

{k) Authority of Ro indeor Superintondont, e t c ,  

In this conne ction the following m'ly be citod from 
report of tho Govornor of Alnslm to tho socrctnry of the 
Intorior, Juno 30th, 1933, - "I boliovo thet  tho gonoral 
Superintendent of reindocr should bo givon ,:ill of tho 
euthority t o  cnrry out his r ocommondntions in tho field . m, 
is in chnrge of the <1ctunl work. He devotes his entire t ime 
to thnt position ,  end ho should bo bocked t o  the limit . It 
looks to mo ns  if the control of tho reindeer should be 
practically all vested in one :man , r.nd the propor official to 
hnvo thnt r>u thori ty is the man in charge on tho ground" ,  

( 1 )  Appointmont o f  Assi stant superintendent . 

Previous trctining end practical experience in 
nnimnl husbandry would be valuable assets to tho man appointed 
to this work . It is not likely that anyone can be found in 
CPnnda gho has had nny experience with reindeer . In the past 
years a number of persons have applied for pos i ti ons in the 
reindeer herd cla i�ing to bo experienced roindeor men, In all 
cnses that came under my observation the lettors of applicati on 
have indicated ,m oducntional standpoint of the c:pplicnnt r,s 
being vory low .  

A mr,n ni th some northern oxperionco i s  proforrod,  but 
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this is not o ssonticl , ,ea n prrtcticnl Cl'1Il usod to the 
out -of-doors ,;-.rill soon acquire "northern expcriencon . 
Tho non should be young , profornbly unmnrriod or without 
children PCs there aro no schools sui tnblo for 11hi to 
children. His honl th should bo good , 
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COUNCIL OF TEE NOR'ffiWEST TERRI'IORIES 

- AGENDA. -

Thursday, 15th Maroh, 1934. 

2 : 30 p.m. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes. 

Fiftieth Session - Tuesday, 13th February, 1934. 

2 .  Matters of urgent Importance. 

(a )  Administration of JUstioe. 

1 ,  Appointment of Justice of the 
Peace, Great Bear Lake. 

(Mr, Mackay Meikle , Mining 
Reoorder, to act jointly 
with Mr. "• D, Nicholson if 

' k-' , n  , 
necessary) • CM•n ,'1..' ';., {,,.�_,i ·,-'../o,•t., ,;,;, 

(b) Native Welfare. 

7302 

1, Consumption of denatured alcohol, V 238 
canned heat, etc., and issue of 563 
liquor permits, 5769 

(Reading of circular letter to 
trading companies) 

2 ,  Improper relations between white 
men and native women. 

(a) Troup case, Pond Inlet. 

(Report of R,C ,Ni.Police)  

(b )  General question relating 
to Eskimo raised by Bishop 
Fleming , 

(Procedure adopted by 
Department o:r Indian Affairs 
with respect to Indians) 

[c )  Relief to  destitute whites and half-breeds. 

1. Graduation age of destitute orphan I 

5102 

7494 

7257 

children from residential schools. 2669 

(Opportunities of employment oh 
graduation) 

2 ,  MainteD,QI!tlJ. of children who have ,, 
one or � parent, living, 

(Consideration of Olivier 
children at Resolution). 

(d) Education, 

1 ,  Retroaotive grant to Anglican day 
school at Fort smith. 

4739-2 

5256 
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2 .  Application for equipment and 
supplies for Anglican day school 
at Simpson.  

87 

(e )  Public aid to Hospitals. 

1 ,  Application for beds, Fort smith 
Hospital. 

(Procedure adopted by Department 
of Indian Affairs relative to 
Indian Hospitals) . 

204 

(f)  Eastern Arctic Patrol. 

1 .  

5 .  

Report of committee on further 
operation with Department of 
:Marine . 

co- ✓ 

Composition of Government Party. V 

Itinerary, etc. �/ 

Hudson• s Bay Company offer. /  

Man Isle Transportat ion Company. ,/ 

5031-9 
7791 

(g)  Northwest Gaiaa Regulat ions , 

1 .  Definition of the term " in dire need" 

(Read Departmental solicitor•s ✓ 
interpretation) . 

7855 

2 .  Rights of half-breeds under game ✓' 
regulations , 737-7 

3.  Application of Revillon Freres to ,I' 
establish trading post on Belcher 5575 
Islands . 7257 

(h)  Wolr Bounties, 

1 .  statement of warrants outstanding . /'  

( i) Reindeer Industry. 

7244 

( j )  

1 .  

2 .  

Reading Lomen reports on failure to 
./ 

make del ivery, 4819 

Research work by Dr. Hadwen on V�9f ,if;'-�rl 
behalf Ontario Research Foundation, 2505 

Exportation of unwor ked walrus tusks , V 4783 

1.  suggested amendment to section "D" 
Order in Council , 3rd July, 1931, 
P.C. 1543, 

(k )  Maintenance of Insane Persons. 

1 .  Application of Edgar Gibson of Dapp, 7788 
Alberta, for return transportation to 
Cameron Bay, N.W.T . ,  and draft reply. 

I 
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3.  Items to be dealt with at later Session. 

(a )  workmen's Compensation. 

(b) Scientific expeditions. 

1. Shackleton. 
2 .  Polunin. 
3 .  Wordie . 

(c )  Eskimo relief - Q,Uebec . 

(d)  Order of House of Commons for copies 
of all correspondence, etc. , relating 
to the last four expediti ons to Bache 
Peninsula. 

(e )  Letter from w. F. Cooke , Fort smith, 
suggesting certain amendments to the 
Northwest Game Regulations . 

(f )  Policy regarding length of service for 

4?95 

?022 
?625 
?839 

7644 
?257 

294 

5738 

medical officers in Northwest Territories. 5917 
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Minutes of the Fifty-first Session of the North­
west Territ ories Council held on Thursday, the 
15th day of :March, 1934, in the office of the 
Commissioner, Mr ,  R . R. Rowatt, C. M. G ,  

!'RESENT -

Mr. R. H. Rowatt ( In the Chair ) 
Mr .  R. A. Gibson 
Dt . Charl es Camsell 
Mr . A1.r ntin. !. .  Cumming 
Mr .  K .  R .  Daly 
Major-General J. R. J!JfacBr i en 
Dr. Harold W. McGill 
Maj or D', L .  McKeand 

IN ATTElwANCE -

Mr. J .  Lorne Turner 

Mr .  C. C. Parker 

Dr. E. L. Stone 

Confirn�tion of Minut es -

- Commissioner. 
- Deputy Commissi oner , 
- Member of Council , 

" 
" 
II 

" 
II 

II 

" 
- Secre tary . 

II 

II 

u 

" 

- Acting Chairman, 
Dom . Lands Board. 

- Inspect or, Indian 
Agenc i es, Dept . 
Indian Affairs . 

- Direct or , Medical 
Services , Dept. 
Indian Affairs. 

It was moved by Mr. Daly, sec onded by Dr. McGill ,  
that the Minutes of the Fiftieth Session of the Northwest 
Territories Council, held on the 13th day of February , 1934, 
be- confirmed. 

2. Mat ters of Urgent Importance -

( a )  Administration of Justice -

(1 ) Appointment of addit i onal Justice of the Peace , 
Cameron Bay, Great Bear Lake. 7302.  

General MacBrien said it was important from the 
Polic e standpoint that a Justice of the Peace be stationed 
p ermanently at Cameron Bay. Re said Mr .  Nicholson was lo­
cated about 30-35 miles away . Mr. Meikle ,  J. P , ,  will be  
t here shortly and Sergt. Baker is also a J. P. , but the Polic e 
have ins�ructions to  not act as Justice of the Peace in any 
case unless there is no  one else available. Mr. Cummi ng 
said that Dr. Byrnes is a sound sensible man and moved that 
Dr. Byrnes be appointed a Justic e of the Peac e. This was 
sec onded by General TulacBri en and concurred in by Council , 

( b )  Native Welfare -

(1)  Consumpt i on of denatured alcohol , canned heat , 
etc. , and issue of l iquor permits. 238-563-5769. 

The Secretary read a draft l etter to  t raders in  
the Northwest Terri t ories warning them that indiscriminate 
distribution of articl es containing alcohol which resulted 
in the demoralization of the native population , would render 
t heir trading licenses subj ect to cancellation. It was 

j 
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moved by Dr . Camsell, seconded 
cular be sent out as drafted. 

by Dr . McGill, that the cir­
( Copy of circular attached) .  

( 2 ) Improper relations between white men and native 
women. 5102. 

( a )  Troup case, Pond Inlet . 7494. 

The Secretary reported that Mr ,  Tro�p was an em­
ployee of the Hudson 's  Bay Company a t  Pond Inlet. He had 
improper associations with an Eskimo girl and the Anglican 
Missionary at that point had forced him to marry her. Troup 
was transferred to .anot her post and the Company agreed to 

look after the girl . Mr. Gibson expressed the opinion that 
Council ' s  i'nterest was principally whether the women in 
cases of this kind became a charge as destitute or diseased ,  
for at  present Eskimo are not wards but have status as white 
people. 

The Secretary read the Police report in the 
Troup case and during the ensuing discussion the opinion was 
expressed that the only action necessary for the time being 
was to request the Police to keep the Administration posted, 
in connection with each case coming to their attention es­
pecially. It was suggested that the Officer in charge of 
the 1934  Eastern Arct ic Expedition make enquiry as to how 
Troup ' s  Eskimo wife was being looked after, also he should 
get a letter from Mr. Watson , Eastern Manager of the Rud­
son ' s  Bay Company confirming the Company ' s  promise to look 
after this woman. 

In answer to an enquiry, Dr. McGill se.id that 
an illegitimate child of an Indian mother is taken int o the 
band. 1.1\'hen an Indian woman marries a white =n, she be­
comes a white woman and her children are classed as white. 
Mr'. Gibson asked whether the Department of Indian Affairs 
had any legal control over a white man who might have had 
improper associations with cm �ndian girl. Dr . McGill said 
th::Lt where (), band was located on  a reserve, the white man 
could be put off the reserve. Mr. Ps.rker mentioned , that 
the Criminal Code ( Section 5) provides heavy penalties 
under certain conditions but no special provision w11s made 
for cases where the girl is of Indian or Eskimo blood. 

( b )  General que�tions rai sed by Bishop Fleming. 
7257. 

ll/Jr ,  Gibson said that Bishop Fleming hc,d written 
commenting on the motion picture film "Eskimo" and asking 
for I', statement respecting policy on m1.:1tters affecting the 
more,l welfZcre of the Eskimo s .  He said it vms proposed to 
write Bishop Fleming tel ling him of the reference shortly 
to be made to the Supreme Court with a view to determining 
the responsibility for the care of the Eskimo in the Prov­
ince of Q,uebec and that pending a deci si. on being given, i t  
is diff i cult t o  answer most o f  his questions. 

General MaoBrien said two of his officers had 
viewed the �icture in New York and they reported that it 
depict ed conditions existing before the advent of the Royal 
Can11di2-n Mounted Police 2.nd the improvement mnde by the 
Po lice. Major l\foKeand said that Mr, Tubman , Manager of 
the Regent Theatre, to ld him the picture portrayed the ad­
vance of Eskimo morality by reason of Government administra­
tion. The picture was photographed in C'alifornia and A12-sk2:.. 
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Following a general discussion, i t  was �oved 
by Mr. Gibson, seconded by Dr, �amsell that a short reply 
be made to Bishop Fleming telling him that the picture 
•�skimo " had been inspected by twc senior officers of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police who reported to the Commission­
er of the Police that there was nothing objectionable in it 
when it was kept in mind that the early scenes depicted 
conditions as they were at the time portrayed and the later 
scenes showed the improvement that had been made under 
Police supervis i on. 

( c) Relief to destitute whites and half -breeds -

( 1 ) . Graduation age o f  destitute orphan children 
from residential schools . 2669 . 

The Secretary sai d that the Miss i on authorities 
had asked that the graduation age of girls maintained in 
residential schools by the Department of the Interior be 
raised to eighteen years, the same as the Departmenc of In­
dian Affairs . Dr . McGill said the truancy age of Indian 
Children was from seven to sixteen years and Dr. Stone 
pointed out that while the graduation age of Indian girls 
was sixteen , the Indian Department actually encouraged these 
girls to remain in residential schools until they were 
eighteen years of age . 

Mr. Gibson expressed the opinion that an effort 
should be made to have the Missi on authorities bring desti­
tute white girls out of the Territories on graduation as 
their opportµnities would be much better in the Provinces .  
Mr. Gibson moved, seconded by Mr. Cumming, that the matter 
be taken up with the Missions. 

( 2 )  ]\/[aintenance of c·hildren who have one or more 
parents living ( Olivier ) .  4739-2, 

This matter arose through applications sub­
mitted on behalf of two children by the name of Olivier for 
admissiol'L to the residential school a t  Resolution. This 
i tern had been placed on the Agenda because the proposed 
action was somewhat unusual, 

The Secretary read a Departmental memorandum 
which set out the facts of the case and. which seemed. to in­
dicate that the father of the Ol ivier children c ould pay at 
least part of the cost of maintaining the children in 
school. The recommendation in the memorandum was that the 
application i'or admission be turned down but that it be in­
timated to the Mission authorities that if the father would 
bear a portion of the cost of maintaining the children in  
school, the Department might make up the difference .  

Mr. DaJ.y expressed the opinion t hat a hard and 
fast rule could not be laid down f or the guidance of the 
Ad.mini strati on. 

Mr .  Gibson said that the amount involved was 
not gre2.t but if the Department paid for the maintenance of 
children whose ;parents could afford to t.ake care of the ex­
penses themselves, it  might encourage parents of that type 
to simply shift their reasonable responsibil ity on to the 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



- 4 -

Department . Dr . Mo Gill  sai d the I' epartnent o f  Indian .'<f-
f airs  t r i e d  to  g e t  Indi an orphans an d children  who s e  h ome 
l i fe was n o t  happy,  into  r e s i den t i al s ch o o l s  or hone s where 
they would have a b e t t er chanc e .  

Further inve s t i gati on i s  to  b e  made . 

( d )  Pooling o f  Gcvernment f r e i ght-Mac ken z i e  Di str i o t-33 . 

Mr . G i b son sa. i d  _tho t  the  ,:ur chas i n g  agent of 
the  In t e r i or Department had b een· in t c u ch with the par chas­
ing  agen t s  of o ther Departmen t s  and ther e was generc,l &gr e e ­
ment . - that a l l  the Gcvernment f r e i ght should b e  p o c l e d ;  
that as  the r a t e s  submi t ted by t he s e  tendering were prac t i ­
cally i dent ical , and a s  the Hud s on 1 s Bi;_y C'cmp any gave g c o d  
s ervi c e  l as t  y ear and was in  a p G s i t ion t o  render adequate  
s ervi c e  n ext s eason , that the  b u s i n e s u  sho uld b e  g iven t o  
the Hu dson ' s  Bay Comp&ny . It was moved by Gen er Etl Iv'.1;. c ­
Br i e n ,  sec onded by Mr . Cumming , that tr.e offer o f  the Hud­
s on 1 3 Bay C' ompany b e  r e c crrxrnnded to the var i o u s  Gcvernment 
Department c .  

( e )  Edu cat i on -

( 1 )  Grant t o  Angl i c ar: day s cr.col  at Fc rt  Smi th-5256 , 

L[r' , G ibson  moved , s e c onded by Dr , McGill ,  that 
the grant of $500 , 00 from the Department o f  Inter i or to the 
Angl i c an school at Fort Smi th b e  made eff ect ive fr om the 1st  
Oct ober , 1933 , an d that the  r e du c t i on i n  the  Roman Cath o l i c  
School gran t , agre e d  upon ,  dat e fr om 1 st Apr i l ,  1934 . 

( 2 )  Bt . Davi d ' s  I:ay School , Sirr:p s on - .Appl i c at i on 
f or suppl i e s , d 8 sk s ,  e t c . 

The Secr e t ar y  r eported  that Rev . Frankl in r. 1arke 
an,d o ther □ , had appl i e d  t o  the Depar tmen t fer tv.'elve d e ok s , 
a teacher ' s  d e s k ,  and o ther e qu i r,ment and suppl i e s ,  the c o s t  
c f  whi ch was est imated at  $1 69 . C O , excl u s ive  o f  frei ght . 
The r e turn s f r orr: the School d i :� c l o s Pd a.n average att endan c e  
o f  l e s s  tr.an th8 minirm;m r equired tc e n t i t l e  the Schoel t o  
tJ:-:>e uuual grant o f  $200 . C,O  r,er anr:um . 

Mr . Gib scr, J c- inted  out  that th8 I'epar tr;:ent had 
cupp l i ed S 'ohoul  bocks  f or the v s e  of rvp i l s  who are unabl e  
t o  e. t t e n d  s choc l  and asked whether i t  would n e t  b e  svff i c ient  
t o  c irLply supply the b o oks i 1: thi s c a s e . Dr . l'IcGill  said  
that they had r efused  t c  supply desks at  northern pointe  be­
c au s e  i t  was fel t  the p e op l e  inter e s t e d  shculd b e  abl e  tc  
manu factt1r e d2sks  out of material avai lable l o c:al ly . Mr , 
Gibson  move d ,  s ec onded by Mr . Daly , that ir: this  case a 
r e asonab l e  supply of b o oks , etc . ,  b e  sent , but  n o  de skE b e  
furn i s hed . 

( f )  Pub l i c  a i d  t o  Hospi tal s  -

( 1 )  Appli r, at i on for bed s , Fort Smi th Hospi tal -204 . 

The Secretary r ead a l e t ter fr om Lr . EcGill 
c overing the app l i c ati o n  of Father L ef ebvre f or r: ew beds and 
mattr e s s e s  t o  replace worn c,vt e qu ipment at Fort Smi th Ho s ­
pital .  H e  al s o  r ead a s t s t ement o f  surplus e qu ipment 
obtEined fr om the Department of Soldier  0ivil  Re-estab l i shment 
that was  t r 1J11sferred some year s ago t o  ho c p i t al s  of the �krth-
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west Terri t o ri e s ,  and an extract from the ]!inut e s  of a Meet­
of the Nor.thwest  Terri t or:l. e s  Counc il hel d  on the 22nd Oct o ­
ber , 1929 , at whi ch t ime Dr . S c o t t  s tat ed  it  was the prac­
t i c e  of tho Indian Department to pr ovide equipment when an 
Indic.n ho sp ital was first e s tab l i shed and th0r eafter make 
su ch gr1cnt s  l'lS would pr ovi de  f or tho maintern:mce  of the 
h o spi  t 2.1 . 

Dr . Stone s2.id ho vms inclined to think that the 
inform:tti on furnished by Dr . Sc ott  at that time was not  
2.ccurate o. s ho did  not  beli eve the Indi an Department had ever 
furni shod equ ipment to h o s  pi t2.l s , al though "Drug s  II vms i n-
terpr e t e d  t o  moCLn oxpondiblo  equ ipment . It vm.s remarked 
that o. few yGo,r s o,go 2.lmost  i don t i c o.l r e qu i s it i ons for drugs 
wer e submitted  to the Dep2.rtment s of Int er i or o,nd Indi c.n Ai.' ·· 
f:ti r s  and that s i n c o  then i t  has b oon tho prac t i c e  of the 
two Department s t o  c onsult  one 2.nothcr whonevor thore i s  2, 
p o s s ib i l i t y  of dup l i c a t i on i n  orders for drugs . 

It w,.-.,s st:::-,tod tho,t at the time o f  Father Lo­
f e bvro • s G.ppli cati on f or c o t s  Md :mattre s s e s , the ho s1i it ,,l 
was overcrowded but  that Dr , Morrow , on report ing on the 
:matter , said tho.t tho s i tu,:;,t i on had been r e l i eved by r educ -
t i on i n  the number o f  s i ck .  Attent i on was directsd to a 
cl ipping from a Calgary pD.pe1· i nt i:mo,t ing tho,t Bi shop Breyno,t 
int ended extending the For t Smith ho spi t al ,  but thsr e ilid not 
o.ppec'cr to  be any o ff i c ial verifi cccti on o f  thi s newspccper 
repor t .  

Mr . Gibson expr e s s ed the opin i on tho.t Bi shop 
Broyncct would_ probably consi der it  neces sG.ry to  build a 
h o spit:tl a t  Co.meron Bo.y at 2,n 0arly dat e 2.nd he would 
probably be asking :for a gr2.nt to as s i s t  i n  c on s tru,c t i on ,  

Dr . Ston e  remarked that Bishop Breyncct int i:mr,-
te<f he woul d not  be l ooking , thi s  year , f or 2. guaranteed  

� r evenu e fr om the Dominion -Government , instead he c on­
si der ed that tho ho spi tal would earn at least $8 , 000 . 0 0  in  
grants  duri ng the year . 

Dr . Stone reported that some· t ime ago i t  had 
b e en sugge s ted to the Indi an Department th2,t instead of 
�roviding dru g s , the daily g r ant be incr eased by twenty-f ive 
( 25 )  cents . On checking up on the :matter  he found that i t  
c ost :much l e s s  than twenty-five ( 25 )  cen t s  per day per pa­
t i ent to furni sh the drugs  that had b e en suppli ed in the 
pas t .  

Mr .  Gib son expr e ssed  the opinion that s ince 
C ounc· i l  h ad favoured the prac t i c e  of a s s i s t ing i n  c on struc ­
t i on o f  hos:i:ii t ccl s and paying the u sual grant s at the rate 
of 501 and @l . 50 per day, that f or the t ime being Father 
Lefebvr e • s  appl ic a,ti on b o  deal t wi th by enquir ing as t o  
whether the equipment 2.ppli e d  for was requ ired for an ex­
ten s i on of the For t  Smith H o spi t al . Thi s  was agr e e d  t o .  

Mr.  Parker and Dr . St one then ret i r e d .  

( g )  East ern Arc t i c  Patro l  -

( l )  Repor t of commi t t ee on further c o - operat i on wi th 
Depo.rt:ment of Marine . 5031-9 - 779 1 .  

Dr . Cmns ell report ed that Dr . Coll i n s ,  Commander 
Edwccrd s ,  Captain Di ckson , and Maj or McKeand ,  :met and di s -
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cus sed the questi on of transporting a scientific party t o  
c1nd from Southampton Island. He said no difficulty CJ.ro se 
in getting the party to South2,mpton Island, and the return 
trip could be made by the " Nc,scopie", "N. B. McLean 11 , 11Ocean 
Eagle", or B i shop Turquetil ' s  boat, each of  which re turn 
trip s would be expensive or unreliable, consequently i t  
would be necess::cry t o  give up the Southampton Island ideCJ. 
for thi s year. 

Dr .  Camsell said that his Department had only 
$48 , 00 0 . 00 in place of $200,000 . 0 0  f or the fi eld work. 

Mr . Gibson remarked on  the publicity being given 
in newspapers to the extensive program of  Arctic explorati on 
and investigation being conducted by the Russian Government,  
and expres sed the opinion that it might be desirable to 
recommend to  the Dominion Government that a sci entific party 
be sent to the C:::madian Arctic for a full year . 

Dr . Cruns ell thought the policy being foll owed 1n 
the Northwest Territ ories could be defended but he expressed 
heCJ.rty approval of l\fr , G ibson's idea provided funds could be 
obtrcined in the Supplementary Estimates. It was deci ded to 
leave the matter open for the time being i n  order that Dr. 
Camsell mi ght submit a definite plan f or submiss i on to the 
Government .  

Compositi on o f  Government Party. 
Itinerary, etc. 
Hudson ' s  Bay Company offer. 

Stand till Dr. Camsell reports .  

(h) Northwest Game Regulati ons -

(1 )  Definiti on of  the tern "in dire need " - 7856. 

The Secretary read a let ter j ust received from 
General MacBr ien in connecti on wi th the interpretation of 
the term "in dire need•. 

Mr. Gibson referred to  a recent conversati on 
which the Comm i ssioner had had with a former secretary o f  
the Northwest  Terri tories Prospect ors As sociation  who had 
expres sed the opinion that the present way of enforcing 
the Game Regulations wi th respectt to caribou was working 
out reas onably sati sfCJ.ct ory and that there was no need for 
any change in policy but that it might be well to have a 
pretty defini te understanding ,\s t o  who coul d  t<J.ke c2.ribou 
for fo o d ,, t hat the feeling of the l oc2cl Co=i ttee was that 
rest1::.ur-�.teurs and the larger mining companies who h::cve 
adequate commisso,riat 0.rrangements  would have no excuse for 
sending out empl oyees to  t::cke caribou, tho,t if they needed 
fresh mec.t it could be purche.sed by them from the Indians. 

Reference h8.d been made in this conversa,ti on to 
en incident where Indian s  had brought meat thirty miles by 
dog team and had to  CJ.ccept 101 per p ound, bece.use they had 
been informed by the rost ,s,,urrtteurs e.nd mining compani e s  
that if they did not t2.ke it , employees would be sent o ut 
to  get c,u- ibou.  

In the general di scussi on whi ch f o llowed, it  be­
came apparent that there was a general feeling, -
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( 1 )  that it w�,s n o  ho,rdship to  o,sk re staur/"\t eurs 
and larger mining companie s to  pay for fresh 
meat which they cc.n s ecure readily from the 
Indir1ns r1t <", reasonable figure. { 25 to 3:0ft 
per l b ,  i s  the price  mentioned by the repre­
sent ,'.ctive s of  certain mining companie s  who 
have discussed the situation her e ) .  

( 2) that this business mer,,ns a great deal t o  the 
Indians for it  keeps them supplied with c2,sh 
which is of  greater v rslue at  the trading stores, 
and provide s them with an incentive t o  work , 

It was moved by General MacBrien, seconded by 
Dr. McGill ,  that the following int erpretation of "in dire 
need "  be accept ed -

"Shortage of fo od stuffs making it e ssential to  
kill such game for fre sh me  2. t ( f o od )  in order 
t o  sust ain life or prevent star'll'at i on , " 

( 2 ) Right s o f  half-breeds under game regulation s .  
737 -7. 

The Secretary read 2. draft reply t o  General Mac­
Brien in connection with the right of half -bre eds t o  hunt 
,md trap in the Northwe st Territories  witho ut licenses. This 
was approved by Council. The que stion s rai sed by Gener11.l 
MacBrien and the answers prop osed in the draft l etter,  are as 
follows, -

Questiol!I l .  I s  i t  necess2,ry that a half-breed born 
in the Northwest Territ ories and i n  regular em­
ployment with a trading company obtain a re sident 
hunting and trapping l icense ?  

Answer, This half -bre ed would be required to  take 
out a license under Sect i on 3 of the Game Regula­
tions. 

Que stion 2 .  Is i t  necessary that a half-hreed Indian 
born in the Northwe st Territo rie s who is not ac­
tively employed with a trading company or on his 
own who is in rece ipt of a small pensi on which i s  
not sufficient to support either himself or his 
family, obtain a resident hunting and trapping 
license? 

Answer , As this  native i s  not ste adily empl oyed by 
the trading company he would n ot be required to 
take out a license, 

Que stion 3 .  Would an Indian woman born in the North­
west Tc;rrit ori e s  who i s  married t o  a white man 
take his status or may she hunt and trap without a 
license. 

Answer . This woman i s  now de emed t o  be a white  per son, 
thc;refore she would be rc;quired t o  take; out a license, 
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( 3 )  Appl ication of Revillon Fre;r-es to esta.blish 
trading pos t on Belcher Islands . 5 6 7 6- 7257 . 

The Secretary read a letter received from Re­
villon Freres Trading Company asking whether the Department 
would permit them t o  o�en up a trading post on Belcher 
Islands . Revillon Freres Company claimed that with the 
opening of a permanent trading post on the Islands by the 
Hudson's Bay Company , some of t heir hunters who formerly 
crossed over to the mainland to trade , now traded with the 
Hudson' s Bay Company . 

;,fter a brief discussion General MacBrien moved, 
seconded by· Dr . Camsel l ,  that the application of Revillon 
Freres Trading Company to open up a permanent trading post 
on Belcher Islands be approved . 

(i) Wolf Bounties -

( 1 )  Statement of warrants outstanding - 7244 . 

It was reported that some of the trading com­
panies had since the 1st ;.,ugus t las t ,  requested the issue 
of wolf bounty warrants claiming that cer tain of their pos ts 
could not be advised of the cancellation of wolf bounty pr ior 
to the date set for the expiry of the bounty . 

]/lr. Gibson stated that i t  was not known how many 
pelts the companies might be b olding, but it might be that 
all but worthless pelts from a sale standpoint had been dis­
posed of. 

Mr .  Gibson mentioned that when the Northwest 
Territ or i es Estimates were under discuss i on in t he House of 
Commons recently , the Minister of the Interior stated it 
w2,s unnecessary to pay bounty bec .?,use a better price could 
be obt ained for the pelts att fur cw c t i on sales than would 
be obtained if t he pelts were surrendered for bounty . 

Mr . Turner expressed the opinion that it might 
be advisable to author i ze t he issue of bounty warrants for 
t hose pelts in the hands of t he Mounted Police as in  such 
ins tsm ces t he owners would not have had an opport unity of 
disposing of the pel ts by sale and in add ition no opportunity 
would have occurred since the 1st August of switching good 
pelts  for worthless ones . 

Mr. Cumming moved, seconded by Mr .  Daly, that 
authority be requested for t he issue of payment of bounty 
in conn0c t ion wi th thos e bona fide c2,ses under discussion 
in which the pelts had been surrendered t o  the Royal Can2,­
dian Mounted Polic e .  

( j )  Reindeer Industry -

(1 ) Re2.ding Lom0n reports on failure to mrcke de­
livery - 4819. 

It was r eported that the attempt to drive the 
reindeer b erd ::1.cross the Maa::kenzie Del ta had proven abor­
tive and it Wr'.S ::i.gre od that copies of the recent commun i­
cations received by the Department in connection with the 
attempted dri ve should be sent to the various members of 
Council ci,long with t hese Minut es " ( Copies  ci,t tached) . 
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( 2 ) Research w qrk by Dr. Hadwen on behalf Ontario 
Reseairch Foundation � 250 6 ,  

Stand .  

t k )  Exportation of  unworked walrus tu sks - 4783 . 

The Secretary reported that Inspector Sandys­
Wun sch of the Royal Canadian 'Mounted Poli ce, the Department 
of Pisheries, and he himself, were in agreement that an 
amendment should be made to the Walrus  Regulations. He 
recommended tll,at the wor.ds "for scientific purpos e s "  in 
Section ( d) of tll,e Regulations be deleted ,  thus enabling 
the Minister of Fisheries to i s sue -permits for the exporta­
tion of walrus tu sks an d walrus hides. 

It was moved by General MacBrien, seconded by 
Dr . McGill, that Maj or McKeand ' s  recommendation be taken 
up with the Department of Fi sheries .  

( 1) Edgar Gibson, Insane -

General MacBrien said that he had had a long 
talk with Mr . D. M .  Kennedy, lVL P . ,  and Mr .  Kennedy seemed 
to be  quite satisfied that everything possible had been 
done for Mr . Gib son. 

Mr .  Kennedy promised to use hi s influence with 
thi s  man and h i s  family to try and dis suade him from his 
announ ced intention of returning to Great Bear Lake . 

�eneral MacBrien said he had had a second com­
munication from Mr .  �ib son asking him to arrange for the 
sale of his tools at Great Bear Lake . Mr. Kennedy had 
agreed that it  might be better to hold off the s2.ie of the 
tool s until work opened up as  a b etter price might then be 
obtained ,  and Gener2,l MacBrien said he had written Mr. 
Gibson in this regar-d. 

Gener2.l MrwBrien handed to the Secretary for 
the informcttion of Council , a comprehensive memor :mdum on 
this s ubject which read as follows, -

"Memor ?.ndum Re Edgar Gibson 

"The ctbove named, who is a farmer of 45 yeal"'s 
of age and ,,_ r eturned soldier, having served in 
South Africa nnd France, rented h is farm at Pibroch , 
Albert::c in the spring of 1 9 3 3 ,  _c1,nd purchased 2, year ' s  
supply of provisions with the intention of proceed-
ing North . He left his wife and family of three 
children at Pibroch, Albertc1,, o,nd left for Cameron 
Bay, N. W. T. He arrived at Cameron Br',y on 1 2th 
September, 1933, with Mr. Wm . MacDonctld of We stlock, 
Albert2. ,  in D, power boat , af.ter a very hard tri p ,  He 
secured work with the Murphy Service s at th:::.t point, 
unloading freight, etc., with et, promi se of three months 
wor k .  Shortly after his employment he was noticed to 
be  o.cting in a peculiar manner 1:md his conver s2.tion was 
erratic, 
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" On October 12, 1933, an employee  of the 
Murphy Services named Peter Racine complained to 
Dr. T ,  0 .  Byrnes , Medical Health Officer, that 
'Gibson was eating very littl e, and hardly slept 
at all, also that his conduct waflF peculiar. Dr . 
Byrnes met Gibson at the Radio Station of the Cana­
dian Airways where he was. endeavouring to persuade 
the operator to despatch a wire to his wife which 
started in a rational way and b e came foolish and 
incoherent at the end. Gibson's actions on this 
occasion indicated that he was far from normal. Dr. 
Byrnes spent two hours in conversation with Gibson 
and concluded that Gibson presented all the signs 
and symptoms of a clear cut cas e  of mannic depress­
ive insanity in the mannic phase. 

"Information was laid by Peter Racine before 
Sergeant E .  G .  Baker in his capacity as Justice of 
the Peace at Cameron Bay on the 14th October, 1 933, 
and after hearing the evidence of Dr. T. 0. Byrnes, 
Peter Racine, W. J. Wylie, and W. D. Ferris , the 
said Edgar Gib tion was adjudged insane and committed 
to t he R. C .M. P. Guard Room at Edmonton, Alta. , pend­
ing the decision of t,he . Commissioner of the North 
West Territories. , During his detention at Cameron 
Bay , N.W. T.,  he at n o  t ime displayed any viol ent 
symptoms and sedatives were administered by Dr. T . O. 
Byrnes from time to time to enable him to obtain 
muc·h needed sleep . 

. "On account of there b eing no proper accommo­
dat ion at Cameron Bay , a:n-angements were made to 
transport Gibson to Edmonton , Alta . ,  by plane and he 
l eft Cameron Bay on the 15th October, 1933, by plane,  
in custody of Const. J. R. MacBrien, and arrived in 
Edmonton on 17th October, 1933, where Gibson was 
placed in the R.C . M. Police Guardroom. Some delay 
was experienced in receiving the evidence in the case 
at Edmonton due to the S. S.Mabe1 being ice-bound near 
Fort McMurray , e,nd se.me arrived on 13th November, 1933 . 
Meanwhile Gib son was examined by Dr . Barrager, Com­
missioner of Mental Institutions, Province of Alberta, 
c.nd on 1 2th November, 1933, pronounced not insane and 
suitable to b e  at large. On instructions from 
Ottawa Gibson w2,s rel eas,ed on 18th November, 1933, 
and taken in a car to the Murphy Services offices in 
Edmonton, where a=angements had been made for his 
transportation to his home in Pibroch, Alta. He 
made no complaint at the time of his release, nor any 
requ est for return to the N.W.T. 

"A letter ( copy attached ) from the Commissioner 
of the North West Territories dated 1 6th November, 
1933 , stated that in view of Edgar Gibson having be en 
pronounced not insane there appears to be no alterna­
tive but to rel ease him at once, and if he so re­
qu ests , return him to Cameron Bay at the cost of the 
Crown. In a later letter i t  was indicated that 
should Gibson express a wish to return North, an ef­
fort should b e  made to dissuade as he is e vidently 
unsuited temperamentally for residence in the North . 

"A letter dated at Dapp, Alb erta, 12th Decem­
ber, 1933, was received from Edgar Gibson, in which 
he complained of his treatment whilst in custody at 
Edmonton , and explained the cause of his breakdown , 
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al s o  indicated that he woul d wish t c  return t o  
Cameror. Bay in the Spr ing of 193 4 .  A furthei 
lettar , dated 21:d January , 1934 , requented that 
all h i s  supplies  an d t o ol s  at Camer cn Bay be 
s old by Publi c  Auc tior: and t he pr cceeds sen t  to 
tim at Dapp , Alta. The neces sary ir.struc tions 
were i s s u ed . 

"On 1 4th February,  193 4 ,  a le;t ter was r e �  
c e i ved fr om Mr . I1 . M .  Kennedy , M. F . , f e r  Peace  
Eiver , requ e s ting an i r:terview ii: t he ca:se of 
Gi b son an d same was 8J,-r anged for 20 t h  February , 
w i t h  the Commi ss i oner , and er: that date tele­
graphi c in struc t i on s  were sent cancelling previou s 
orders regarding sale of Gibson ' s  supplie s,  e tc. 
P. defini te request fer return t o  Cameror: Bay, 
N.. ·,v . T . ,  With fare and E!°Xpenses  was rec eived from 
�ib son under date of 21st  February , 193 4 ,  and on 
3rd Mar ch a fur ther l e tter fr om hi m requested the 
imnediat e sale � f  his supplies etc . ,  at Cameron 
.Bay ,  as  he wa3 in urgent need of the money . l'fo 
a�t ion has been taken i n  thi s latter requ e s t  pend­
ing a reply to a l e tter to him indicating that a 
better pr i c e  would likely be obtain ed later in 
tte, s ea so n .  

"Regardir:g complaint of Edgar Gib son t c  the 
Ccmrr,i s sioner of Korth West  Terr i tories , dat ed  3rd 
March , 1934 . ( c cry at tached ) ,  the reply is  as 
f oll owe � -

"Fara . 1. - Cforrec t . 
"Fara . 2 .  - No e xaggerat i on was  n ec e s sary on 

part cf witnes ses as c orrJ;Ji t tal was 
based on medi cal ground s .  No oug­
ge stion was made of him being sen t 
t c  For t Smi th, an i d ea no do.ubt due 
t o  men tal condition at that t ime. 

"Far1,. . 3 .  - The Offir.er Ccrmnanding did not  need 
to questi on Gib oor: ai' ter taking him 
over from the escort . The delay in 
receiving evi den ce was due to i ce  
condi t i on s  near Fort McMurray. 

"Fara .  4 .  - A report of A/Cpl .  W. Reay , dated 
at Edmonton , Al ta . ,  8th I'ecember , 
1 9 3 3 , states as foll ow s ; - ' During 
this man ' s  ( Gibs o n )  s t ay ir. the Guard 
R c om ,  he re ce ived medi cal att ent ion 
fr on: Dr . Smi t h, when he was rel eased 
he, t hanked n:e f'Jr t he kind way he had 
been treated an d n eyer asked for ar::y 
c ompensation or ment ioned anything 
abou t damage� • ,  

"Fara . 5 .  - The case quoted of a1: Indian named 
Lou i s  r.o d oub t refers  to LOcIS P,'.i,UL , 
now an inmate of Fon cka Mental In­
s t i tute , who ,,as held in the Guard­
r o om at Edmcnton for scme  t irr,e pend­
ing a deci sic n of the Deputy il.t t crney 
General cf Alberta regarding respon si­
bility fur maintenanc e .  

"Far a .  6 .  - The cau, of J. Leyland was a pvrely 
Frovinc ial ma tter - r-opy of �rime  re­
port att ac:hed. . "  

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



- 1 2  -

The Secretary r ead a l et t er whicr. had b e en 
wr i t ten t o  General 11�acBrien  by Mr . Rowatt advi s in g  that 
i t  was pro p o s e d  to wr i t e  Jfr . Gibscr_ stating that the  
Korthwe st Terr i t or i e s  C ouncil  has b e en end e 3-vouring , 
tl:r.o cJgl-: the R oyal Canadi '.ln Mounted  Fol  ic e ,  to  d i s suade  
fr om pr o c e e ding to  remot e areas of the Terri t or i e s , those  
wh o ar e 1m s u i t ed or  insuffi c i ently equippe d to  witl-:.� t and 
the r i go r o  for i s olation o f  l if e  under c ondi t i on s  which 
migl-:t be expec t e d  to exi st ; that inad e q ua t e  equ ipment or 
inab i l i t y  t o  wi tb:;t ,rnd hard ship and i s olat i on -mi ght easily 
r e 31, 1t  in di saster , and that tho se  n ow est abl i sl-:ed at  Great 
Bear Lake ar e n o t  organ i z ed t o  l o ck after anyone  unabl e to  
take car e of themselve s .  

r,r . Cams ell moved , s e c onded  by Mr . Dal y ,  that 
the l e t t e r s  f r om lllr . Gib s on and hi s wi fe , now before  the 
De partmen t ,  be answered  al ong the ab ove l i n e s .  

� ou n c i l  then adj ourne d . 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



NCRT1ff/ESTERN LIVESTOCK CORFORAT I ON 

Hon . H .  H .  Rowatt , 

Colman Build i n g ,  
Seat t l e ,  Washington . 

Mar �h 2 ,  1 9 34 .  

Depu ty Min i ster of the In ter ior, 
Ottawa , Canada . 

])ear Sir �. -

We are in rer. eipt of rather d i s treo s ing nevrn 
fr om our Mr . D .  E. Cr owl e y ,  and exchange of tel e grams i s  
a s  f ollows : 

11AKLAVIK N1ivT FEB 2'1 193-<:, 
"A,'lRIVED AiILAVIK TODAY FRCi\JI SHINGLE POINT ANIREW AGREES 
Il/IFOSS IBL3 CRCSG THIS  SPRING VISITED FORSILI ENRCUTE 2 
DISAPPOINTED BFT lJOT rNFRIEl,I:LY CROSSING IH"CH MCnE 
TIFFICl'LT AND CC1!PLICATEI' THAtT I Al'TTICIPATED l-i.NIR:-iDW 
EXOELLEUT IN CHlL�GE CF mrnr, Bill LACKS bBILITY TC Fe.Al, 
AlITl ORGANIZE Fi.ILlc'RE 'IBIS YEAR IT'"E ENTilli,"""'I.Y THESE 
r':.A �:SES STOP AC COUNT 11IY 1INFA2IILIARITY CLIJ\IATIC FHYSI C.:U, 
Alrn OTID":R CONII TICNc' IMPOSSIBLE TC ACGGRATELY t;IZE UP 
s r ru;,TIOK ANI' FORESEE DIFFI CULTI3S TOO MECH C ONFIDENrE 
nT .ANI:RI:'',f GTCF NECESS.-B.Y SFENI, ONE MONTH All'[ONG I SL;,Jfi) 
THI S  SPR ING TC EX.AMINE CCNDI TI ONS ANI' Sl'RVEY ROUTE FOR 
C:RCSS ING NOVEMBER SHCVLL BE SFENT ESTABLISH ilW CAMFG 
AND STAKING RCUTE TC BE FCLLO'NED STCF WITH EXPERIENCi,; 
AND I NFORb[i;,T ION GAUr.2:D THIS WINTEP. CAN HANDLE SI TU.L,TION 
INTELLIGENTLY CCNFILENT SUCCESSFUL C:'l.OSSING CCJ:T BE : :_;\,DE 
_;,_BC"CT DECE!vffiEE FIRST -,-JILL REMAIN IF YCU DESIR3 . 

"D . E ,  CR OWIJl:Y" .  

" SK",.TTLE WASH F:11:B 28 1934 
"PEGPnT XAlff DIFFICULTIES AND IELAY STCP H OW MANY 
=-£f1TIMATEI: nr HERI: ii.ND FRCBABLE INCREASE IF DELIV:ERY 
DJilLAJ.JI;D AS GUGGEST3T, STCI' 'JHIAT ARE POSSIBILITIES C? 
?.01'NI1Il'TG UP STRAYS BET'JEEN NOW .AND FAWNING SEASON ,\lIT' 
F.ETF.E-.KING TO MA.Ill EERD , 

"RALFH LOM:EN " 

"AKL_;,,VIK NWT MARCH 2 1934 
"RC,UNIJING UP FEAC TI Cri.!,LY C011FLEIBL ESTITuIAT:2 HER.l-, NOW 
NULIBEES SLIGHT.LY LESS THAN TWC THCl'SANT SHOl'LD HAVE 
IN8REASE ABO'JT EIGHT HUNLP.ED FAWN S TCF DEER GREATLY 
V>'EAKEHED BY TRIF A!'\/D VERY .FC O:R FEEL CONDITIONS WEST 
S IJ;E SECCJ.\TT ATTEI::FT TC  rRCSS SURELY ATTENI:ED CCNSID­
ERABL:tii LCSS CONSIDK'UNG S C LELY YCI.'R BEST INTEF:ESTS 

"T , E . GR OWLEY 11 

I have c omrr�nicated tci s inf ormation to cur  
l,ew York cffice with the rec om:mendat i on that we  instruct 
0ur  Mr .  Cr owley to remain north to  carry ovt  plan s as sug ­
ge sted  by J-,im. 
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Co py of l e tt e r s fr o m Hr , Cr o wle y a nd An dr e w Ba hr d at e d J "anu a ry 2 7 t r. a nd . Ja n uar y 2 9 th a r e e nc l o s e d  h e r e ­
wi t h . 

Ve r y t r u l y y o u r s , 
( c g d )  Ra l

:i:;
h Lc ,m e n  

\' i c e - F r a si d e n t , 
V OR Thl/ ESTE ?. JIT L i v:;;; S T O C K  

C
C R F O R..-1 . T I ON .  
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Dear Ralph: 

Kendall Island , 
.Tan. 27, l934 . 

Well, Ralph , by this date I thought surely 
I would be able to report t he complet ion of the drive and 
be on my way to Aklavik to take the plane for the outside, 
but the fates willed otherwi se. 

As I wired you, we were somewhat delayed by 
a spell of very bad stormy weather. We planned on moving 
from t he Koagruk River to Shingle Point, Dec . 8. On the 
7th  it s tarted to storm and we finally got to Shingle Point 
the day before Chris tmas , From the 7th to the 25t h  it was 
one continuous spell of extremely bad weather. The worst 
storms I ever saw. Evert the Eskimo s said they never saw 
anything worse . During this period, we had a day or part 
of a day occasionally during which time we rounded up the 
herd and d id our be st  to try to keep them from straying too 
far . The weather cleared t he day after Chris tmas and we 
had all the boys out rounding up. Thi s took 4 days. On 
the 5th we las soed sled deer and got away at 6 , 30 that 
evening for "1[anixas ", arriving there on the 31 st.  The 
next two days were spent getting ready for the b ig drive 
out acros s  the i slands. The Delta route was impo ssible on 
account too much glare ico. These terrific winds had 
s imply swept the lakes and channels clear of snow , 

I di scussed with J..ndrew the advisability of 
my accompanying the drive i;i.cross  the i ce , He advi s0d 
agai nst i t ,  fo,r th0 reason that I would be of very .little 
us0 on this trip, t hat it would moan just  that much extra 
baggage to haul , that my clothing was not nearly adoqucete  
for this  strenuous trip . I had only that little light 
pa:i;-ka which I got in Son.ttlo , 2J. so that one pair of 
Mukluks, no fur pants ;:md no fur c2-p. Ho recommended that 
I go acro s s  tho dol t a  to Por sild' s place on the eas t  chan­
nel of t he Mackenzie River . Thi s  i s  called the new rein­
deer s tat .ion and is  60 mil e s  (2 days travol) from the 
s tation at Ki ttign.zu it ,  got Mr. Pors ild and go t o  Kit tig2,­
zui t rmd make ready to count rmd ro oeivo the rei ndeer, 
that this would save sever2,l days time and would be much 
better all around . This I proceeded to do. Had some 
difficulty securing a dog team, but finally got one who 
agreed to take me part way , and after changing drivers 
twice more arrived at Porsild ' s  plc:,oe Friday evening Jan . 
12.  The next two days Por s ild spent getting ready to make 
the trip . Sunday the 13, i t  was 5 5  below ; I was glad we 
were not on the trail , We left Mondc,y morning =riving at 
Kittigazuit on the lffi. Spent two days hauling wood and 
hauled t he panel s out to the corral , Still no sign of 
Andrew , and I was beginning t o  worry, 

On the 22 two trappers arrived from Kendall 
Island rind told us that iJJdrew had got about half way to 
the Island when the herd had stampeded and gone back t o  
the mai nland , that ;1.r1drew 2,nd the natives  hc.d followed 
shortly afterwards. The three Lapp s with the sled deer 
had gone to Kendr.11 I sland, and were there now awaiti ng 
lilldrew ' s  return . 
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After discussing the situation with Mr. 
Porsild we decided the best thing to do was to go to Ken­
dall Island and see the Lapps and find out j ust how 
mat ters stood . J,cc ordingly we hia·ed one of these trap­
pers as a guide and started for Kendall Island where we 
arrived after a very hard trip :ire sterday evening Jah .  2 o .  
The Lapps are here , one suffering from a rather badly 
froz en hand and one was thr own across a sled by the deer 
and as a co nsequence has a very badly sprained back. He 
is not able to do any work. 

It seems the native herders went badk the 
second day af ter the deer stampeded but that Andrew dame 
here to  Kendall Island where he stayed a couple of days. 
He got a lit tle grub, hired an extra dog team and went 
back to Shingle Point . Said he would hire two more dog 
teams there and drive the herd here to Kendall Island. 
He said he expected to get started back by the 26th, that 
was y8sterday. 1,lso said he would not try to use sled 
deer this  time , that it woul d be quicker and easier to 
hire dog teams . i,lso three of his experienced men are 
here . Of course it was impossibl e  for the sled deer to 
be taken back across the ice. 

After arriving here and si zing up the situ­
ation I was undecided whether it would be better to wait 
for Andrew here or go to Shingle Point, so made inquiries 
about hiring a dog team to go t o  Shingle Point and al­
though there are two teams here neither one will make the 
trip . So will wait for Andrew here. 

tion today.  
Andrew comes. 

Mr . Porsild is  returning to the reindeer sta­
The Lapps and myself will stay here until 

I was j ust sick when I heard the reindeer had 
stamped back to  the mainland .  Everything had been w orking 
so nicely I thought we were going to get through in fine 
shape, then t o  have this happen rakes all the joy out of 
life . 

But I will tell you one thing, Ralph, this is 
sure a tough country in w hich to try and work outd oors 
during December and January. The weather has just been 
hellish . I have had my f ace quite badly frost-bitten 
several times, and every trip is just painful , the weather 
has been so severe, h ave l ost fifteen pounds also. The 
trapper where we are now staying has not been out over his 
trap line f or over a month the weather has be.en so b ad. 

Received Carl's nice letter on New Year's day 
and was very glad to hear from him. If he had come north 
he might possibly have done better than I, but I am doing 
my darndest. 

Will keep you advised of the situation as well 
as I can. That is every time I can I will send messages t o  
Aklavik advising you of the status of the drive. 

time. 
Hope I will have a bet ter report to make next 

With best wishes to you all. 

Sincerely , 

Dan. 
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Lear Mr . R al ph Lomen , 
S eat tl e ,  Washing t on .  

Sh ingl e Fo int 9 

.Jan . 29 , 19 34 . 

Our c r o s s i ng wi th herd was delayed  on ac ­
c o vnt of the c on t i nv ovs  st orms i n  De c .  .January 3rd w e  
wer e on  th e way c r o s s i ng the Mackenz i e  Bay and the tra­
vell ing was very bad and almo st  c l e ar i c e .  

Cn the 4th day of .Jan . lat e in  the eyening  
was mor e than half way to the  feeding  grbvnds,  g e t ting 
dark and n.o r eal place to s t op and held the  herd and the 
boys ge tt ing very t i r e d ,  all i n ,  so  we wer e  stuck trying  
to  hold  the  herd  but  they  run  awoy frcm 1.Js . The clear 
i c e  and the sn ow sp c t s  make them s cattered we were l o t s  
o f  b oys aft er , bvt i t  start snowing dr ift  i mp o s sible  t o  
f ind them ar,y mer e .  Some b oys came back after 22 hcvrs 
very har d sh ip . Cur g u i de , Oliver , tcld  that  there  are 
p e ople  a t  Kendal l I sland and tak e s  o nly 3 or 4 hovrs r m� 
ther e ,  s o  I ask him t o  go there  and the dog  t e am bvt  he  
did  not  l ik e  go ther e aJ. e,n e  sc  I went with  him . Af ter  
f ew minv t e s  were on our  way bu t ovr  dogs  was very slow,  
t i r e d  b e en working too hard  b ehind the her d .  

Af ter 2 4  c. ovrs  travelling Y!i thcvt any s t e p  
reached  Kendall I sland . 7e wa2 very t ir e d  b oth ovr selves  
and dog G .  It  was head wi n d ,  snowing dr i f t ing and dark on  
the  6th  day o f  Jan . I sh iver , c n e  c o u l d  hear my t e e th 
100  f t . from me , was glad t o  find the h ou se in  such go cd 
c ondi t i on .  Four r o ams with big c o oking range  and b e d  
heat er , l o t s o f  fir wo od i r:  h o u s e  and grvb for bo th n;an 
and dog s ,  rea dy kindling w o o d .  Fir3t  w e  l i t  the l artp and 
b u i l t  fire  to heat er and s o or: the big  co oking range had 
fire  t oo ,  aft er f ew rr. inv t e s  the h:iu s e  was very warrr, . S trip 
off ovr i c e  and wet c l othes  turn all ovr doge l o o s e , f e d  
them good o n  f i sh , hung vp all o ur �lCJthes  t c  dry and aft er ­
ward got t o  b e d . 

Next morn i ng .Jan . 7 get up , find  i t  was blow­
ing har d ,  o t ay i n  all day . Jar2 . 8 g e t  l it t l e  b e t t e r  and 
the oweer s of thi >c h rw s e  r:ame , 2 f arr.il i e o ,  Mr . L eni s Ar,aktck 
an d  Jc e Illi s iak .  They be en Aklavik fer t,hr i s tmas . Jar . .  9 
bl ow har d ,  stay i n .  .Jan . 1 0  g o t  b e tt er and I hired  Joe 
Ill i si ak w i th hi s tsan; and brcvght 2ome l it t l e  nec e s s ar i e :J  
and was or. the way with two t e ams , truvelling vntil  la te  at 
night , dark , cl ovdy , snowing had t o  step . Early n ext morn­
ing  .Jan . 1 1  was or. the way r e ach8d t c  camr: plo,c e where b oy s  
was l eft , b v t  they wer e  gene . Ve f our.d c ache that bcys  
left  ther e .  We stay over ni ght i n  the  rr.crning Jan . 12  was 
early 011 the way . Got dc0rk,  cDmpe d  c,n i c: e . We saw bun.eh 
c,f re indeer  ab cvt  one  hundr e d  er sc on one l i t t l e  i sl and  
bv t we  di dn ' t  have no  chan c e  to  b other w i th them. We wer e  
f i gh t i ng for  ovr l i f e . 

Jan . 13  r eached Shin gl e  Pt . All the pcorle  
run  there  t o  meet v s ,  1-.mong r t  them was min i ster , ll/Ir . 
'ile b o t er , and our b oy s  :Sdwi n ,  Tc::r enc e ,  llfark and young Thoma" 
who was our  oxtra hel p . Ter en r. e  had fr o z e  bcth  of hi s f e e t  
t oe s  but  n o t  seri ous and o f  c o u r s e  the i r  che eks t o o .  They 
had awful hard t ime t o o ,  vfalking 60  mil e s  aga i n s t  snow 
s t orm. 
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The 3 Lapp boys they go with the sled deer 
towards Richard island that . is all I know about them . 
They got 13 sled deer all statving to last point. Our 
native boys was left with thetn and they t old me. We been 
here n ow 16 days bunching up the herd again .  We got most 
of the herd but lots of them off yet . It been steady snow­
ing and stormihg since we  .came here, lots of wolve,s hother 
very b�d feeding conditiorl. People natives from here got 
hard t imes ,  starvation, dogs nearly all died by starving . 
We got hard times too. Mission here they been trying t o  
help u s  with grub but they run short themselves too. I 
sent 2 dog · teams to  Herschel Island for grub, but they came 
back empty . I hear that Hudson Bay Co . at Aklavik i s  
short of flour, r . oats, rice and cornmeal. I am sending 
order for grub with Mr . Webster to Aklavik or H.B . Co .  

I don ' t  know i f  Canada Govt. do not accept 
the deer t his sido , then wo  can try to cross t he Mackenzie 
in last part  of March or first day of April. By that 
time herd will be in better condit i on and snow will settle 
more on the i ce. I am surG we can makG it . Long days 
eats will help and hold the herd unt il  after fawning at 
Co. name . You all know this , but I mention i t ,  I got 
very hard t ime here to keep the boys going on acct. of tho 
shortage of grub Qnd the clothes. 

Remember me to all the Lamens, wishing you 
all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year . 

Sincerely yours ,  

Andrew Bahr. 
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Dear Sir : -

DEPi<RTMENT OF THE INTE.."1.IOR 

Nor th West Terri tories  l'md Yukon 

Government Reindeer 
Stat ion ,  

February 4, 1934 ,  

I be g to report that upon the arrival of 
J\IIr . D. E. Crowley ,  repre sentative of the Lomen Reindeer 
Corporation, on Januar y 12 , e,t the Reindeer Station, I 
learned that the d rive of the reindeer herd across the 
Mackenzie Del ta , had started on January 3rd. Mr. C rowley 
2,l so informed me th'.:ct Andrew Bahr, in charge of the drive 
had expected to hc.ve the herd c.t the corrall s  near Kitt i ­
g[).zui t on or llbout .Tl'\nuary 17th , 

Upon receipt of this information I at once 
prepared to proceed to Kit tigazu it and 2.rri ved at the cor ­
rall s on January 16th. , accompanied by Mr. Crowley and one 
of our men. 

The following days wer e spent clearing the 
corral for snow r:md i n  get ting the camp which had not been 
occupied for some t i me, ready for the arrival of the herd­
er s .  

On .Tanuary 22nd word was . received by two 
Eskimo trappers who happened to pc1s s  the camp, that the 
reindeer herd had stampeded when half way c.cross  the Mac­
kenzie Bay and had re turned to the west  side of the delta. 
These men had also heard from other Eskimo with whom they 
had been in contact recently on their trap lines that 
Andrew Bahr with some of the men had gone back to Shingle 
Pt-. while three men ho,d remained at Kendo,11 I sland with 
fifteen sled deer c.nd picrt of the equipment. 

Following this information I ,7,t once, stc1,rted 
out for Kendall Islc.nd crossing Richards Island arriving 
o,t Kendall Island on the 26th where I found our three Lap­
lander s camped with .'c native trc.pper , 

The Lapp s reported c. s follows ; -

"The pc.rty consisting of 1.ndrew Bc.hr a,nd 
seven Lap o,nd Eskimo herder s hf',d stEtrted from Shoalw::1ter 
B::1y on the we st side of the del ta on ,Tanuary 3rd . A 
Mackenzie Delta native accompanied the drive acting as  
gu ide. The herd a t  the time of the start was in very fair 
shape and in their e stimation numbered in the vicinity of 
2, 000 head. · Bahr had not expected to find proper pa stur ­
age for the deer until reaching the we st  coast  of Ric hards 
Island and therefore had intended to keep moving, day and 
night, until reaching thi s obje c t i ve. 

" In crossing the Bay it was soon found t hat 
due to continu ou s storms during the month of December the 
snow in many place s had been b lown off the ice , Since 
reindeer cannot travel on glare ice i t  vms nece s s ary to 
make frequent detour s. 

"After fifteen hours of travelling a small 
isl and was reached. Here the men rested for two hours 
while the herd was permitted to feed on the dead gras s and 
low willows which covered the i sland. 
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"During the next stage of the march the Lapps 
claim that the gu ide, who is an old man, completely lost 
his way and for this reason eight hours were lost making a 
detour around ext ensive willow f lats t hrough which i t  was 
impossible to travel with the herd . 

"Following thirty hours of continuous tra­
velling on foot, wi th the thermometer at 48 degrees below 
zero, the men were vory tired, The herd also was getting 
hungry and very unmanageable. When a scr nond grass-covered 
island was reached it  was therefore decided to let the herd 
feed for a coupl e of hours while the men cooked a meal and 
rest ed. 

"A temporary tent was set up, and as the deer 
had b o on observed to f ood peacefully it was not considered 
necessary t o  le ave a man wi t h  the hord. W hile thus the 
men wero all i n  the tont the herd suddenly commenced to 
stampcdo and started to backtrack towards Shingle P�. 

"Four men st arted ou t at onco, i n  the dark, 
hoping t o  overtake the herd but re turned twelve hours later 
wi thout having boon able t o  catch up wit h  t he deer . During 
the stampede a small band of approximately one hundred head 
of deer had become separat ed from the main herd and wore 
now feeding on a nearby island. 

"Andrew Bahr with four Eskimo herders and the 
guide returned to Shingle Pt . while the Lapps were instruc­
ted to proceed towards Richards Island with the remaining 
one hundred deer. The train of fif teen sled deer were also 
l eft wi th the Lapps • 

. "Following t he departure of Bahr and µis men a 
two day snowstorm scattered the remaining small h erd. 

"Andrew Bahr before leaving had said that he 
expe cted to find the herd east of Blow River and that he 
hoped to be ready for a second attempt by next full moon , 
i.e-. , the latter part of .Tanuary. He i ntended to start 
direct from Shingle Pt. to Garry or Kendall Island, since 
by doing so he would avoid the willow flats and the glare 
i ce of the foot of the Bay. By using dog teams instead 
of sled deer for transporting his gear he expected to make 
be tter time . " 

;,_ further reason why B ahr had decided not to 
take the three Lapps back wi th him t o  :assist in a second 
attempt presumably is ,  that two were physically unfit for 
such trip . One was suffering from a severe cold when the 
driv e had left  Shingle Pt. but had refused to be left be­
hind . "·et the time of my visit to Kendall Island be looked 
feverish and complained of po.ins i n  his chest and back . 
The other Lrcpp hrcd frozen both hands seriously becrcuse he 
had been unable t o  secure sui t .'.'.ble mit tens m1d for more th2.n 
ten d2.ys h2.d been unet,ble to use his right hand. ;ui exflmin­
ation showed the sores t o  be extensive but superficircl, and 
it  is believed that no perm""nent inj ury will result. 

B2,hr probably will be well ""dvised to att empt 
2, crossi ng direct from Shingle Pt . i n  preference to the 
southern route. Garry rend Kendall Isl;;md , 2,s well ::,,s. 2, 
number of other unnamed isl2,nds t o  the west of Richards 
Island belong geologi cally to the so..me formation as the 
latter. These islands are all fairly high and unlike the 
low all uvial islands of the delta, carry a fair cover of 
l i chens suitable for reindeer grazing . 
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The dead gra's s  and low willows . available on 
the low alluvi al islands ih the foot of the bay is of 
little or no food value for reindeer . In .,,,. emergency 
however , J:<e i hdiler , wheh in good shape , will subsist for 
several day b on such f eed , 

J\rr . C' rowley who accom]'.ianied me to Kendall 
island decided to remain here  with the three Lapps until 
Febru ary 6th. If Bahr had. not crossed by that date he 
considered it unlikely that a cros sing would be attempted 
until next moon. 

I returned to the Station on ifanuary 30th . 

Yours truly ,  

'sgd' A. E .  Porsild .  

H. E. Hume , Esq . , 
Chairman, Dominion Lands Board, 

Department of Interior, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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When replylng address 
Commissioner of Dominion lands 

Ottawa 

Sir,;. 

DIM/vGB 
P l e a s e  quote 

F,le 483,,.3 NWl' 

DOM 1 N 1 0 N  LANDS A D M I N ISTRATIOf"\J 

14th March, 1934. 

I have the honour by direction to 
advise that the Fifty-first Session of the Northwest 
Territories Council will be held on Thursday, the 
15th March, 1934, in the office of the Commissioner, 
at 2 :30 o• cloek in the afternoon. 

Enclosed please find the following, -

1,  Minutes of the 50th Session of the North-
west Territories Counc il, _held on the 13th 
February, 1934. 

2, Agenda for the 51st Session. 

Your obedient servant, 

------
D. L. McKeand, 
Secretary , 

, 

Northwest Territories Council. 
H. H, Rowatt, ES(!, , C ,M ,\i', ,  

Commissioner , 
Northwest Territories, 

O t t a w a ,  
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTH"IESI' TERRITORIES 

- AGENDA -

TU.esday , 13th February ,  1934, 

2 :30 p ,m. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes,  

Forty-ninth sessi on - Wednesday ,  17th January, 1934. 

Special session - Tuesday ,  23rd January , 1934. 

2, Matters of' Urgent Importance. 

(a )  Workmen• s compensation 4795 

(Mr. Daly to report progress on ✓ 
draft Ordinance) . 

( b) Scient ific Expeditions . 

,l 1 .  

3 .  

Shackleton -
/ ( Correspondence from Under- secretary 

of state for External Affairs ) ,  
��� -

(Honorary employment as Botanist ) . v  
Wordie -

( Inforretion supplied High ✓ 
Corrnniss ioner• s Office ) .  

( c )  Northwest Game Regulat ions . 

( d)  

1 .  Illegal shoot ing of c aribou ./ 

(Further rep ort fram Police on 
proceedings at trial Cameron Bay ) . 

2 .  White foxes . 
v/ 

(Application for extension of' season 
from March 31st to April 15th on 
foxes north of the timber line ) . 

Reind!�r � � ✓ 
✓ 

Reading of telegrams from -
( a) Dr. Urquhart . 
(b )  A. E .  Porsild . 

(Lomen• s  attempt and failure 
at Richards Island ) . 

( e )  Radio Corrnnunication. 1./ 
1. Northwest Territories and Yukon Radio 

System, 

(Reading exchange of correspondence 
with Department o� National Defence ) .  

(Brief report on inter-departmental 
meeting 2nd February, 1934) .  

• 

7022 

7625 

7839 

7856 

4679 

320-5 
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3 .  

.... 2 , ... 

2.  "Northern Messenger", 

( Suggestions for broadening scope 
of Departmontal messages bt 
''Northern Messenger" ) .  

( f )  Eastern Arctic , 

7591 
5193-2 

5031-9 

1. Govorrn,�ont party including scientific 
personn0l ,  Also further co-operation 
with Dopartmont of Marine for trans­
portation Hudson strait n.reo., 

2 .  Itinorary, freight , etc.,  etc. ✓ I,\ );!,.. 
Tentative estimate of total Government � / 
requirements as compared with those of 
1933. 

( g )  Maintennnco of Insane Persons . 

(Provision for maintenance in 
Provincial Institutions ) .  

(h)  Appointment of Mining Recorders . 

( a) Polic e personnel o.s  sub-recorders . 

(b ) Pormnnent sub-recorder - cmaeron Bay. 

g 
5360 

29 

( i) stntion for magnetic obsorvations Chesterfield· Inlet 6735 

(1�xchango of c orrespondence with 
Undor-secrotary of state for Extornal 
Affairs ) .  

( j )  ConsU111ption of don'.'turod n.lcohol and canned hoat ✓ 238 
by natives of Northwest Terri torios , mid general 553 
question involving tho issuo of liquor pormits. 5759 

(Exche.nge of correspondenco with 
(.-<J  

�
D�

�
ion'\). H�th) ,  

\ I.) • -41 . ;¼, �
 

Items to bo onl t vn th �t le.tor session : 

(a )  Exportation of  unworked walrus tusks. 4783 

{b )  Eskimo Relief , 7644 
7257 

( c )  0rdor of Houso of Co1mnons i'or copies of' e,11 
corrospondonco , otc . ,  relating to the ll'st four 294 
expo di t ions to Beche Peninsula. 

(d )  Lotter from �- F. Cooke, Fort smith, suggesting 7815 
certain ruoon d!nonts to the Northwest Grnne Regulations . 

( 0 )  Policy regnrding length of service for medical 5917 
officers in Northwest Torritorios. 

(f )  Grc,duation of' dosti tute orphan children from 2669 
rosidontio.l schools. 
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTHWEST Tli'JmITORIES 

Minutes of the Fiftieth Session of the North­
west Territories Council , hel d  on Tuesday , the 
13th day of February , 1934,  in the office of 
the Commissioner, Mr . H. H. Rowatt , C .M .G .  

PRESENT 

Mr. H .  H .  Rowatt ( In the Chair) 
Mr . R. A. Gibson 
Dr. Charles  Camsell 
Mr . Aus tin L .  Cumming 
Mr. K. R .  Daly 
Major General J .  H .  MacBrien 
Dr. Harold W. McGill 
Major D .  L .  McKeand 

IN ATTENDANCE -

Mr. J .  Lorne Turner 

Dr . R. M .. Stewart 

- Commissioner .  
- Deputy Corrnnissioner . 
- Membe r of Counci 1 • " ,, " 

" 
II 

" 
II 

" 
" 

- Secretary. 

II 

II " 

- Acting Chairman , 
Dominion Lands Board . 

- Director , 
Dominion Observatory , 
Dept. of Interior. 

2. ( 1 )  Station for magnetic observation s - Chesterfield Inlet -

Mr . Gibson suggested that the above ite:n be dealt with 
first in order that Dr. Stewart ' s  t ime might be conserved. He 
explained that :1lhe Department was considering the advisab ility 
of having a member of the Observatory staff accompany the Eastern 
Arctic Expedit ion this year and it was desired to  have the views 
of the North'!l'est Territories council in order that Dr . camsell , 
who is making a report on personnel for scientific investigation , 
might take this into account . 

The representations recently received urging that the 
magnetic station at Chesterfield , operated by the Department of 
Marine in conne ction with the Second Polar Year , be c ontinued , 
were mentioned ,  and Dr . Stewart expressed the opinion that this 
was largely a matter for the consideration of the Department of 
Marine . He observed that the work was important due to the 
close proximity of Chesterfield to the magnetic pole .  While 
the time availab,le at each port of call ,  approximately forty­
eight hours ,  di d not allow much time , he thought it would be 
possible for the officer he had in mind , Mr. Madill , to secure 
useful magnetic data and also to fix astronomically, with 
reasonable accuracy, a number of points some of which were be­
lieved to be shovm out of place on current maps.  

Dr . Camsell said Dr.  Coll ins had suggested that a 
party of scientists be dropped off at a location such as South­
mnpton Isl1JJ1d to  c onduct their respective studie s and picked up 
later in the season by the "Nascopie II or the "McLean" .  Maj or 
McKe::md ss.id it might not be possible for the ''Nascopie" to get 
to south8lllpton Island on the way int o the B:J.y ,  but the Islo.nd 
would be rec1ched on the W'W out . He thought it would be possi-
ble to nrr:mge for trnnsportqtion back from Southampton Isl'l.nd 
on Bishop Turquetil I s  boat which would be returning to Chester­
field ,  but Dr. C:l!llsell thought this might add too much to the 
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cost . Dr . Stewart said that Mr . Madill ' s time would be tetter 
occupied if he remained w1 th the ship rather than stay 1n the 
one loc ality With the other scientists . 

It was moved by Dr. Camsell , seconded by Dr . McGill ,  
that Maj or McKeand, Dr . Collins ,  and a rep resentative of the De-" 
partment of Marine get together and see whether the transporta­
tion problems could be worked out . 

It was moved by Mr . Giboon,  seconded by Mr . Daly , that 
an officer of the Dominion Observatory accompany the Exped ition 
this year to carry out magnetic observations and fix astronomi-
cally the location of as many point s as possible enroute . Dr .  
Stewart then retired . 

Confirmation of Minut es -

It 1/J.'":S moved by Dr . C3!11sel l ,  seconded by Mr . D:cly ,  th'l.t 
the Minutes of the Forty-ninth Session of the Northwest Terri­
torie s Council , held on the 17th dDy of January , 1934 , and the 
Speci cl Session held on the 23rd d'W of Jnnuary , 1934,  be con­
firmed .  

2 .  Mc:tters of Urgent Importnnce -

( �, ) Workmen ' s  Compens··1 tion -

Mr . D2ly Sclid he had been so busy with the Saskn tchewm 
Resources Commission work th:7.t he had been unclblc to do '.'.Ilything 
on this m:1tter since the 1'1.st Session of Council . Mr. Gibson 
mentioned th1.t some of the mining men hnd been in the office md 
were :-:sked wh:, t their re',ctions -would be should the Dominion 
Government require thorn to s:-:feguard their men . They s:cid they 
wer6 prote::::ting their men now '.lld even went so f-:cr ::1s to intimate 
th:ct if the Workmen ' s  Compensation Ordimmce was not made effec­
tive immodiCLt ely , it would place no hardship upon employers of  
labour to require them to  take out insur'.llce th1. t would protect 
the interests of the men they are employing with respect to  acci­
dent 2nd sickness . It is Cl'1.1med by the compcmies th,:1t they 
look after their men and not permit any t o  become a charge on 
the community .  

( b )  Scientific Expedit ions -

( 1 )  Shackleton -

The Secret-:1ry read a memorcmd um as follows , -

"Proposed Shackleton Expedition t o  Ellesmere 
Island . 

"On the 18th September , 1933,  Mr . Edward Shetck­
leton , orgJnizer of cm expedition to Ellesmere Islnnd , ap­
pe <cred before the Northwest Terri tor1e s  Council and gave 3. 
brief outline of the projected progr'llllme . The plans of the 
Expedition did not appear to hEtve advr:nced sufficiently to 
on2ble a cle",r concise statement being submitted but Mr . 
Sh'1.cklcton �,skod th", t the Federal Government :issist the Ex­
pedition by issuing the necess::ny permits 1nd r,,lso by the 
following, -

( ?. )  By -:ctt:cching 2 Geologist or p-iying approxim:1toly 
$700. 00 in lieu thereof;  

( b )  Permitting use of Police build ings 1,t B:-tche , 
'.'.lso Police cmd Interior supplies .:c t Bache <md 
Fr,m H<cvn; 
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( c )  A member of the R . C .M.P.  accompany the Expedi­
tion as guide . 

"Mr . Shackleton was advised that  provided he 
furnished info:mntion on a number of s tipulated points 
including the Expedition ' s  financiDJ. backing , responsi­
bility for a relief party , 1f necessary , equipment ,  e tc . , 
Council would recommend a grant of $1 , 000 . 00 to assist  
the Expedition · $700 . 00 to  go to�rd the expenses of a 
Geologist .and $300 .00 to cover partial cost of 1.ssembling 
and publishing the reports.  

"Following his appearance before Council , Mr . 
Shackleton forwarded satisfactory evidence to show the 
Expedition ms the approval of the Oxford University Club , 
also the Royal Geogr'lphical Society .  The Oxford Univer­
sity Exploration Club will assume full responsibility for 
a rel ief party if it becomes necessary. The Federal Gov­
ernment is guarmteed copies of all reports , !ll3.ps , charts ,  
sketches ,  etc . , and photographs, where necessqry . 

"Two points have not yet been reported upon , 
viz . - that the Expedition is adequately financed and prop­
erly equipped . 

"The High Commissioner llas reported tll'lt finan-
ci cu ::1rr:mgcmcnts are not yet completed . £4 , 000 are con-
sidered necessary while only £1 , 500 are assured , but the 
sponsors confidently expect to raise the balance shortly . 

"Tronsport3.tion arrangement s were to have been 
made wi th the late Dr. Knud Rasmussen al so the matter of 
securing Greenl'lnd natives and dogs , but owing to the 
Doctor • s , demise nothing is known of the arrangements ma.de .  

''Before issuing the necessary permits ,  it should 
be definitely known if the Federal Government would be 
obliged to assume any responsibility in the event of the 

, Expedition meeting with disaster provided an offic iru of 
the Federal Service accomp::mies the party . "  

The Secretary also read a letter received from Dr. o .  
D .  Skelton advising that the High Commissioner in London had re­
quested that Shacl{leton 1 s application for a grant of $1 , 000 . 00 
be placed before the Prime Minister; and a later exchange of 
cablegrams which Dr. Skelton had with the High Commissioner ' s  
office as t o  the progress which Shackleton had made in the matter 
of finances .  A reply which had been received from London road 
as follows -

''No .44 .  Your telegram N0 . 37 ,  February 10th . Have dis -
cussed matter with Shackleton . He states that he has 
only recently returned from Denmark and financial ar..., 
rangements not yet completed . This is partly due to  
the fact that they have decided to  increase amount re­
quired to £4 , 000 in order to guarantee safety of expedi -
tion. At the mo:.:cnt he has about £1 ,500  assured and 
confidently expects to  rai so the rest very shortly . "  

After discussion it was moved by Mr. Gibson , seconded 
by Dr. Cam sel1 that General MacBrien and Mr . Daly collaborate in 
the preparation of a report on Shackleton 1 s application , giving all 
information available to date and saying that this council recom­
mends -

1 .  The issue of the permit s ap'.]llied for; 

2 .  Th<t t financial assistance not exceeding $1 ,000 . oo be 
gu:cranteed for the purposes mentioned in the memoran­
dum . 
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The foregoing on the distinct understaming that 
Shackleton will submit satisfactory evidence before the 
supplementary estimates are brought down , that his fi­
n::m.cial arrmigement s have been completed . 

( 2) Poulnin -

Dr. Cam sell said he had no thing to report . Ho 
thought it might be possible to offer Poulnin a place on the sci ­
entific party to  Southrunpton Island as a botanist in an honorary 
capacity if the proposed plw.s materialized . 

( 3) wordie -

The Secretary reported that Mr. wordie ho.d cab led on 
the 23rd January that he had an option on the ship and was desi­
rous of being Gdvised immediately whether pennits would bo issued 
in his favour , :md read a cablegram sent out by Dr. Skcl ton th'.l. t 
tho Northwest Territories Council W'.l.S prepared to  recommend the 
issue of the permit s provided the usual information And guaran­
tees were furnished .  

Mr . Gibson suggested that extra copies of the Ordi­
nances be forwarded to the High Cornrnissioner 1 s Office so that 
they would be available there when required . 

( c )  Northwest Game Regulo.tions -

1 . . Il_legal shooting of caribou 

Mr . Gibson stated it was proposed to write Mr. La­
Binc , Col . C .  D .  H .  MacAlpine , and Mr. H .  G .  Beresford , telling 
them that in the case of Oscar Bumstad , who was fined by a 
Justice of the Peace , a complaint had been lodged by Indirais 
that caribou were being killed in violation of the g3Ille regula­
tions 2nd that on being charged with killing eight caribou, Mr . 
Burnstad had pleaded guilty, and that the Justice of the Peace 
had not levied the maximum penalty; Burnstad could have been fined 
$400 . 00 ,  and a year imprisonment , instead of $150 . 00 .  Mr . Gibson 
added that Col . MacAlpine and Mr. Lc!Bine had been here and were 
informed that information h'.l.d reached the Deue.rtment th at Mr. 
Burnstad had left two of the animal s behind on the ice ;  that they 
agreed that if s t.eh were the case there was no reasonabl e ground 
for compl:1int .  General MacBrien stated that their records did 
not indicate th:1 t Burnstad had not picked up all the animal s that 
he kille d ,  but thi s  might be due to  the fact that the accused 
pleaded guilty , and therefore the reports were very brief. He 
st2.ted it would simplify the work of' his men if the term " in dire 
need" could be more definitely described. Dr. McGill thought 
that this term could only properly be interpreted as meaning 
starving c ondition or where there was actual sufferring due t o  
defici�ncy of �iet .  He  added that scurvy did not develop 
overnight and it was reasonable to expect those working in the 
north to see that they had an adequate supply of proper provi­
sions . It was also pointed out that caribou meat could be pur­
chased from the Indians at Great Bear Lake. The opinion was 
expressed that this might have been an e1ttempt on the part of 
those ::it the mining area to see just  how far they could go with­
out being checked up . 

Whil e the difficulty of adequately interpreting the 
tenn "in dire need" for the guidance of the Police w:1s appreci­
:1ted , it w.:i..s moved by Dr. McGill , seconded by General Mn.cBri en ,  
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th::ct Mr.  Daly ende"lvour t o  draft such a definition m1d submit it 
to Council for further consideration. 

2 .  White foxes -

It was pointed out that the concensus o f  o pinion 
seemed to  be that the present open season for whi te foxes was 
about right . Mr. Parsons had urged that two weeks be added in 
the spring . It was pointed out that pelts  would prob'l.bly be 
brought into the trading posts for a week or two after the end 
of the open season and it was thought that an extension would not 
be advi sable . 

3 .  Petition from halfbreeds and non-tre��y Indians of 
Alberta for permiss ion t o  hunt and trap in the North­
west Territories  -

The Secretary read a petition received from an asso­
ciation cf:llling itself 11L 1Association des Metis d 1Alberta et des 
Territories du Nord-ouest" .  Dr.  McGill said he had not previ­
ously heard of this Association . There was a ffilall band of non­
treaty Indi'll'.ls in northern Alberta who could obtain tre,ty if 
they wanted it but he did not think the petitioners had authority 
to speak for this band of Indians . Mr . Gibson mentioned that in 
the House of Commons the quest ion of relief of needy halfbreeds 
had been brought up and stated the answer given by the Governme nt 
was to  the effect that the care of these people was a responsi­
bility of the Provinc e concerned . It was moved by Mr. Daly,  
seconded by Dr. Camsell , that this discussion be looked up and 
the petition answered along the same lines .  

( d) Reindeer Industry -

The Secretary read for the information of Council 
wireless messages received from Dr. Urquhart , Mr. A. E .  Porsild , 
Mr . Crov1ley , the representative of the Lomen Company , re the 
reindeer herd , and an exchange of . wires which Mr. Lomen hnd wi th 
Dr. Urquhart , all dealing with the present situ,i,t ion with res­
pect to the reindeer herd . ( Copies attached ) . 

( e )  Radio Communication -

1 .  Northwest Territories  and Yukon Radio System -

It was reported thc1. t the Interior Dep1rtment was rep­
resented at a meeting called by the Department of National De­
fence to consider means of cutting down expenditures on wireless 
stations in the Northwest Territories during the fiscal year 
1934-35 to come within their estimate . The Interior Depart­
ment r s representatives ende:i.voured to have the situn.tion met by 
a reduction in the cost of personnel rather than a reduction in 
the number of stations operated , but this would not be agreed to 
by the Signals Service . That Service took the stand that they 
required all the men they had at each station as the relay method 
of handl ing the business just 2..bout trebled the 3Illount of work . 
Mr . Gibson s1.id the Ncitional Defence Department intended asking 
for a supplementary appropriation and wanted the support of the 
Northwest Territories Council . It was moved by Mr. · Daly , se­
conded by Genernl MacBrien , that Council again go on record as 
being o:f the opinion that the service now being provided by the 
Northwest Territories wireless system was all necessary . 

2 .  "Northern Messenger" -
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The Secretary reported that the Commissioner had drawn 
to the attention of the Chairman of the Canadian Radio commission 
the fact that the announcement given over the radio as to those 
whom the ''Northern Messenger" was intended to serve , did not seem 
to be sufficiently comprehensive , as a result the announcement has 
been changed to  read -

"This Northern Messenger progranllne is intended primarily 
to serve the following -
1 .  District agents ,  medical officers , nurses and other 

Government officials stationed in northern Canada. 
2 .  R. c .  M .  Police detachments in the Canadian mainland 

and Arctic archipelago . 
3 .  Traders , trapners , settlers , miners and missionaries 

throughout the Canadian Arctic and Sub-Arctic regions 
of Canada . 

4. British Naval Detac.hment from 1H.M, S . Challenger 1 at 
Nain, Labrador. " 

Mr . Gibson suggested that the facilities of the ''Nor­
th8m. Messenger" be ut iliz;ed to make known changes in the North­
west Territories Regulations. It was agreed that this would be 
desirable but the opinion was expressed that the ''Northern Mess­
enger" , which was more or less a personal service ,  be not over­
crowded with Government business that was not urgent .  

( f )  Eastern Arctic -

1 .  Government party including scientific personnel .  
Also further co-operation with Department of Marine 
for transportation Hudson Strait Area , 

Disposed of for the time being by the opening dis�  
cussion - 112 .  ( i J  Station for magnetic observations � Chesterfield 
Inlc t " .  

2 .  Itinerary , freight , etc . 1 etc . Tentative estimate 
of total Government requirements as compared with 
those of 1933 . 

To be dealt with o,t a later meeting when the matter 
has been gone into more thoroughly . 

(g)  Maintenance of Insr'.Yle Persons -

Mr. D:::ly said the Department of Justice had expressed 
the opinion thr.t there w'ls no legisl::i.tive authority for the Order 
in council passed in 1922 authorizing the Commissioner of the 
Northwest Territories to commit insane persons to certain Provincial 
institutions. He thought the Department had a good case in connec­
tion with Louis Paul nnd it might be worthwh.ile going to Court so 
thnt the Depa.rtment would be on a good footing to  open up negoti­
o.tions with the Province of Alberta for the hJ.ndling of future 
cases .  Mr. Gibson considered that the mining companies should be 
hold responsible for the c:i.re of any of their employees who might 
become ins'.:lJle in the Northwest Territorie s, and pointed out that it 
would now be nccess'l.ry for a person to live four ye 'l.rs in the Ter­
ritori cs before he would be entitled to  a hunting and trapping 
pe rmit . Further that in most of these cases it will be found 
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, , 
th:., t the parson affected was a citizen of one of the Provinces  
Gnd that under existing conditions the best way out of the diffi­
culty might be t o  send the pe rson back to the Province in which 
ho wc.s domicile d ,  only paying the expenses of tr'filSporta tion 
where the person is destitute :md the responsibil ity did not rest 
with some employer of labour , finally that the commissioner should 
only commit to Provinci'.Jl insane asylums permanent residents of 
th8 Northw·cst Territories who m:l,ght become ins'.'Jle 'md th,:,.t in these 
cc:.scs of course the Dominion would accept responsibility for main­
ten2.nce .  

After discu ssion i t  w2.s moved by Mr. DHly,  seconded 
by Mr. Gibson , th2t the outstnnding account s submitted by or 
through the Roy'"11 C2J12.di'ln' Mountcd Police be pclid and the C'V'C 
of P�cUl be le ft with the Provinc e.  

(h)  Appointment of Mining Recorders -

(a)  Police personnel as Sub-recorders -

Mr. Gibson said that the duties of sub-mining record­
ers in many c 2,ses could be c,:1,rriod out in an excellent mc1rmer by 
members of the Roy�al C1.n1.di1r1 Mounted Polic e ,  but thc1t Genorc.l 
MacBricn h·1d stc,_ted r8cently that the assumption of these duties 
required that members of the Force remain permanently at detach­
ments wi th the result that necessary patrols could not be under ­
taken . General MncBricn mentioned that the appointment of one 
of their men as sub-mining recorder in southern Yukon Terri tory 
had cost th em $1 , 500 . 00 .  He had· to be flown in and so far as 
the Poli ce vrr1s concerned , there was no need to have a man in thqt 
district .  He s:cid that hi s informEttion was that if there W'lS a 
rush to the N::lhPnni river district it would be by 1rv-w of Fort 
Nelson in northom British ColumbLL Mr. Cumming expressed the 
opinion th1.t the sub-mining recorder' s office should be loc"lt8d 
at Simpson r0.ithor thm Liard. He seemed to think th'lt the rush 
would be by wrw of Simpson , but in any event thoi,ght that most of 
those going in would h1N8 their permits cmd when they wore going 
out to record their cl ,ct_ms ,  they would not c:i.re to go UP river to 
Li:,rd. After  discussion General MacBrien said that he would 
have men at Liard and Simps on next year and expressed a willing­
ness to have his S1.mpson detachment look after the mining record­
ing business .  

(b )  Permanent sub-recorder - Came ron Bay -

Mr. Gibson said the Department of Interior was pretty 
well of the opinion that the time had arrived when the mining 
offic e for the Great Bear Lake Distric t should be located at 
Cameron Bay .  The moratorium was about to expire which may mean 
that people with smaller means will desire to stake and they will 
vnmt definite information r:l,ght away as to the availc:bility of 
the mining rights in v,hi c:h they are interested . In nddition 
C:J..'1CC11J.tions will be taking place .  Mr . Rowatt said the books 
:.:. t Fort Smith could be so para ted without difficulty '1Xld Mr. 
Cumming pointed out th:.t mos t  of the mining work in the Terri­
torie s would be conducted at the Cqmeron Bcy office nnd it would 
th erefore be necessary to trMsfor .'.ln efficient st2cff . The 
2..dvis'.'.bil i ty of m:,.king the proposed chan,g;e wets agreed to . 

( j )  consumption of den'ltured ctlcohol and cci.nned hcnt by na­
tives of the Northw8st Territories ,  and gener'll question 
involving the issue of liquor permits .  

The Secret:�.ry ren.d extr'1ct s from a letter received 
from Mr. H. M. L:mcaster, Chief Dominion Analyst , Dep'1rtment of 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



Pensions and National Health , advising of the difficult ies of 
:tdding ingredient s to alcohol which in themselves are poisonous. 
Mr. Gibson thought that the situation might be met by advising 
the trading companies of the complaints that had been received 
cmd warning them that if the situation was not looked o.ftcr by 
the compo.nics their post permit s would be subject to crmccllation . 
After a brief discussion it was moved by Dr. Camsell , seconded by 
Dr . McGill , that the trading companies be informed that if fur­
the r  complaints arc received regarding the consumption by natives 
of articl es containing alcohol the Department will have to con­
sider the c;mcell 'ltion of pcnn:!.ts for posts where the post mcma­
gers dispose of den'1tured alcohol and canned he'l.t for beverage 
purposes .  · ccopies attached ) .  

( k )  south Nc.hanni River aeri'll reconnaissance -

Mr . Gibson asked Dr . Camsell whether further aerial 
photographs can be taken of this area next season. Dr . Camsell 
said that at a recent meeting of the committee on Aerial surveys 
and Base Map s ,  Wing Commander Johnson pointed out that they had 
certain dut ie s , such as Police  work , which must be carrie d on , 
and that if these fixed expenditures were looked after there 
woul d only be left about $32 , 000 . 00 for other work. The Air 
Force hac asked for an additional $80 , 000 . 00 1n the supplemen­
tary estimates but did not know whether it would be secured . 
It was agreed that a letter should be addressed to Dr. camsell , 
as Chairman of the Inter-departmental Committee on Aerial Sur­
veys and Base M,1ps , nsking whether a revision of the programme 
:,greed upon could be made to enable the Nohcmni River photog­
rc-,phy to be t:?ckcn c::i.rc of . 

( 1 )  Hospital , Great Bear Lake District -

The Secretary read a letter received from the Con­
solidated MinLrig and Smelting Company urging thqt some co-
oper:;:1. tive .:c.rr:mgement be entered into to  provide hospital fa­
cilities at tho mining :i.rec1 , also a reply which. it was proposed 
to send to Mr. A. L .  Joh::mnson , the Assistant Solic itor of the 
Compnny , pointing out that the Dominion Government docs not 
build or operate nny hospit2l s  in the Northwest Territories ;  
th'l.t the existing hospi tells which ::i.re for the tre::ctment of the 
n:ct ivcs 2.nd the destitutes ,  2,rc oper1.tcd by the Missions , ctssis­
tcd by grJJJts from the Dominion Government , based on the number 
of patients treated for which the Dominion has a responsibility ; 
thc1.t the Church ::i.uthorit ies ::i.re keeping an eye on the s ituation 
,,t Great Be:cr L'.lke ;  th::i.t Dr . Byrnes was appointed medicrJ. hectlth 
officer for the district and in addition receives a smal l  a­
mount for the care of the lo cal Police detachment ; ::md that the 
mining comp mie s  '"lre expected to look nfter the treatment of 
thctr own c:Jployce s .  Also that 1f the mining comp111ies put up 
', ho spitrJ. for the treatment of their employees , the mcctter of  
p2.yment for service rendered the native population , and :JDY dcsi­
tutc whi tc people who are not a responsibility o f  the mining 
community , will receive consideration . A reply along these 
lines W'l.S n.pproved . ( Copy of letter received rmd drP.ft answer 
::-, ttached ) .  

(m )  .Applicatj_on for beds - Fort Smith Hospital -

It was reported that a letter had been received 
from Dr. McGill regarding the application made by Father Lefebvre 
for beds for the Fort Smith hospital . Mr. Gibson d irected 
•1ttention to the $8 ,000 . 00 guarantee given by the Minister , as 
he:1d of the two Departments ,  and to the fact tm t this amount 
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had not been earned :In service at the regular rates a1 though of 
course the Department was satisfied that it was the most economi-
cal arrangement under the circumstances .  Dr. McGill said the 
Department of Ind1n.n Affairs received many requests of this kind 
and it becrune a matter which in the aggregate amounted to  a very 
consider2..ble sum , ::m.d th:,t Council should consider such requests 
very c2refully in the light of the precedent thctt would be cre-
ated . The mn tter is to be considered further at  the next meet-
ing of Council :md Dr. McGill s:1id that he would have Dr. Stone 
on hand . 

( n )  Eskimo women - white men -

Mr. Gibson said an increasing problem w;,,s the occas­
ionGJ. case of m.ite men temporarily stationed in the north , who 
live  With Eskimo women . When they le ave , their frunilies were 
abandoned Md had to be looked after by the Department or one 
of the trading companies . The situation from a f:lnnnci:il stand ­
point is not serious at present , but he thought the De��rtment of 
Indian Affo,irs might have had considerable experience :In handl ing 
such !Il'.l tters . The discussion is to be renewed c1.t .  an c 1.rly meet-
ing of Council . Dr . McGill said he would bring along Inspector 
Parker who is perhaps the officer of his De�'J.rtment most fclllliliar 
��th the handl ing of cases of this kind . 

Council then adj ourned . 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



CONSOLIDATED MINING AND SMELTING COMPANY OF 
CANADA LJMITED 

Trail 1 B . C .  
January 13,  1934 . 

Commissioner Of the North west Terri torie s,  
Department of the Interior, 
Ottawa , Ont . 

Deo.r Sir :  -

This Company has certain mining property 
at or near Cc1ffieron Bay on Great Bear Lake in the North 
west Territories which it is engaged in developing. 
Medical and hospital services are either  1n:1dequn.te or 
none:'.istent ·"-t thi s ple.ce .  

The suggestion has been made that essen­
tial medic:JJ. 3lld hospit:JJ. services might be provided 
under some scheme to be entered into between the oper­
ating companies in the �rea , and the governmrnt , such 
services to be o.vc:ilable to all inhabitJ.nts o.s well o.s 
to the employees of the companies .  

Before the suggestion C'l.ll be 'ldvrmced , 
it is necessary to  know to what extent the government of 
the territories will assist under the following hendings -

( a )  The construction and  equipment of a sui t<1ble 
hospitc'J. ; 

The operc,.tion and malntonJ.nce of such hospitnl ; 
The salaries of physicians, nurses and staff ; 

I shall be gl ad if you will either write 
to me on the subject , or refer this letter to the official 
who may deal with the subj ect matter . 

Yours faithfully , 

1 sgd 1 A.  L .  Johannsen , 

Assistant Solicitor. 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



Office of 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE. INTERIOR 

Ottawa, Canada 

26th January, 1934. 

Dear Dr. Heagerty: 

On a number of occasions the North­
west Territories Council has been called upon to  
consider the problem of the consumption by Eskimos 
and Indians in the Northwest Territories Of canned 
h,at and denatured alcohol . An Ordinance is being 
drafted for the consideration of Council to  control 
the sale of alcohol of this type , but before submis­
sion to Council we would appreciate your advice as 
to the effectiveness in the case of Eskimos and 
Indians of the addition of some substance such as 
ipacacuanha , which would act as an emet ic or would 
make the product exceedingly distasteful . 

Yours very truly , 

1 sgd 1 H-. H. Howatt , 

J .  J. Heagerty , Esq . , M .D . , D .P .H . , 
Chief Executive Assistant , 

HeJJ. th Division, 

Deputy Min is ter . 

Department of Pensions and National Health , 
o t t a  w a .  

• 
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Office of 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 

Ott::wm , Canada 

13th February , 1934. 

Dear Sir: 

Replying to your letter of the 13th 
ultimo , urging that more adequate medical and hospit'll 
services  be provided for the Great Bear Lnke mining 
area I may say that the Dominion Government doe s  not 
build hospit :,ls in the Northwest Territories . Instead 
[lSsist:mce is given to the mission hospit'.llS which 
have been established primarily for the trc1tment of 
the native popuL1tion . The usual grant is 50� per 
patient per d'.lY - $2 . 00 per dey in the case of the 
destitut e .  In add ition Government doctors are usuetlly 
st',tionod at the hospital s .  On one occasion a cash 
grant was made to assist in re-establishing a hospital 
that h2.d been burned . The Depa,rtmen t hns no funds 
.2vc1il':Lble to assist in the establimment of hospit'lls 
this year and only sUfficicnt funds have been included 
in the estim'.ltes to cover the treatment of n:1,tives Fmd 
the destitut e .  

It has been expected th:1 t 2.s the Cam­
eron Bay District devel oped either the Roman Catholic 
or Church of Englcmd missions would open n hospital at 
thJ. t point . We understand the,t the Church authorities 
are keeping an eye on the situation to see if a hospital 
is needed . When Dr. T .  o .  Byrnes went to Cameron Bay he 
was retained as Medical Health Officer for the District 
and in addition is paid a small amount for looking after 
the Police .  He is also furnished w1 th medical supplies 
to help out in the treatment of Indians and any destitute . 
The Department expects the mining companies to look after 
their employee s .  

If the mining companies decide to put 
up a hospital for the treatment of their  employees at 
Grs:1t Bsc1r Lo.kc the matter of payment for services ren­
dered the native population and any destitut e  whits 
people who are not the responsibility of the mining c om­
munity will receive consideration . 

Yours very truly , 
1 sgd 1 H.  H .  Rowatt ,  

A .  L .  Joh:mnson , Esq . , Deputy Minister. 
Assistant Solicitor, 

Consolidated Mining ?,nd Smelting Company 
of Canadc1. ,  Ltd .  , 

Tr'.1il , B . C .  
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DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS 1-IND NATIONl.L HE,\LTH 

Mr. H .  H .  Rowatt ,  
Deputy Minister, 
Department of the Interior , 
Ottawa . 

Dear Sir , -

OTTAYlA 

February 8th , 1934 : 

I have been instructed to reply to your letter of enquiry , 
respecting the introduction of suitable modifications in the compo-
sition of canned heat and denatured alcohol for the Northwest Terri­
tories; This is an extraordinarily complicated problem . The cir­
cumstances in which the Eskimos and Indians of that region are 
placed combined with what is generally believed to be their natural 
sensitiveness to alcohol and many other drugs , accentuate the diffi­
culties of denaturing alcohol so that it is non-potab le .  As you 
know , this is a matter which Jms received the attent ion of the 
Department of National Revenue for many years. The excise regu­
lations now make provision for several type s and kinds of dena� 
turcd 2.lcohol and yet it ho.s be en deemed necessary t o  l imit and 
restrict s:o,les ,  the denaturants not being absolutely Offective in 
preventing misuse for beverage purposes . 

It is an exceedingly hD.Z'"-rdous business to add to the 
c1lcohol , substances which are highly poisonous or whi eh might 
cause the c.enth of an indivieur:l using the mixture as '.l beverage . 
If such an accident should occur , although it might be argµcd 
that c.ec.th v1as brought about by the C'.lreless or deliberate action 
of the deceased ,  there 'ITOuld still be the inevi tn.ble criticism of 
pe rmitting poisons to be distrtbutec. 1n this W½Y • In these cir­
cumstances there is naturr:lly considerable hesitancy in making 
spe�ific recommendations other than for your further consideration . 

Canned heat is used legitimately as fuel nnd there is 
naturally more leeway in dona turing than there is in the dena­
tured alcohol itself to be sold as such . Canned heat might be 
made , not with methylated spirits , but with one of the other forms 
of denatured alcohol permitted by the Excise Divi sion of  the De­
partment of National Revenue . This would not likely be one hund­
red per crnt effective , but there might be less trouble than with 
the methylated spirit used at present . 

Beforc recommending the use of ipecacuanhn '"'.S n don::i.­
tur:o,nt , it would be highly import::mt to mD.ke certc1.in th'l t the pre­
sence of the drug would not interfere with the legitim:1te purposes 
of the den2. tured 2lcohol . Cert<>.in mocicated wines sold in the 
:Province of Ontario contain this drug in quant ities sufficient to  
proc�uce omesis in an indivic:ual t '.lking such wines 1n quantities 
sufficient to produce intoxication. There is no record hero of 
the se mec'ic '.lted wines being misused in Ontario . Information ro­
garcing the proportion of ipec:1.cu:mh:J. employed in the manuf'J.cture 
of those products you may be  able to procure from Dr . W. J .  Bell , 
Deputy Minister of Health , Parliament Builc.ings , Toronto ,  or if 
you so cesire ,  I will colle ct the c�etails for you . 

Yours truly , 

1 sgc 1 H .  M. Lo.ncaster , 

Chief Dominion !JJJ,lyst . 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 
Radiotelegraph Service 

7 VEL MX 49 NBW Aklavik NWT Feb 1st 

Chairman Dom Lands Board 
Ottawa Ont . 

Reindeer herd started across delta on January third arrived Ri­
chards Island thirty hours later STOP Deer instead of feeding 
stampeded back to Shingle Point where they now are STOP Porsild 
giving all possible assistance STOP Will wire immediately upon 
receipt of definite information as to future plans or movements 

Dr . Urquhart . 

1245P /NJ /2ND 

17 VEL VER 

DEPAR'IMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 
Radiotelegraph Service 

ET HL NFT 64 NBW. 

Aklavik NWT Feb 7th 1934 

Cha irman Dom Lands Board , Ottawa. 

Returned January thirtieth from sixteen day journey Kittigazuit 
and Kendall island where learned attempted drive reindeer herd 
across MackenZul..e Bay started January third failed when herd 
stampeded in dark of night half way across bay returning main­
land west delta S'JDP Before returning w1 th herders Bahr in 
charge said he hoped be ready new start full moon end January 
STOP Detailed report follows first mail 

A. E .  Porsild . 

1105p/HL/7th. 

WESTERN UNION 

Via Edmonton 
Kendall Island NWT Jan 28 via Aklavik NWT 

Feb 7 1934 

Ralph Lomen Seattle Wash 

Andrew with herd left mainland for Richard Island January third 
I crossed delta get Porsild and go Kittigazuit arrange for re­
ception reindeer STOP Information received Kittigazuit Quote 
after being out thirty hours deer stampeded returned mainland 
Andrew With herders following shortly unquote I arrived Kendall 
Island twenty sixth Andrew left hero for Shingle Point tenth 
said he would start back twenty sixth will await Andrew here 
Advise Lucile 

D E  Crowley 
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Ralph Lomen 
Seattle wash 

WESTERN UNION 

Via Edmonton 
Aklavik NWT Fob 7 1934 

Deer drive started across delta January fifth and bolted back 
from Kendall Isl and S'IDP Crowley at Kendall IslclJld ,:,.nd out of 
touch B'l.hr at Sl1ingle Point STOP Reverend Web ster :1.rrivcd from 
Shingle Point tod:.1y and states he has loaned more r2.tions than 
he c 2.n afford to  Ba11r and both Mission School and Bahr urgently 
in need supplie s at once alone STOP Impossible get dog tcruns 
haul supplies from here and price prohibit ive if they were 
availil.ble S'IOP Canadian Ainriys plane due in here tod::iy seems 
only solution STOP Rush authorization charter this plane to 
t'.'lke lo:cd Shingl e Point cost approximately three hundred dollars 
STOP Pl,mo will only rom.?.in hero twenty four hours 

J A  Urquhart 
Akl :wik NWT 
vla Edmonton 

WESTERN UNION 

J A  Urquhart 

Seattle wash Feb 7 1934 

Authorization granted charter pl'.IDe purchase supplie s according 
your judignent thanks 

Northwestern Livestock Corp 
R:J.l ph Lomen 
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When rsplylng address 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands 

Ottawa 

Sir :-

DIM/MGA 

DOMIN ION LANDS ADMINISTRATION 

Please quote 

File 

,:;· 
,:,._, 

l '(� 

12th February , 1954. -

I bave the honour by direction to 
advise that the fiftieth session of the Northwest 
Territories Council will be held on TUesday, the 
13th February, 1934, in the office of the Commissioner, 
at 2 : 30 o •cloek in the afternoon, '-

Enclosed please find the following : -

1 ,  Agenda - 13th February , 1934, 

2, Copy of the letter dealing with 

H ,  H, Rowett , Esq , ,  CJ,1,G, ,  
Commissioner, 

Northwest Territories, 
OTTAWA, 

the Fort Smith-Fitzgerald road, 
referred to in the Minutes of the 
Special session held on the 23rd 
January, 1934, 

Your obedient servant, 

D, L, MeKeand, 
seoretsry , 
Northwest Territories Council. 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



, 

l 
I 
% 
t 

COUNC!L OF WE NORTH"/E,gr TERRITORIES 

- AGENDA -

TU.esday, 13th February , 1934. 

2 :30 p ,m.  

1.  Con;fi rmation of Minutes. 

2 .  

Forty-ninth session - Wednesday , 17th January, 1934. 

Special Session - Tuesday , 23rd January, 1934. 

Matters of Urgent Importance. 

( a) Workmen ' s  Compensation 

(Mr. Daly to report progress on 
draft Ordinance) .  

( b )  Scientific Expeditions . 

4795 

1. Shackleton - 7022 
( Correspondence from Under- secretary 
of state for External Affair s ) . 

2. Polunin - 7625 
(Honor ary employment as Botanist ) ,  

3 .  Wordie - 7839 
( Information supplied High 
Commiss ioner ' s  Office ) , 

( c )  Northwest GaJUe Regulations. 

1 .  Illegal shooting of caribou 

(FUrther repor t  from Police. on 
proceeding s  at trial Cameron Bay ) .  

2 ,  White foxes . 

(Application for extension of season 
from March 31st to April 15th on 
foxes nor th of the timber line) . 

(d )  Reindeer Indust ry. 

1. Reading of teleg rems from -
( a) Dr , Urquhart. 
( b )  A .  E. Por sild. 

(Lomen • s  attempt and failure 
at Richards Island) . 

( e )  Radio Communication. 

1. Northwest Territories and Yukon Radio 
System. 

(Reading exchange of correspondence 
with Department o� National Defence ) ,  

(Brief report on inter-departmental 
meeting 2nd February , 1934 ) .  

7856 

4579 

4819 

320-5 
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3.  

- 2 -

2. "Northern Messenger ". 

(Suggesti ons for broadening scope 
of Dopartmontal messages by 
"Northern Messenger" ) .  

(f )  Eastern Arcti c .  

1. Goverrunent party including scientific 
personnel . Also further co-operation 
with Dopartmont of Marine for trans­
portntion Hudson Strait 2r0G . 

2 .  Itinerary , freight , etc., etc. 
Tentative estimate of total Government 
requirements as compared with those of 
1933 . 

( g )  Mo intennnco of Insane Persons. 

(Provision for :rnaintononco in 
Provincial Ins ti tutions ) .  

{h )  Appointmen t of Mining Recorders . 

(a )  Police personnel as  Sub-recorders . 

( b )  Permanent sub-recorder - Crnneron Bay. 

7691 
5193-2 

5031-9 

9 
6360 

29 

( i ) station for magnetic observa tions Chestorfiold Inlo t 6735 

(Exchange of correspondence with 
Undor-secrotc,ry of state for External 
Affairs ) .  

( j ) Consumption of. dona. turod 2lcohol and canned hoat 
by natives of Northwest Terri ter ios , and general 
ques tion involving the issue of liquor permits. 

(k) 
Items to 

(Excl1l,.ngo of correspondence with 
Dopr:,rtmont o:I' National Health ) , 

Fsft ; r-n o ·•N t, ,,,..i-. c n. 
be donlt with at lntor session. 

(a )  Expor tation o:I' unworked walrus tusks. 

(b )  Eskimo Relief . 

( c )  Order of Houso of Commons for copies of all 
corrospondcmce , e tc . ,  relating to the lest four 
expodi tions to Bache Peninsula . 

238 
563 

5769 

4783 

7644 
7257 

294 

( d )  Lotter from w. F. Cooke , For t smith, suggesting 7816 
cortnin runen dmonts to the Northwost Grune Regulations. 

( o )  Policy regarding length of sorvice for modicru. 5917 
officers in Northwost Territories,  

(f )  Grr:cdu;1tion of dosti tuto orpbnn ch ildren from 2669 
rosidontial s chools. 
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Ottawa , aanuary 24, 1934, 

Dear Mr . McPherson : -

Your Deputy Minister, Mr . Homer Keith , when in the 
city recently discu ssed with the Commissioner of the Northwe st 
Territories tlie problems arising from the maintenance of the Fitzgerald­
Fort smith Portage Road . we ha'Ve given some thought to the situation 
and I think it well to mention to you certain features,  as follows : -

(1 ) The part of this highway that is in the Provinc e of Alberta 
is a Provinc ial responsibility . 

( 2 )  The Dominion made a contribution of $5 , 000 , one year to enable 
this highway to be put in first-class shape . Obviously, this 
was more than th e Dominion ' s  share but thi s  larger share was 
borne in recognition of the fact th_at it was the responsibility 
of the Province to continue the maintenance of that part of the 
highway which is in the Provinc e of Alberta. 

( 3 )  The foregoing is borne out by a letter which my predecessor 
wrote Premier Brownlee at the time the $5 , 000 . grant above 
mentioned was promised . For convenience of reference I enclose 
a copy of this letter , dated the 18th December , 1929 . 

( 4) I think you will readily admit that Alberta , and parti cu.larly 
Northern Alberta , benefits a groat d eal more than any other part 
of the J)ominion frcrn busines s  ari sing from the Mackenzie District ; 
that a c.onsiderable portion of supplies and e quipment going into 
the Mackenzie District is purchased in your Province ;  thRt furs 
and other produce of the Mackenzie District are hnndlod in 
Alberta ; that a groat many of the men hired for activities in 
the Mackenzie Distric t come from the Provinc e of Alberto, 

Tho improvemont of cammunicati on t o  points in the 
Mnckonzio District is laying a hoa-r,r nnnuol burden on the Federal 
Trensury . I need only mention the maintenance of o.ir mail flnd wireless.  
This yo Qr ,  we nill bo spend ing o substontinl mnount of money in aerial 
reconnaissance to see ,ohnt can be done ta improve tho route of travel 
nnd , further , tho Dopr.rtment of Public Works hos included in its 
Estirnntos an item of $12, 000.  in order that the Portage Road at St o 
ChRrles Rapids may be complotod . Other improvements on the river may 
be nocossnry. 

Tho present arrangement of grant ir,g exclusive freighting 
frnnchise t o  those who ,:,r e maintaining thnt part of tho road which is 
in the Province of Alberta is an unsati sfactory one , - ( a )  it adds n 
cont a pound to the c ost of nll freight , which seems a pretty high 
chnrge ; (b )  it is alleged thnt those who hove tho concession givo 
precodonco to the freight of certnin intere sts by whom they nro bncked,  

In view of the foregoing, I '.crould urge upon the Province 
of Alberta , the desirab ility of maintaining that pnrt of the Fitzgerald­
Fort smith Portage Road which lies in the Province of Alberta ,ss a free 
highway in order that the development of the important resources of the 
M11ckenz ie District may be facilitated , From this development the 
Province of Alberta uill benefit . The Dominion will cont inue to maintain 
in first-class shape th11t portion of the ro11d TThich is in the Nortllwest 
Terr itories .. 

The Honournble O .  L. McPherson, 
Minister of Public Works, 

Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

Your s very truly, 

( Sgd . )  T .  G ,  Murphy . 
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ottccn , ontnr io , . 
18th December, 1929 . 

Doar Premier Bro"nleo : -

In our conversation the other dny the mntter 

of expondituros on the Fort Smith-Fitzgerald Portage , most of 

nhich i s  in the Province of Alberta, was discus sed . It is not 

the proctice of the Federal Government to make expenditures 

on ronds within tho Provinces but in this caso,  since this 

portago is the main highnay botwoon tho Province · of AlbertR Pnd 

the North 1'\Tost Territories,  I am prepnred to  r ocommcnd thnt tho 

Federnl Government join tho Province of Alberta in plncing this 

portnge r0,0 d in good repair, contribut ing on n fi fty-fifty basis ,  

but limiting our shnre to $5 , 000 . It will be understood, of 

course ,  nnd you alrer1dy ngreod to this , thnt we would not be 

expected to  contributo to subsequent maintenance of that portion 

of the, high1my within the Provinco of Albortn.  You pointed 

out that tho people who used the roGd would do this , using the 

equipment supplied by the Provincial Government .  

Tho Honoureble J. :E .  Brownlee, 
Premier , 

:Edmonton, 
Alberta , 

Yours faithfully, 

{Sgd . )  Char le s stowr,rt . 
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When replyjng address 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands 

Ottawi:i 

Sir :-

Pl8ase quote 

DIM/MGA F;le 483-3 

D O M I N I O N  LA N D S  AD M I N I STRATION 

2nd February, 1934. 

I have the honour by direction to 
enclose copies of the following:-

1 .  Minutes of the 49th Session of the 
Northwest Territories council, held 
on the 17th January, 1934. 

2 .  Minutes of a Special Session of the 
Northwest Territorie s Council,  held 
on the 23rd January, 1934. 

B. H. Rowett, Esq . ,  c.M.G. , 
Commissioner, 

Northwest Territories, 
OTTAWA. 

Your obedient servant, 

D. L. M ' 
secretary, 
Northwest Territories Council. 
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COllNCIL OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Wednesday, 17th January, 1934. 

3 :00 p.m. 

1. Co:pfirmation of Minutes .  

Forty-eighth session - Tuesday , 9th January, 1934. 

2. Mattera of Urgent Importance -

(a) Mackenzie River improvements by PUblic 
Works Department 

( 1 )  Bear River 

(a) st. Charles Rapids improvement .  
(b) Portage road. 
( c) Alternative routes .  

(These matters dealt with at last session of 
Council and by joint committee of inter­
departmental officers , Hudson•s  Bay Company 
and mining interests .  Minutes of the 11th 
January, 1934 sent to members of Council) . 

( i i )  Fort smith waterfront . 

(Discussed at last session of Council, Officer 
of the Department of Interior at Fort Smith 
instructed to  make ne cessary survey and submit 
plans to enable PUblic Works Department to 
estimate cost of new roadway and landing on 
Crown lands) • 

(iii ) Breakwater - Resolution, 

(PUblic Works Department recol!llllended $1,000.00 
for maintenance) ,  

(iv )  Road improvement - Fort Simpson, 

(PUblie Works Department recamnends $500,00 
for necessary work) . 

(v) Reconstruction of bridges at Fort Rae , v7 

(Police report that one bridge ccmpleted and 
foundation for second bridge in place , All 
work ro far very satisfactory and ecmpletion 
of second bridge assured in 1934) , 

(vi ) New Wharf at Providence •  

(PUblic works estimated cost at $5,300 ,00 . 
No development at this point within last few 
years end it would seem there is no urgency 
for wharf at present time ) .  

(vii) Fort smith-Fitzgerald Portage road, ,/ 

(Report from Mr, Cumming and interview with 
the Alberta Provincial authorities) , 

V 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



- 2 -

(b) Workmen's  Compensation and Employers Liability. 

( 1 )  Protection of  workers employed in 
mining pitchblende ores, 

(Awaiting report fro,m Dr. C1311lsell) . 

l/ 

(ii)  workmen• s  Compensation ordinance and ' ,  
Employers Liability. 

(Mr. Daly to report on case of workman 
killed in boiler explosion at Great Bear 
lake ) .  

,,..-
( o )  Proposed Shackleton Expedition to Ellesmere v· 

Island. 

(General MacBrien has promised to lead 
discussion) • 

(d) Proposed Polunin Expedition to Coats Island. t 

(Application of Nicholas Polunin, former 
member of Oxford University Explorers 
Expedition to Akpatok Island• SUggests 

" leading small expedition this summer from 
, :\ ' Yale ) •  

( e )  Proposed Expedition to Melville Island and v' 
Jones sound. 

(Letter tram Department of External Affairs) • 

(t) Penni ta to earry arms - section 118 - Criminal Code, / 

(Draft notice to residents of the Northwest 
Territories) . 

(g) Cons'lllllption of denatured alcohol and canned heat 
by natives of Northwest Territories, and general 
question involving the issue of liquor permits . 

(Report ot representations made by Ralph 
Parsons, Fur Trade Commissioner, HUdson•s  
Bey Company, and Captain C ,  T ,  Pedersen, 
Canaleska Trading Company) • 

(h) Exportation unworked walrus tusks. 

(Representative of Department of 
Fisheries to lead discussion) , 

( 1 )  Eskimo relief• 

(a) Northwest Territories. 

(Hudson• s  Bay Company to designate responsibility 
one trading post at each settlement and alternative 
suggestion of closer co-operation of post mnagers 
for approved lists and joint certification of 
accounts) . 
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(b) 

- 3 -

Province o:f Quebec , 

(Draft Order-in-Council authorizing 
payment c£: $8,767 ,18 - with an added 
amount ar $7 , 422,76 - under Relief Act 
prepared, This emount totals $16 ,189,94 
and covers all the accounts submitted by 
trading concerns, etc,, up to the present) , 

( j )  Northwest Game Regulations, 

( i )  Illegal shooting o:f caribou - Great Bear Lake Area. 

(FUrther reports :from Police and Departmental ., 1) 
officers) o W">"' 

3, Special Meeting - Tuesday, 23rd January, 1934, 

(a) Expedition o:f Captain Bartlett in "E,M,Morrissey" 
to Canadian Arctic Territory, 

(Setting the hour :for meeting end the showing 
o:f Captain Bartlett •s motion pictures. Under­
Secretary o:f state :for External Affairs 
invited to attend) , 

4, Items to be dealt with at later Session -

(a) . Reindeer Industry 
/ 

1 .  (Awaiting word :from Dr, Urquhart on ./ 
present whereabouts o:f herd) , 

2, (Appointment Assistant superintendent 
of reindeer) ,  

(b) Order o:f House o:f connnons :for copies o:f all 
correspondence, etc , ,  relating to the last 
:four expeditions to Be.cha Peninsula, 

(No reply received . from secretary of state 
Department , 

(cl Letter :from w. F, Cooke , Fort smith, suggesting 
certain amendments to the Northwest Game 
Regulations. 

(Under consideration. 

(d) Policy regarding length o:f service for medical 
officers in Northwest Territories, 

(Considered in Council and Dr, McGill named 
a committee o:f one to report) , 

(e) Graduation o:f destitute -orphan children :from 
residential schools , 

(Under consideration by Departmental officers) . 
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COUNCIL OF THE NORTW:'EST TERRITORIES 

Minutes of the Forty-ninth Session of the Northwest 
Territories Counci l ,  held on •�ednesday, the 17th day 
of January , 1934, in the office of the Commissioner,  

Mr , H .  H .  Rowatt , C .H.G,  

PRT<;SENT -

Mr , H .. H .  Rowatt ( In the Chair ) 
Mr, R ,  A ,  Gibson 
Dr . Charles Camsell 
Mr, Aust·in L. Cumming 
Mr . K. R .  Daly 
Major General J. H .  MacBrien 
Dr . Harold 111, McGill 
Maj or D . L. McKeand 

IN ATTENDANCE -

Mr. J .  Lorne TUrner 

Confirrration of Minut es -

- CoTI1P.1iasioner 
- Deputy Connnissioner 
- Member of Council " 

" 
" 
" 

II 

" 
" 
" 

- secretary 

II 

" 
" 
" 

- Acting Chairman of 
Dominion Lands Board . 

rt was moved by Dr . McGill , seconded by Mr, Daly that the 
Minut es of the Forty-eighth session of the Northwest Territories Council, 
held on the 9th day of January , 1934 , be confirmed. 

2
i
. Matters of Urgent Importance -

( a )  Mackenz ie River improvements by Public morks Department 

( i )  Bear River 
(a) st . Charles Rap ids improvement 
(b ) Portage road -
( c )  Alternative routes -

Mr, Gibson explained that cop ies  of the Minutes of the 
meeting of Council held on Tuesday , the 9th instant ,  and of the notes 
taken during the interview wi th Mr. Ralph Parsons , Fur Trade Connnis sioner, 
Hudson • s  Bay Company, Mr. George '7atson , District Manager for th e st . 
Lawrence and Ungava Distric t  and Hr. R . H .  G .  Bonnycastle, "!cstorn 
Manager, Hudson ' s Bay Company had boen sont to all members of Counc il and 
also to Mr . K. M ,  Cameron , Chiof Enginoor of tho Department of Public 
Works , who was present with Mr . F. G. Goodspood, Distric t  Enginoor of 
that Department ,  at both meGtings ; that a lettor had boon recoiv0d from 
tho Deputy Minister of Public Works oxprossing concurrence in tho 
conclusion which the Commissioner had roachod following these, intorviews 
to the offoct that unle ss the, Dominion Government is prepared to spond 
o largo amount of money in the purchase, of e quipment it would be 
impossible t o  make any 11orthwhilo improvomont on tho river channel . 
(A sum of $37 , 000.00 for equipment alone TTas tho ostirne to of the 
Engineors of the Public Works Department) . 

Further -

( a )  Thnt any comprohensivo ottompt to  improve the rivor 
chnnnol nould hold up t rc,ffic "C?hilo tho improvomont ;1r.s going on, 
pnrticulnrly if tho portage rond "C?Gro not built in the rnonntimo to 
provide nn nlternotivo routo ; 
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(b ) Thn t the Hudson' s Bn.y Company nnd other trr.nsportati on 
compnnios hnvo hnndlod ovorything thr,t hns boon offorod in the 'Jny of 
fre ight up to  tho prosont time end are qui to confident of being l'\ble to 
hnndlo nnything thnt rlill be offorod for somo t ime t o  como ; 

( c ) That tho portage roc,d should be complotod as nn <cltornative 
route , c, s a safety factor and for the uso of those •.oho t1ish to use it ; 

( d )  Thr.t the rand bo put i n  such shc,po thn t all those ',,ho TTish 
to USO it can USO i t ;  

( o )  That there i s  no nocossity for tho Dominion Government 
providing n .  trnctor or other trnn sport0 tion f'lcili tios on tho portnge 
for the con_vonienco of tho public . 

It ·,,as further OXJ)lained thn t the DopCT tmont of 
Public "i'orks rms oxpo cting uord from the mining compcmies uho nre snid to 
favour the early completion of tho portngo rond, 

Mr. Gibson reported that the Commissioner hod wr i tten 
to tho D0pertm,mt of Marino urging thnt nrrnngamonts be nndo for the 
plnc ing of buoys along tho channel through th0 Rctp id s ;  nlso thr.t tho 
Commissioner hnd TTritton to Dr. Cnmsoll ,  Chairmr,n of the Corrnnittoo on 
Aorinl Survoys nnd Bose Mnps , suggest ing tho possibility of "'.n C" Orirl 
roconnnissnnce to determine 11 s nonrly rcs possi blo 11ho thor thoro 0.re 
nl tornnti vo routos into Grorct Bor,r Lnke thc.t should be cons idorod for 
future busine ss,  

rt TTf's moved by Mr , Gibson, seconded by Dr. camsell 
th'.lt tl10 Minicster of tho Interi or bo r,.,quo stod to  support rn itom of 
$12 , 000 .00 for tho completion of the portngo ror d nround st. Chf'rles 
Rnpid s ,  which the Minister of Public ',orlrn h'1s includod in his o stimntos 
non bofore Trer.sury Bo11rd. 

( i i )  Fort smith i�ntorfront -

It TTr.s br iefly stntod thnt it h0 d boon docidod to 
have Mr . Mackny Moikle , Mining Inspector , Fort smith , locatc; nnd survey 
Cl noTT rand from Lot 45 ncross Lot s 49 , 50 , 51 , 52 , r.nd 53.  Lots 52 °nd 53 
belong to the Notionl'!l Defence Dopr.rtrent =d tho proposnl is to uso the 
frontngc of theso lots os n public lf'nding plr co. At pr0sent tho lending 
is lf'rgely in front of privately mmod lnnd s .  Mr. currnning pointed out 
on the blue print map of tho settlomont tho 11pproxim�.te route of' the 
proposed roe.d and the locntion of the proposed new L'.l.nding . 

mhon Mr. Moikle • s  survoy hns boon completed Mr . 
Goodspood is to proparo nn ostirn-'1to of tho cost of construc ting a now 
ror.d and lnnding and the mnttor is t o  bo considered further by Counci l .  

( ii i )  Bronkr1ntor - Resolut ion -

It was stated that tho Depnrtmont of Publi c "i'orks h;;,d 
included in thoir estimates an item of $1 , 000 .00 to provide for certain 
necossccry mnintonnnco TTork . This includod roplnnking of the 'wharf end 
repairs whore ne cossary . Mr. Cumming snid th'1t t inbor could be socurod 
locally fron tho· Mission, thus snving freight chnrgc s .  Tho oxtonsion of 
the uharf is too oxpon sive for tho prosont . 

( iv )  Rand improvement - Fort S impson -

It was stntod th'.'l t tho stm of $500 .00 had been included 
in the ost ircmtos of th o Doprr trunt of Public morks t ;i c aver tho improvo­
nents to tho rand nocossc,ry t a  :rncili tn to pnssongor r.nd froight traffic 
to and fron tho lnnd ing shelf . Duo to ico conditions the cons truction 
of �, TThr.rf is not recommendod by tho Public 1'Torlcs Dop'.".r tnon t onginoor s .  
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(v) Reconstruction of bridges nt Fort Rne -

Tho socrotn.ry reported tbn t n let tor h0.d boon 
recoivod fron Goncrr,l L!r.cBrion intinnting thnt ono of tho bridgos bot,reon 
the islands nnd the n'!inlnnd had boon constructed ,end foundntion for the 
other put in so thnt tho rrork might bo completed in tho spring. Gonornl 
MC'.cBrion srrid thnt the rrork done lnst see s on ,ms nppnrently qui tc,  sntisfnct­
ory . 

Mr. Cumming reported thn t retilings hnd boon plnced 
on both bridges c.nd that thoy 1rnre snfc, to cross . 

(vi)  N�TT 11:hnrf nt Providence -

The Public '!Torks Dopnrtment ostimntod the c ost of 
constructing Q whnrf nt $5 , 300.00. Mr. Cumming reported thnt there is vory 
little tonnngo hnndled c.t this point and the Hudson• s Bny Company lnst yorrr 
did not uso the 11hr,rf r,t r,11, instor,d they landod the ir freight on the 
shore uithout difficulty. 

( vii ) Fort smith-Fi tzgorald Portage road -

Mr . CUim;J.ing reported tbut he interviewed the 
Honourriblo o .  L. McPherson , Minister of Public 1,rorks , Edmont on, Albortn , 
on Decoribor 19th, on his r,rri vr.l in Edmonton. Mr. McPherson statod ho 
hnd not boon talking t o  nny official in ottnwn tho week previous on this 
sub ject but h0d sont Hor�or Keith , his Acting Doputy, up t o  intorvio\7 tho 
Cor,rr.1issionor of tho Northnost Torri torios r..nd t o  this dr,to ho lKtd not 
roccivod rmy report from Mr . Koi th. Ho stated as fr,r fls tho frr.nchiso 
on tho Fi tzgo,rrld-Fort Slili th roP.d is con corne d ho had cl nr.ys cons id orcd 
tbnt c. strictly provinciril =ttor .  Ho also st,:,.tod tln t dur1ng his t orm 
of offico his Deportment hnd not reque sted the Dominion Govornr1ont to tnko 
over tho rorrd from tho Provincial Government . This sugge st ion had boon 
mdo by cmny residents o:f Fort Sini th t o  his Acting Doputy, Mr . Keith . :Ho 
o.lso ronrirkod that to  dctte , tho que stion of ren011al of tho frnnchiso hctd · 
not como up for consideration end i:f sny independent tro.dors or freight ors 
rrishod to file tho ir .views ,:md H'llrn suggestions to his Government , they 
woro at liberty to do so and ho said this e.l so nppliod t o  tho Dominion 
Govornr:iont . He intir:intod thnt if the Dominion Government nishod to tPko 
ovor tho roc.d nnd nnintc,in it th,:,.t he di d not think thoy would moot with 
r:iuch opposition :from his Dep'lrtmont .  

Mr. CUI!ll01ing furthar stated that. Mr. Keith spent throe 
dnys during tho month of September ,  nt Fort smith . Ho crossed fron Fitz­
gorr,ld to Sai th tbroo t ir1os exBiilining this portngo road . Ho f'lso in tor­
viowod practic'1lly ovary resident of Fort Slili th obtf'ining thoir vions for 
r,nd ngdnst tho franchise . He did not !1pproach ei  thor the District Agent 
or Mr . Cunning hmmver, or nsk them t o  express any opinion. Mr. Keith 
adopted the att itude thnt e1ny repor ts from ci thor Mr . CUmming or the 
Distri c t  Agont would of course bo sent to Ottawn , not givon to the 
Provincial Govornn:mt . 

Mr. Keith • s  vi si t resulted in threo propositi ons 

1 .  Thnt tho Dominion Government be esked tc tr,ko over tho rond 
�.nd nnin tnin it ns r. public highway . 

2 .  
on this 

Thnt the GovornBOnt charge a toll on all fre ight handled 
road - so nuch per ton - the said money to be spent in 

nr.. int�ining tho r o�d .  

3 .  Thr,t tho Provinc ial Govc,rnmont :trnintain their orrn thirteen 
nilos of highTTny , cancel tho :franchise end perrni t tho public to uso 
it v.ith'>Ut .-:ny restrictions . 
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Mr , Gibson roportcd th<1t Mr. Koi th TTt\s in otto.;7,c 1c 
short tine b1cck nnd ho thought it wns ff'ir to sny thnt Mr. Koith • s  opinion 
,ms thnt the Doninion benofi ted fron this rond ,,nc1 should cnko sor.10 
contribution tom1rds its rmintonrnco , nlso th:::t if the Doninion uouid n0t 
nnintnin the ro"ld the Province w :,uld donl .;,ith it 1c s they thought bo st , 
rind r,ssune full rosponsibility , Mr. Koith thought thf't if tho Dominion 
TToulc1 caro to help with tho rond ,:hich ,ms the ontr::,nco to the Mnckonzio 
District thnt tho Dominion ' s  contribution night bo tho sum of $3, 500 .00 
ennunlly , npproximntoly holf the c ost of nnintnining the uholo rand . 

Mr. Gibson said that he got the impression that if 
Ryan Brothers reduced their charges there would not be much complaint . 
General MacBrien said that the complaint that reached him was that Ry'an 
Bras . gave preference to the Hudson •s  Bay Company freight . Mr. Gibson 
said that he reminded Mr. Keith that the Province benefited by the business 
going into the Territories, 

Dr. camsell thought that a ver,r good case could be made 
for the Dominion only paying it s pro rata share of the cost of maintaining 
the whole road and moved that the Northwest Territories Council be 
authorized to open up negotiations with the Province on the basis of -

1 .  Urging c ancellation of the present franchise ; 

2 .  Maintenance as a_ public highway by the Dominion of 
that portion of the road in the Northwest Territories mid by the 
Province of that portion of the road in the Province .  

He suggested that i t  be pointed 
that they ben�fi t to a much grea tor extent than any 
Dominion from the development of the mining area nt 
considerable portion of tho supplies going into the 
at "Edmonton, mid othor points in northern Albc,rt" . 
by Dr. McGill , and approved . 

out to the Provin�e 
other porti on of the 
Groat Boar Lako , a 
Territories being secured 
The motion was seconded 

It was further ngrc,od thnt mention should be made in 
n communication addressed to tho Provinc e of oxpondituro made by the 
Dominion and to be mado next yonr for the improvement of the transportat ion 
route ot various points farther north, pElrticulnrly st. Charles RQ.p ids , 

(b } Workmen I s Compen sation end Employers Liab ility 

( i )  Protection o f  worke rs employed in mining pit chblende 
ores 

( i i )  Workmen ' s  Compensati on Ordinance nnd Employers 
Liability -

Mr. Gib son thought that som rogulnt ion should be 
formulntod that would force employors in the Terr itorie s to carry suffic ient 
insurance to cover their linb ility to employoos. Mr. Dnly r oportod that 
ho had spoken to Mr . Gerald Brown of th o Dopcrtmont of Lnbour e.nd thet Mr . 
Brol'l11 di d not th ink insurnnco would bo very satisfr,ctory. Ho se.id thore 
v7ore nbout fifteen d efences avo.ilDblo for employers so thnt the workm,m 
is almost helpless . Mr. Brovm thought , howover, thnt 1�orkmon I s Compensation 
could bo put int o effect by Ordin�.nco of tho Northc10 st Territories nnd ho 
is going to send over sot10 moteri nl to Mr, Dnly . Mr. D0.ly snid that this 
TTould cover e.ny acc idents of any typo and 1,ould involvo vory little expense .  

Dr . C"I\lsoll snid his impression wns th0t r,ny 
legislntion dosignod to protoct minors nnd uorkors in rndio-nct ivo oros 
nould bo vory oxnonsivo. Ho thought tho Ontnrio  Government wr.s finding it 
costly to ,ifford protecti on ngninst silicosis end rndium burns . Miners 
hGd t o  undergo G thorough oxmninati on , including oxmninntion by X-r'ly , 
beforo thoy CO' moncod uork cmd hnd to bo examine d ovory six months . Wet 
drilling 1ws only partially offocti vo , 
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Mr . Gibson was anxious that some regulation should be 
put into. effect that would place responsib ility directly on tho shoulders 
of the companies concerne d, and thought that the matter of insurance might 
be talcen up with the Department of Insurance • 

I t  ws.s agreed that Mr. Daly should go into the matter 
carefully and report back to Counc il at the noxt session .  Mr. Daly thought 
that ho might be abl e  to submit a draft Ordinance that would be acceptable , 

( c )  Proposod Shackleton Expe dition t o  Ello smero Islnnd -

Gonoral MacBrien said ho had rccei ved two or throe 
lottors from Shackleton asking for the use of the Police building nt BP.che 
Peninsula os a bnse , tho use of whatever supplies may bo thore or a t  Frmn 
Haven in case of nn emergency , and tho assistance of one or two members of 
the Forco . General MacBrion told Shockloton that provided tho expenditure 
rms r1uthorizod by the Dominion Government ho nould make a recornrncndntion 
to his Minister trilat the concessions roquostod bo grnntod .  so far no movG 
had boon made in Council by his Ministor, ,rrho is '1i7'1i ting word from the 
Minister of the Interior. 

Mr. Gibson said Sho.ckleton evidently announc ed in 
CopenhRgen th'lt he would hcve tho nssi stancc; of the Royr_ l  Cr1n1, di"n Mounted 
Police.  

Gonernl !J[acBrien renarlcod thctt sh,1 cklGton htcs been in 
conforence with stnll11orthy on more thr.n ono occnsi on r,nd e vidently TTent to 
Donrnt,rk to nrrange for transportnti on nn d th e hiro of n::ttives . Mr. Gibson 
onquirod nhothor in vien of tho fnct thnt Shncklot on n,r,nted so much 
rtssistr:.nco it r1ould not be dosirn.blo to run tho oxpodi tion n.s it Police 
Pntrol. 

Mr . Cumming exprossod tho opinion thn t  n permit c ould 
hardly bo doniea Shnckloton 1,ho h0.d complied 11ith r1ll roquir0L1en t s ,  clthough 
if· it nrts thought advisnble tho nssistcnco of tho Police c ould be donicd.  

Gonornl MflcBrion srtid stnllnorthy hcd oxprossed hiJJlSolf 
rs desirous of "lccompnnying Shrckloton ,  but s in ce then hod boen rnP,rriod 
r,nd might hr,vo changed his mind , 

Mr. Gibson queried tho advisnb ili ty of providing 
guidos for expediti ons of this sart r.nd mentioned tho fact that there ,;rare 
before tho Dopnrtmont t<vo other cpplicotions for Scienti sts  ?,nd Explorers 
Pormits.  

General M�.cBrion snid ho understood thrtt it was tho 
fooling of Council that nll depl'rtmonts  should help Shackleton c s  much ns 
possible , and that it was on this under standing that ho had beon a c t ing , 
although no definite promi ses hnd ns yo t bocn 111".dc. 

Dr. McGill said thr1t he thought oxplorr.tions and 
invost igntions by geological societies nnd othor similar instit ut i ons 
should bo encouraged, and Dr. Carnsoll sctid that a gro,-,t portion of Arctic 
exploration hn d been cnrriod out by privnto ontorpri se.  Gonerc,l MacBrion 
montionod that it 1ms the practico in tho Old Country to grnnt military 
nssistance to flpprov0d s cientific oxpedi tions . 

( d )  Proposed Polunin Expedition t o  coats Islnnd 

Th0 Socretm-y reported th2 t ono of tho othor 
applications before th o Dopl'rtmont , r oferrod t o  by Mr . Gibson , wns from 
Nicholrs Polunin of Yale Univorsi ty , nho wisho-d t o  load nn expe d ition to 
Coats Islnnd in NorthGastorn HUd son Bny . Polunin referred to tho fnct that 
ho hfld nppliod for " plnco on the 1933 :Expodi tion as botnn ist but th,:it 
this position hnd been f illed by Dr . w11to . Ho roqu0st0d tno or throe 
survoyors from the Department of tho IntoriClt' r,nd said thnt ho proposed 
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'1rrnnging 1-ii th ono of the grnin cnrriors going into Churchill to drop the 
pnrty off nt conts Island. 

Mn jor McKonnd said thnt ho did not think t his m uld bo 
fonsible nnd pointed out thnt nnvigation to Churchill did not open until 
nbout tho middle of August . 

( e )  Proposed Expedition to Melville Island ond Jones sound -

Another application ,ms rocoivod from Mr . J.  M.  wordie ,  
M.A. , of  st .  John ' s  College, Cmrrbridgo , nho proposed taking r1hnt appenrod 
to bo n well orgnnized expedition into Jones Sound along the south coast 
of Ellesmere Island , and into Melville Island by way of Lancaster sound 
and waters to the west., Mr .  Wordie claimed to have the full support and 
approval of the Royal Geographical Soc iety, by Council Minute of the 
4th December, 1933 . 

Dr . Camsell remarked that the Word ie Expedition 
seemed to be rather ambitious an d said that the Royal Geographical soc iety 
was rather careful about backing such expedi ti ons . He suggest€d for 
consideration the ad�isab ility of requesting Polunin to obtain the 
backing of the American Geographical Society. Mr .  Gibson said that he 
understood no one had been appointed in the Departmen t of Mines to s ucceed 
Dr . Malte and it might be worthwhile t0 negotiate with Polunin and see · 
if arrangements might be made whereby in return for . his transportation to 
Coats Island he would undertake botanical investigations and furnish a 
full report t o  the Dominion Government . Dr. Csmsell said that it was 
a1lnost i.:tnpossiblEi to find anyone t o  r epiace Dr . Malte ,  

Mr, Gibs(ln e.sked what would l ikely b e  done in the case 
of Captain Bartlett who might apply for . a permit noxt year , ·  He thought 
it would hardly do to give capt ain Bartlett more favourable treia.tmeht 
should he apply for a permit to carry out explorations in the Ndrthwe st 
Terri tories than would be accorded applicati ons from Brit isli scientist s ,  
IJll d  nas inclined t o  agree wi tr, Dr. Comscll that all applicants should be 
requ ired t o  secure the backing of their national geographical soc ieties , 
or other equally acceptable organizations . 

It was agreed -

1,  That unt il  the further informati on which Dr . Chnrles  
Elton had intimated would be forthcoming r especting Sha ckleton, 
that no further action was necessary for the moment ; 

2 ,  Thnt Polunin should be nsked whether he m uld be open 
for honorary employment as a botanist should it be pos sible to 
find transportation for him to Coats Islnnd, it being understood 
that he would arrange for whatever additi onal expenditures w ere 
necessary and would turn over complete copy of his notes and 
,my report he might prepare ,  and 

3 .  That Mr. 1'/ordio should bo furnished with the additiona l 
information r equested in his lottor of 23rd December last to 
Colonel Vanier. Counc il  was inclined to favour the is sue of 
a permit in this  cnso.  

{f )  Permits to  carry arms - Secti on 118 - Criminal Code -

The secretary rend for finnl approvo.l of Counci l  a 
draft Not ice to residents of th o Northwest Torri torios respect ing the 
possession and carrying of pistols , r ovolvors and auto!ll£lt ic weapons in the 
Northne st Territories and the fact that it w ill non be necessary for an 
alien to socuro a permi t to havo in his possession firearms or f-\IJlmUniti on. 

TTise measure . 
It was agreed  that thi s Nat ice w,s adequate en d was a 

Copy attached . 
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( g )  consumption o f  denatured C1lcohol and ccmnod hoat by natives 
of NorthC1est Territorio s ,  nnd genernl nuost ion involving the 
issue of liquor permits .  

The secretary reported that when Mossrs i parsons 
,md Bonnycastle wore in ottmm thoy brought up the auostion of the 
consumption of canned hent 11I1d den0tur0d "icohol by nc, t_ivos in the 
Mnckenzie  Distric t .  Mr . Bonnycnstlo reported that the pr'ictice of erting 
canned hc::it ,ms spreading rmd that ho _ucis in fnvour of b'.lrring tho sale 
of those goods in the Torri torios . Cnptain Pedorson; who 1w.s hero a few 
days later, repeated uhat Mr i Bonnycastle hn.d said and. int imated that he 
nns prepared to  prohibit the snlo of rtlc"ohol in his posts m,d to  bring out 
TihQt stock still remained.  

The s0cretr1ry further reportod thn t just before 
Council  convonod a latter ,ms roccivod fram Dr , Urquhnrt in roply to ... 
gonornl quory sent to Govormnent Agents ,  in '1hich ho ,-,dvisod th nt ho hnd 
given the m."lttor considernblo attention dur ing tho pnst fow yo0.rs . Dr. 
Urquhart reported that no doubt thoro ,ws r. small rmount al." drinking in 
tho Deltn, but the situntion u,cs not seri ous , 0lthough ho underst ood 8.lOng 
the c o,'\st nhero Primus stovos noro usod t o  -. groc.tor oxtont th,0.t the 
consumption of �.lcohol by tho Eskimos ,rs moro common . 

It was s to.tod tho.t gnsolino ucs just c.s good for her.ting 
Priil1Us stove s ,  although its uso wr.s so1110nhnt moro inconvoniont . 

Mr . Gibson suggosted that the tr'1d ing companies be 
told 01h2t is contomplnted so thnt thoy will not s tock up T! ith goods of 
nlcoholic content and further that they nill cxorciso di scretion in the 
selling of canned ho,:, t or similar rnorchand ise . 

Mr. Daly oxprossod ngroornont vith whnt Mr . Gibson 
said nnd promised to draft for the cons ideration o-r Council  nn Ordinnnco 
designed to prohibit or control the s>clo of ccmmorc i0 1 r lcohol in the 
Territories.  

(h )  Exportr, t ion umrnrked ,mlrus tuskei -

Tho secrotr,ry roportod thC1t Me ssrs.  Ccisoy l'nd "!hitm.oro 
of tho Dopnrtment of Fi sheries noro out of to1m .·md it m,s therefore 
impossible to deal nith this item. 

( i )  Eskimo relief -
(n )  Northwest Terri torio s 
(b )  Province of Quebe c -

Mr ; Gibson sr.id th'.lt no diffi culty r.roso vith ros:poct 
to the he.ndling of rel i ef whore thoro woro Govorrunont roprosonte.tivos 
pre sent. Whero tho mnttor wes loft entiroly to the trr,,d ing c ompanies 
nppnrontly the Eskimos wont from ono post to nnother rtnd socurud relief 
at onch . He thought the trnd ing companies might bo required to submit 
npprovod lists of thoso roco iving roliof :cn d s;,id th:tt soma IOOnns m uld 
probnbly hnvo to bo provid ed for tho idontificnt ion 0f tho n°t ives . Dr. 
McGill said that they h0.d to moo t  the snmo problor.1 in tho Indil:\n Affnirs  
Dop -"Ttme nt • 

It Tias stntot thnt Mr. R;,lph pnrsons intondod 
submitting suggest ions in TTriting , but it uns r,grood thnt drr.ft letters 
might bo prepared in the Dominion Vends Adninistrtion for cons idor>ction 
nt the next mooting of CounciL 

( j )  Northwest GPlllG Rogulc tions -

( i )  :tllogrtl shooting of cnribou - Gro<ct BO-",r Lr,ko Aro':!. -

Mr, Cwnming s>cid he hctd ho'\rd , nlthough no proof 
,ms submittod , the.t the pnrty who wns c onvicted h:cd shot n totnl of oight 
cr,ribou but did not bother bringing tv.o of thom in . Gonornl MncBrien snid 
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thnt the Police report hnd not ye t bo on recoivod, nlthough he oxpoctod 
it nny timo . 

(k)  Appointriont ' of Assistant Suporintondont of Reindoo� -

Mr. Gibson sttited tha t Mr, Porsild h�.a. r;ppli od 
for permiss ion to come out next suntrner f\Ild rornnin out during the Wintori 
It riill thoroforo bo necessnry to appoint someone to go in nt opening ot 
n�vigr:.tion . 

The secretary ment ione d  that rn npplicc.tion had bo en 
received from n Mr. P . H .  Ashby, a gradu0te of Macdonald College who has 
bad extonsivo exporienco in breeding, who is also " returned .soldier 
and uho clninod to have had a lot to do wi th tho formation of the "Khaki 
College " .  

Mr. Rouatt said that another applicntion r,ns being 
submitted by n prcrty uho 1'1�.s nlso an anim,'.11 husbandrnnn . 

Mr. Gibson sugge sted that council  might agree on the 
qunlificntions required for tho pos ition. The secretary road /l drnft 
clnssifi cntion proparod by .tho Roindoor Commit t0e - Copy attached .  

After brief discussion it was moved by Dr. cnmsoll,  
seconded by Dr. McGill that the proposed qual ific,:,.tions bo agreed t o. Dr . 
McGill , honevor oxprossed sorno doubt as t o  uhetbor n rmn of the 
qunl ificntions set up rn uld be willing to takD on tho job ,  He ,ms 
sntisfic d ,  bouover , with th e qual ifications . 

(1 )  Capt.0 in Bartlett -

Bcforo Council  nd journed it -.;rns montionod tbE!t tho 
next mooting w ould bo held at 2 .30 p .m. on the 2 3rd instant,  for the 
purpose or honring Cnptnin Bartlett , after Which Council would ndjourn 
end proceed to the Motion Picture Buronu t o  vio,r Cnptoin B,artlott • s  
pictures . Gonoral MocBrien said thnt he c ould provido two cP.rs to tr.ko 
the c'lOmbors �f  council to the Mot ion Pictur0 Bureau . 

council thon adjourned .  
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Classification of Assistant Superintendent of Reindeer . 

To assist the Superintendent and during 

his ab'sence t o  be responsible for all matters which come 

under his jurisdiction ; to have control of all field 

matters including animal husbandry ; to encourage and train 

Eskimo to be herders ; to supervise and maintain discipline 

over the f ield staff ; to enforce the reindeer Protect i on 

Ordinanc e and regulations thereunder; to requisition for 

supplie s  and have charge of all equipment ; to keep 

accounts , records and daily progress reports ; to handle 

correspondence and perform other related work as  required , 

�ualifications : -

Education - Equivalent t o  Universi ty graduation 
with knowle dge of anima 1 husbandry , 
and Veterinary science , 

Experience in Off ice practice ,  tact 
and good judgment , admini strative 
ability . 

Salary Range - $2 , 400 .00 to $2 , 880 .00 plus full 
maint enance while in the field. 
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N O T I C E 

� To all residents of the Northwe st Territories -

The Minister of the Interior draws attention 

to the fact that section 118 of the criminal Code , as  amended 

by Chapter 25 of the 1933 statutes ,  provides for a prison term 

of not le ss than five years for anyone who not having a permit , 

has upon his person or is carrying in any vehicle under his 

control or of which he is an occupant , a p ist ol , revolver ot' 

other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, also 

that Section 119 of the Criminal Code provides for :o fine Cini! 

imprisonment for any alien who has in his possession, without 

a permit , a shot gun, r ifle , or other such firearm or 8Jl1Illunition. 

The Minister likewise wishes it to be known that 

the proclamation issued under date of the 31st August , 1927 ,  

suspending , in the Northwest Territories , tho operation of those 

sections of tho Criminal Coda which forbade an alien to have in 

his possession ,  without a pormit , a shot gun, rifle , or other such 

firearm or annnunition , is no longer in effect. 

Permits to carry tho aforementioned arms or 

ammunition may be obtained upon application from members of tho 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

Attention is also drawn to the provisions of Section 

37 of the N. w. Ga-cno Act which provides that no weapon loaded by 

recoil or so called auto-loading or C1utornntic can bo used by or 

be in tho possession of any person in tho N.W.T , except members 

of tho Royd Canadirin Moun tod Police . 
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When replying add_ress 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands 

Ottawa 

DIM/VGB Please 9uote 

F;I e 483-3 NWl' 

,3ht!trior 
, ,,,, 

,: ,:::_ 

I have the honour , by direction, to 
advise that a Special Session of the Northwest Territories 
Council will be held in the office of the COlllDlissioner on 
Tuesday , the 23rd day of January ,  .1934, at 2.30 o• clock in 
the afternoOJll, 

The Session is being called for the 
purpose of affording Captain Robert A. Bartlett an oppor­
tunity to explain the operations of the Norcross-Bartlett 
Expedition on board the "Effie M. Morrissey" in Canadian 
territory during the past SIDlllller. Following the ad journ­
ment of Council , General MacBri en has kindly arranged for 
the screening of the expedition pictures in the Motion 
Picture Bureau at 3,30 p.m. onwards. 

H. H. Rowatt ,  Es�. , C.11.G., 
Commissioner , 

Northwest Territories, 
O t t e. w a , 

Your obedient servant , 

D. L. McKee.nd, 
Secretary , 
Northwest Territories Council, 
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PR'TI:.""NT -

CODNdit OF ':'Hl': NORTI-J'TEC:'r· T-C:RC:ITORr"s ----�--·-·------·�·- -- ·-·-� --· ·· · " · ···--�------�---- ... - -· ---

Minutes of a Spe c ial  Se ssion of the North,,,e st 
Terr itorie s Counc i l ,  held. on Tuesday , the 23rd 
day of JenuarJ , 1934 , i.n the offi c,e of the 
Cornmis sione r ,  __ Nir . JL 1- L Rrn.-� t t ,  C .�-': .G_, ____ _ 

l.!r . H.  H .  Rows. tt ( In the Chair ) 
ll!r. R .  A .  Gib son 

Cor;�rriissi oner 

Dr . Cl1arles Cams ell 
Mr . Aust in L .  Cumning 

, !!r. K. R .  Daly 
Maj or General J. H .  HacBrien 
Dr . Harold TTT. McGill 
Ma jor D. L 0 111cKec1nd 

Deputy Corrnnissi oner 
Jl·'·:ember of Cou_"rJ.cil " 

" 
;J 

" 
scacretary . 

It 

" 
" 
" 

IN ATTENDAN CE  -

Mr . J.  Lorne 'Ilirner 

Captain Robert Bartlett 

Dr. R. Mo Anderson 

Er. L. B .  Pearson 

l .  Fort smith-Fi tzgereld _B.�a_'!:• 

Acting Chairman , 
Dominion Lands Board . 
Coramander of the 
"Effie M .  1\iorri sseyn 
Chief Biological Division ,  
Depa:rtmen t of Hine s .  
First secretary , 
Depar te1ent of Ext ernal 
Affairs .  

At  the r equest of the Cornmissioner the Secretary 
read a draft letter to tl,.e Eonourab le L .  O .  McPherson,  Minister of 

"public ,�roi"ks , ��anon ton, P..l�Jert<.1. , respec ting the future riain ten ance of 
the Ji'ort -Smith-F:i.tzgerald Portage Road.  The menbo-rs of Counc il expre ssed 
sati sfaction of the draft. 

2 .  _Captain Bartlet t ,  

In order that Captain Bartlett might be made aware 
of his apparent contraventions last summer of Cana dian laws and 
Regulations the Cmmnissioner read a :Tiemorandum prepared by the solicitor 
of tho ronc1rt:-:1ent of Interior as follo,vs -

"The following in brief i s  an outline of the �pparent 
infractions of laws £r n.d regulc.: tions in force in the Nortll'lrnst 
Terri.tories by Ceptain R .  A. Bartlett in conrn,ction with las t  
yenr ' s  ox:'._)odition of the ir_Rffie l\l[ . Morriss0y1? ., 

-

1 .  Scientists onc1 Explorers Ordinnnce . App,7rent 
violr1-tion of Section 4 Y7hich provides in short the.t .�ny 
ex:podi tion is  for scientific and explorntOry purpo ses only ; 
licensee s trictly to  observe urovisions of Nor th '�e st G�me 
Act nnd R1cguk tions , otc . 

2 .  Mr:rine l::rns nnd reguln t ions , Possible infrnction 
of M�rins lnws. 

3 .  Eskimo Ruins Orr1ine:nce.  Viol"' tion of soction 1 .  
No Eskimo ruins shn.11 be oxcn.vfl.tec1 or invo stign.ted nor sh'7.ll 
r_�ny ob juct of n.rchn.oologicn.l or et,}mologi cal import:,:,.nco or 
interest be exported or t,ckon from tho Torri tory s,,vo by 
pl�Jrnis s ion of ,,...,_nd in r�ccord2nco w•i th rcgulet tions m,...,do by the 
C01Tir1i ssioncr of t�h:- Nortl'.1',m st Torri torie: s .  
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4.  North0wst Gcm0 Act ''.bd Rogulr tions .  Viol O t ion of 
secti ons 34 end 35 . No c.pplicc,tion for tho necossc•ry permit s .  

5 .  MigrRtory Birds Convention Act c,nd Rogul0 t ions , 
Viol0, tion of section 4 ,  subsec tion 2 ,  in thct no pc;rmit s 
wor e obtcinod r•.s provided . 

6 .  customs . Viol 0.tion of Section 183 , Chr.ptor 42 , 
R . S .  192 7 ,  which provides thr-t if rmy vossol enters nny 
plcco other thrcn °. port of entry unlo ss throur;ti stress of 
wonthor , otc . , dutinblo goods on bor.rd shc:.11 bo s o izod 2.nd 
tl:.o vos s0l m�y r>.lso be s Gize d .n 

C,c.ptc,in BP.rtlett s tr, tod : -

( 1 )  Th0 t ho is  tho ownor of tho "Effie M .  Morrissey" , " woodrm vessel 
s choonor rigged ,  38 yonrs old , of 83-183 tons , 101 foot long with 23 foot 
bocm. Th,J "Jl.!orrissoy"  wecs given to him by Cornm'llldGr J. P .  Ford , ond 
b,,foro he took tho Goorgo Pu tna;n party to Groenl2nd Mr . Putn'1m h Fld "· 
dksol motor ins t,ollod .  He recently hrd the vo ssol sheathed with groon­
ho2rt to protect tho oelc from the r ction of the ico . 

tho 
1:7r',S 

thD 

( 2 )  Tho •1,forri ssoy" -.-rccs of British registry ln st summer rtnd fleer 
Bri t i sh flc,g . Ho r1cts not bot hered by the customs 2uthori tio s but 
urged t o  t:cko out ,'\Jl1orican rogi stry, c-nd dic1 so les t  f"lll .  

( 3 )  Thc:t he i s  now an ,\moricnn c it izen . 

( 4 )  Th�t ho h"ld tGkon ec young mc.n nc.nrd Norcros s  when ho oroctod 
Po'.ry monumon t n t Ccpo York, Grocnl,nd in 1932 °nd lrd hil!l north 

on ono oth�.T occ-'1sion .. Norcross bc cnmo s orno�.7lr1t onnmourod of t ho 
}:i_rctic  .:-'.nd ,guggostcd thn t th0y go up in the v1Eorr is soy" 1�_gnin 1,:-,, st  
summor - Norcro ss to fim·nce tho o:xp odi t ion . 

( 5 )  Th', t ,,hon they luft Bri gus , lJc,,foundlc·nd , they hrd no dofini to 
pJnns •. Thay thought of going up to cccpo York to soo ho,, tho monum0nt 
hr. d stood the -:-.1 intor;  th0y consj_dor0d going into Foxe b " s in fror1.1 tho 
north , calling c.t Pond Inlet on route ; ,"\nd thoy thought of spond ing 
tho summer on tho Lnbrc.dor . 1'/hcn they got to HUdson strc, it ice 
conditions ucre such tlkc,t they decided to go in thc.t ,,ny . 

( 6 )  Thnt ha thought of cRlling r,t LR!rn R0.rb our but d id not do so , 
end insto:0 d cont inuud on to CorRl Hnrbour , southcmp ton Isl 0nd . Th2t Mr . 
Ford tho post m"'.n °gor horo told him tho police inspector cmd pnrty ·,rnro 
oxpoctcd from Chostorfield , but ho considcrod everything rns nll right 
---:nd continued on up Roes i:;rrolcomo . 

( 7 )  Thc' t ho did not tredo with tho oskimos of 1C1hom ho thought fl 
gron. t don.l . ( Cr.tptnin Br..rtlo tt ' s oviden c0 TJr.s somo'!hn. t con trn.cl ictory 
in this connection) . 

( 8 )  Tlr t ho did not kill ,my big gc,rno , :clthough he s 0',7 bonr ,md 
plenty of ,,c,lrus .  Thr,t they hoo.rd thoro ,ns c ".ribou inlc,nd 1cbout hnlf 
way up Molvillo peninsula . 

( 9 )  Tbnt thoy took sorno live spe c imens of birds , bir d  skins , cmd 
b ird oggs .. 

( 10 )  Thnt thoy dug up s ane oskimo ruin s ,  c1nd t ook kcck n qur,ntity of 
-:i.rchnoolog icc.1 m.,.., tori:-i. l .  

( 11 )  Th" t h.:, did  not think th 0 t ho ·:;0 s violc, ting ciny Cr,n°dirn 1"'' 8 ,  
but ruclizod th:ct fully no,;i , rmd ',,.::s very s orry for V,'hnt h2d t'ckon plc.co ,  
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( 12) The. t thoir : ir0lcss uquipmon t '"1"-S out of order , -0.nd thoy 
did not roccivo nny :rncss8.?CS from. tha C..,.n,.., dir-n �uthoritios , nor d i d  they 
soo tho nNnscop io " ,  i . o . ,  to rec ognize hor. 

( 13 )  Thect •.-:hen ho rccoivod tho lottur from the Officer in checrgo 
of tho Enstorn :,retie Potrol ( Copy cittc- chod )  ho thourJit of going to 
"'c,shington c:nd pl ccing the r:holo m<cttor boforo Honour'cble Mr. Horridge, 
but ·::r.s pcrsundod to -:-r itu Gonc.rc•l J .. ;0 cBrion insto0 d ,  

( 14 )  Thc:t ho hnd very little fuhds .  His expeditions ,v re usually 
fi  ttod out by friends . Ho hod nothing in vio:-: for this yonr , but it 
c1° s importcmt from r, finr_ncinl s tDndpoint thnt ho find s arnG thing to do , 

( 15 )  Thr•_t hG intended going to Hmnilton in tho ovon ing t o  give cm 
e1ddrcss , for: ,-_,hich ho ,,,,s not be ing pctid . 

Thoru -:,.rs n gonor·,1 discussion dur ing which tho follm: ing points 
r:Dro mr. do -

( i ) It "/ClS pointed out thct Crptnin Bnrtlott h0d broken tho 
Customs L,o•.,s 0 nd thrt thi s •: :ould hrvo to b o  s o ttlod by the Customs 
Dcp0rtmont . At the proso,it timo Cc,ptc,in Brcrtlctt · ;rs liP.blo to ,0 ho 0vy 
f ino , 0nd his vossol lircblo to so izuro should sho vi sit c. c.on° di rn port,  

( ii )  It c:,c s pointed out th0 t CCcnc.dr. ontorod into G trc nty TT ith 
tho Unitod Strtos for thc; prot ection of migr0tory b irds , r_nd it 17ould 
be ouito -_c, ithin tho rights of th0 Unitod stntos ruthoritios to n sk 
':'hothcr ho , Cr..ptn.in B::i.rtlctt , 
birds in C,n,rdi 0n torr i tory. 
this mir;ht "ppoc,r to indicr.to 

h0d boon r.uthorizod to tc,ko migr.0 tory 
Tho reply could only hcvo been no ,  end 

le ek of onfor comcnt by C'1n"- dr ,  

( ii i )  It" ,-,c.s montionod thcc t Counc il hr,d ni shc d  t o  givo Crcpt 0 in 
Br.rtlott ,rn opportunity of mnking " stet tomont , c,nd to oxp1°:in t o  
him th,,,t tho rogulotions rospo cting oxplorntory end scientific 
o:por0tions in the NorthT:'ost Torri toric s ·ncro nocossn_ry . rt �_-_r::s 
suggested thc,t Cc,ptn.in Br,rtlott flpply for permits to cover lost yo0.r • s  
o'porntions , rnd thrct 1".Thcn tho Commissioner ,_-,c_ s replying tho opportunity 
bo k.kon of informing Crpt-0in Br,rtlott of tho procedure thn t should 
bo follonod in futuro ;  thr-t if C.0p t0in Br-rtlott nppli od for ecnd ,,ns 
grrmtod pormit s under tho rogulrc tions for ,,hich tho Northwest 
Torri torios Counc il hnd -" rosponsibility , thorc might bo somo justific­
Gtion for tho Commiss ioner t'1king tho m0.ttor up w i th the other Dop'.'rt­
ment s concerned . 

Captain Bartlett submitted an application for permits as 
suggested above , and this was read by the -Secretary ( Copy attached ) .  

After a general di scussion it was moved by General MacBri en ,  
seconded by Dr . Camsell that -

( a )  Captain Bartlett • s  explanation be accepted . 
( b )  The necessary permits be issued by the Department of 

Interior .  
( c )  The Commissioner write the Department of Nati onal Revenue , 

and the Depertment of Mc- rine if necessary , sendir-g a copy of Capt ain 
Bartlett ' s  explanetion and of' these minutes , 

( d )  That in transmitting the permits to Capt ain Bartlett the 
Commissi oner stress the importance of s ecuring the backing of the 
American Geographical society or some other orgffilization of equal 
standing in the United state s ,  should he desire to enter the Northwest 
Territories in the futurG. 
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Mr . Pearson mentioned that this matter had never 
taken up officially with the Uni ted states authorities. 
not think it necessary to do so now . 

been 
He did 

After inviting Cc1ptain Bartlett t o  report any nr,tters 
which he thought might be of interest to the Northwest Terri tories 
Counc i l ,  which he might come upon at any t ime in C0nadian territory , 
council ad journed. 

J 
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L__ ___ -

G O P  Y 

23rd January , 1934. 

Dear Sir : -

Duri.�g the p� st summer I commnnded the 
"Effie M ,  Morri ssey ;' carrying the Norcross-Bartlett Expedi tion 
from Now York c s  outli:m d in my latter of the 6th Novembor , 
1933 , c\ddrossed to Mnj or General J.  H .  MacBrien , C ,B , ,  C .H .G . ,  
D . S .O . ,  Commissi on0r of tho Roynl canedi rm Mounted Police .  
I fully rm1lize no'� thnt epplication for permis sion to enter 
C�.nr dir.n torri tory rnd conduct sc ientific oxplor2ti on should 
hnve been eiocured before the "J�ffie lL :Morrissey" entered 
C2.n°.dir.n wrctors. 

Following the oxplCcnetion which I h0vo lll[\de 
to tho Northwe st Torri toric s Counc il this r.ftornoon I horowi th 
beg to 0pply for tho permis sion under the following Acts ,  
Ordinr:nces end Regulrtions -

1 .  Permis sion to conduct scientific oxplorc.tion 
under the provisions of the Scienti sts nnd 
"Explorers Ordinnnce ; 

2 .  Permission t o  exnrnino e.nd export nrchr:oolo�ical 
specimens undor the provisions of the �skimo 
Ruins Ordinf'.nco ; 

3 .  ( a )  Permission to tr0do undor the North "!est 
Gc1mo Rogulf"l tions , n limi tod qurmti ty of supplio s 
of clothing, food , etc, , �ni th the Eskimos in 
cxchrtngo for carved wo.lrus ivory nnd similar 
Eskimo handi cr2ft ; 

( b )  Permission to enter the Arctic  Islands 
Preserve , under the North '1Test Gnme Reguln tions ; 

4 .  Permiss ion to hunt end t2ke n fow spec imons of 
migrr�_tory gn.mo ,7nd non-g•�mo b irds, eggs, etc o , 
under the provisions of the Migrr:ttory Birds 
Convon tion Act nnd Roguln tions . 

If you ·uill grn.nt the necos.sr:ry p0rmis si on 
to cover lnst yenr • s Expodi tion I will undertf'.lrn to  furnish 
n full roport of tho r, c tivitios of tho Norcross-Bnrtl ott 
Expodi tion r,nd the number nnd qu�nti ty of sci ontific  specimens 
t0ken undor the provisions of tho r ogulnt ions nb ovo l'lOntionod.  

Yours very truly, 

{ Sgd , ) 

H .  H .  Rorr.�tt, Esq . ,  C .JII.G . , 
Commfs sioncr of the Northwe st Tarri toric s ,  

OTTA"IA. 

R .  A ,  Brtrtlett.  
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C O P Y 

DEPARTl''"''NT OF TR": INT'cRIOR 

Dominion Lnnd s Administrr',t ion 

Cn-::,trcin Robert Bc
crtlett , 

TITr-.stcr , 
M/s Effio Morri s soy , 

Huds on strait , 
E ,'cstC!rn Arctic . 

S .  s .  "N:'l.Scopio'' , 

26_th September , 1933.  

I hn.vo boon roquosted by tho Commissionor , 
Royc,l Crn1r, dic,n Mountod Police ,  to doliver thee felloning 
mo"s sr-.go , o ithor by r2dio or hc1.nd , -'7. s  opportunity occllrs, 
to you as M�: stcr of tho "Effie Morri ssey11 • 

"Undorstnnd your vossol Zffie Morrissey 
hcis entorod Crnc,dirn torritorial ,,ntors 
stop Plonse ndvise nhoro nocesso.ry per­
mit undor provisions of Scientists c,nd 
Explorers Ordin2-nc0 was procured stop 
Also ndviso Y1here usucil Customs form8li ties  
wero complied YJi th  "1 • 

All efforts to communicate with you 
by rndio,  both from tho "Nnscopie " nnd through the 
C .  G. S . "N.B .McLoccn" hrving fRiled ,  I nm tnking ndvantnge 
of the only opportunity to delivor the messnge before 
re turning to ott(:,o:c. 

Yours faithfully, 

( Sgd . )  D ,  L .  McKe"Ild , 

Off icor-in-ch'Tge , 
Enstorn Arctic  Expediti on .  
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C O P  Y 

:l.NGLO - fJ)IERIC:JJ;J T":LTiGRLP!-1 COl'.\PL.NY, LTD . 

Connecting -1:; i th 

TIJE WESTERN UNION TSLEGRLPE COl','Pl,NY 

28th Soptoabor , 1933 , 

Cnptc,in Robert Brcrtlott, 

H".'.stor , M/S Effio trorrissoy, 

Brigus, No,-,foundlc:id . 

F,ndo:1.vourod rc�:ch you by radio from Nnscopio := :md 

N .B ,McLo;,n ' 'i thout s uccess stop Mc. j or G0nor0l 

J. H. JI/IncBrion Comnissioner Royc.l crmcdi,,n Mounted 

Police request s mo del iver JID ssngo from him stop 

}Jfl sanding rno ssngo by rogi storod post your c,ddrc, ,ss  

Brigus todcty . 

(Sgd . )  D ,  L .  McKoC1nd , 

Offi cer-in-ch2,rgo 

Ee: storn Arctic  Expedi tion . 
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When replying address 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands 

Ottawa 

Sir :-

Please quote 

DIM/MGA 
File 

CANAOA 

1934. 

I have the honour by direction to advise 
thet the 49th session of the Northwest Territories Council 
will be held in the office of the ColllJJlissioner on Wednesday 
the 17th of January, 1934 , at 3 .00 o • clock in the afternoon. 
Enclosed please find the following:-

1. Copy of the Minutes of the 48th session, 
held January 9th, 1934. 

2.  Minutes of a meeting of inter-departmental 
officials and Hudson•s Bay Company representatives 
in the Commissioner ' s  office on the 11th January, 
1934. 

30 Copy of a letter from Charles Elton, Oxford 
University Explorers Club , 12th Decaitber, 1933 . 

In addition to the items on the Agenda for 
the 48th session of Council (Copy attached to :Minutes) it is 
expected that the itinerary for the Eastern Arctic Pat.rol will be 
taken up, together with any matters that may arise meanwhile. 

H .  H .  Howatt , Esq_ . ,  C0M.G. , 
COillJJlis s ioner, 

Northwest Territories ,  
OTI'A"fA, 

Your obedient servant, 

D. L. :MoKeand 
secret • 
Northwe st Territories Council. 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



COUNCIL OF THE NORTHVIEST TERRITORIES 

AGENDA 

Tuesd�y ,  9th January ,  1954 . 

3 : 00 p .m .  

1 .  Confinnat ion . of Minutes -

Forty�seventh Session - Monday , 18th December., 1 9 33 . 

2 .  Matters of Urgent Importooce -

(a)  Mackenzie River imnrovements by Public works 
Department 

· 
File 7811 

( i )  Fort Smitl1 -Fitzgerald Portage 
Road . 

( i i )  Fort Smith waterfront 

( iii) Breakwat er - Resolution 

( iv) Reconstruction of bridges at 
Fort Rae 

( v). New Wharf ,:i t Providence 

( vi )  Ro2-d improvement - Fort Simpson 

( vii)  Bear River 

St .  Charl es R:1pids improvement . 
Port3ge road . 
Alternative routss .  

( b )  Proposed Shackleton Expedit ion to  Ellesmere 

215-2 

7209 

3946 

7529 

7538 

7349 

6905 

Isl and 7022 

( c ) Necessity for workmen ' s  compensat ion 4795 

3 .  Items to be dealt with at l a�er Session -

( n )  Exped ition of C :.1ptain Bartlett  in ''E .M .Morrissey11 

to Can adi111 Arctic Territory. 

( b )  Permit s t o  carry 1.rms - Section 118 - Criminal 
Code . 45 

( c ) Reindeer Industry. 

(d ) Order of House of Commons for copies of all corres­
pondence ,  etc . ,  rel:1ting to the last four expedi­
' tions to Bache Peninsula .  

( e )  Consumption of den1,turod r\l cohol an d  canm,d ho2.t by 
n:ctives of Northwest  Territories ,  3.nd general que s­
tion involving the issue of liquor permits .  

( f )  Letter from W .  F .  Cooke , Fort Smith ,  suggest'ing 
ccrt,tin ,1mendments to the Northwest Game . Regul ::itions .  
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( g) 

(h)  

( i)  

( j )  

(k )  

"". 2 -

Protection of wotl<:.ers crr1p1oyr)d 1n mining pi tchblcnde 
ores .  

Policy :tcg'.'l.tding l ongth of service felt rr\edic :iJ. offi • 
c, rs iri Northwest Terri to:i cs ; 

Ssk1rr1o relief . 

Gr:'..dU!l tiori of destit ut c orphan children from rcsi ­
di::n tial ::,chodls . 

Export ,1tion t.mvwrkcd w:,.lrus tusk s. 
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f COUNCIL OF THE NORT!J1/i/EST  TERRITORIES . 

Minutes of the Forty- e ighth S e s s ion of the Northw e s t  
Terri tor i e s  Council,  held on Tue sday, the 9th day of 
January, 1934 , in the offi ce  of the C ommi s sioner, 

Mr . H.  H . _ Rm'vatt, C . .;M. G., 

PRESEN T -
Mr . H .  H .  Rowatt ( In the Chair) 
Mr . R. A.  Gib s on 
Dr , Harold W .  McGill 
Mr . Aus tin L .  Cumming 
Mr . K.  R1 Daly 
Ma j or D .• L .  McKe and 

IN  ATTENDJ\NCE -
Mr . J .  Lorne Turner 

Ur . A .  1il . Narr away 

Mr , K,  M .  Cameron 

Mr 1 F .  G .  Goodsueed ., 

Colonel £ .  D .  H .  MacAlpine 

Confirmation of Minutes -

- C ommissioner 
M Deputy C ommis s ioner 
- Member  of C ounc il 

1 1  tt 
11 11 

- Se cretary . 

Acting Chairman of 
Dominion Ltmds Board 

- As sociate Dire ctor 
Top ographi cal and Air 
Survey Bur eau ,  and 
Chief  Aerial Surveys 
Eng ine er , 

- Chief  Engine er,  
Public Wor;rn Depart­
ment, 

- Dis trict  Engine er , 
P .W . D .  

- President, Dominion 
Explorers Limi ted,  

· I t  vrns moved by Mr . Gib s on,  s e conded by :Mr . Daly that 
the Minutes of the Forty- seventh S e s s i on of the No r thwest  
T erri toPies  council , held on  the 18th day of De c emb ep ,  1933,  
be  conf irmed .  

2 .  Matters o f  Urgent Importance -

( a) Mackenz i e  River improvements by Public  Works DepaPtment -

Bear River -
( i )  St ,  ChaPl e s  Rapids  ImpPovement. 

( ii) Portage Road. 
( i ii )  Al ternative route s .  

Mr . Rowatt said  that the S t .  ChaPl es  Rap ids road 
mattel' had b e en gone over bPi efly with Mr . Goo dspe e d  during 
the morning and ]\/Ir , Gibson summed up the s i tuation as follows -

The Northwest Territories Council had received a 
great deal of  conflicting testimony from various parties  
interested in transportation along the Gr eat Bear River , The 
transportation companies s eem to be  of the opinion that the 
portage road i s  unnecessary. The Hudson ' s  Bay Company reported 
that everything offered had been handl ed and the Company was 
prepared to  handle anything that would offer. On the other 
hand mining companies  which had heavy freight to be handl ed  
doubted whether it could be  taken over the Rapi ds and had urged 
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the completion of the portage road . The Deputy Minister or" 
Public Works h'1d been :,.sked if he would bring Mr. Goodspeed 
heri:: so th:,t Council might h"'.ve the benefit of his personal 
kno,7l edge of the situ?.tion ,0.nd be in a pos ition to place be­
fore the Minister of the Interior the fullest possible in­
form2. tion in the matter in order trot the Minister might mnkc 
a recommend,,tion to the Minister  of Public Works '1nd be pre­
pilred for discus sion in Trcnsury Bonrd at Estimr_;,te  time . 

Mr . Goodspeed s ':',id the re wn,s l it tle he could c1dd to 
what h0, d  been s:1id  in his report . $11 ,000 . h?,d been spent 
on the ro?.d ; it h2.d been clec.red the whole dist ·mcc '.lnd the 
larger portion placed in very good condition .  Slightly over 
:.i mile from the upper ond they h:1d run into muskeg . The 
muske g section h,d be en ditched rmd mnny culverts put in "Jld 
tho c '?srying ,w:;,y of the w,ter would not be c., d ifficult propo-
sit ion .  The ro '.1. d s till  needed to be completed 2.cross the 
mu$:eg •1nd 0, lr:md ing provided :: t the riv er shorr; ·1 t the upper 
end ,�he re the be ach W?,s no.rrow '.'m d the bm1k be twecn 80 ,,nd 90 
feet high. He said th:::.t they ho.d not h'1 d  much expe rienc G in 
roa d construction over frozen muskeg, but he had in mind le'.w­
ing the mos s as  ::m insulation from frozen ground ,md possibly 
:.idd t o  it vncn pl acing ro:i.d m0

, teri'll on top . The e stinn te 
submit ted to his Department this ye :cr would not incl ude  the 
gr2.ding of the muskeg portion of the roa d .  To do so it 
wo uld be no ccssary t o  h1 ve c1 tractor to lnnd le ro'l.d !Tft teri'11 
which was a v:c1ilc,blc locr:J. lY . 

As for the riv or rout e Mr. Goodspeod s :1id th�, t from 
the tnmsfer point of the Hudson • s  B3,y Comp:my o.t tho lower 
ond of the R,p ids for '.1 dis tmce of throe or three :i.nd r. h1.lf 
mile s there is '.1 cont inuous b,oulder bot tom . They found 1, 
cont rol d ep th of 2.bout 2 1 3 11 , in SOIIlEi plqces the re W '.lS a dep th 
of 4� . At a point three or three ::md 2 h'.llf miles 7b ove St . 
ChCJ. rl c s  Crce;k -:. reef or ledge exists  wh.ich c 211  be pe1.ssed 3. t  
its north end . About 2000 feet farther uu another reef or 
ledge extend s cle ar acros s the river.  This reef is about 
200 yards wide wi th a control depth o f  2 1 211 • 

Mr. Good speed  showed and explained to the membe rs 
of Council a number of p ic tures  he had t :1ken to illustrate 
the situ2.tion .  He also mrntioned  the fo.ct th1,t before pro ­
ceeding with the port.,ge ro'.,d the DepD.rtmcn t of Public works 
would like to know 'ffho w:1s going to us e it :ind if :1nyone 
would be putting a tr:,ctor on the ro:id to h:c:ndle freight . 

Colonel MacAlpinc of White E2.gle Silver Mines 
Limited,  C'1!11scll  Riv er, arrived rit this point 8.nd Mr. Gibson 
explained briefly wh, t discus sion h2,d taken plt1ce . Colonel 
MacAlpine sn.id that his Company lk,c1 500 to 1000 tons of 
freight to gc into Grc::o.t Be 01r Vcke this ye::ox , some ten ton 
pieces <1nd three fifteen ton pieces ,  nnd th'l t they would use 
the portJ.gG ro"'.d themselv es  this year. He could not s·w 
dcfini t ely th1, t they would in fut urc 2. s they did not care 

NWT Archives/©GNWT. Legislative Assembly/G-1979-042-11-3



- 3 -

to go into the transportati on business and would prefer to 
leave it to some othe r  company if satisfactory arrangeme nt s 
could te made . He thought any new mining company going 
into t he dis tric t would certainly use the road and expressed 
the opinion tha t the Hud mn I s BcW company did not apprecia t o  
what was i nvolved in h9lldl ing mining c ompany • s freight . 
Most of the freight hct d been carrie d upstream and had be en 
of package v 0.rie ty . His Company d oo s n ot propose a llowing 
their concent r,. tos to be carrie d over  the Rap ids in scows, 
as c1 loa d  would probably be worth ::1bout $250 , 000 , md the re 
was t oo much risk of los s .  He s?.id the transport J.tion 
seaso n was very short r:.nd if it could be lengthened by a 
month it woul d be well worth while .  Lo. tor there vrou.ld be 
some differen t  method Of trJnsport :-ition from t he Mackenzie 
to the Lake . The Mackenzie being open about a month before 
Gre:1t Bear L:Jke will result in a pil ing up of freight e.t 
Normqn . The Mackenzie opens not later th::i,n thE 1st July Md 
Gro'l.t Bo:1.r L8ke about the 1s t August . 

Mr. Gibson enquired wheth er in the event of the 
road being gone Rho ad with next summe r it would be fair to 
le ave it to all concerned to make th ei r own arrmgement s 
for the handl ing Of their freight . Colonel MacAl pine agreed 
that freighting might be lDft to private ent erprise . Mr . 
Goodspe ed s ciid that there would be a gre'tt de :11 of crit ic ism 
if the roc1.d were complc ted 'lnd not used . Colonel MacAlpine , 
on the o ther h:md ,  s2id th3. t there would be o. lot more cri ti­
c ism if the rmd were not comple ted and becaus e of th:1 t 
development were held up . He assured council Rgo.in that the 
road wo uld be us ed this ye ar if ready . His Company proposed 
tak ing in a go od sized tug thi s  year in three sections . To 
do so they had to h ave about twelve scows which they would 
use fer freight ing this ye ar . For the fUt ure it would depend 
on how mat ters wo rked out a s  they ri;igr,t use the Hudson 1 s Bay 
Company . 

Colonel MacAlpinc thought the Government should 
investigate thi s year the possibility of provi ding a means 
of tr2.l'.l sportation direct from the Mackenzie River to Groat 
Bear L:&::c and expressed the opinion that thcrc w:,s more 
justific ation for going ah co.d w1 th the construc tion of a 
railroad th ere tha,n th ere wo.s initi2.lly for the construc tion 
of the T.  and n.  o .  RailwRy. If such a l ine could be con ­
struc ted chc :1ply it should be conSidcrcd now .  If not the 
bigger scheme involving tr'm sport1.t1 on from Slave L'.lko to 
Bear Lctcc co uld be inv estigated .  

The fcict th2;t th e  ro1.d wo uld be availo.ble 8.S an 
al to!'m tive in c 3,se l ow wat er in the river precluded the 
use of bo:i. ts  in the R'.,pids I section was men tioned. 
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As for the use of tractors in winter ,  while they were ex­
cellent in wooded country up there in the lakes with strong winds 
and snow packed hard new trails would have to be broken e ach t rip 
which , in Colonel MacAlpine I s opinion , made the proposal hopeless .  

well . 

Mr . Gibson said there were three proposals to be considered� 

1 .  The completion of the road ;  
2 .  The possibility of improving navigation on the river ;  
3 .  Investigation of  al temative routes .  

Mr . Good speed thought th.e first had bee,n gone into fairly 

As for the improvems:mt of the river ,  the work that could 
be done depended entirely on the amount of money that was made 
ava ilable . They could blast out a channel in the river or could 
simply remove some of the boulders , but hG could not say that the 
channel vrould re:main cl car or the lcvGl of the water maintained . 
He had asked a captain and one of t11e pilots after a particularly 
hard trip what could be done to improve matters and they answered 
- not a thing. He had watched the ice bumping over the boulders 
and was satisfied  that they were moved by the ice . Colonel Reid 
had pointed out t o  him tr1a t Nature had provided a channel but the 
channel woul d not remain const:mt from yeur to year .  Mr . Good -
speed thought th.at the only work his Dcpo.rtmcnt could properly do 
would be to removG some of the larger boulders .  The opinion ·""18,s 
expressed tr1 :i,t the blasting out of the channel woul d prob:ebly re­
sult in a greater accumulation of boulders in the channel due to 
the rougher bottom and Mr . Goodspeed agreed .  To provide such a 
channel would be very costly , the minimum e q_uipmcnt Rlone would 
nec(3ssita.tc ::rn investment of some $37 , 000 . ::md no  one w:1s press­
ing for the work . 

Mr . Ro11ntt s .'.1id he understood from Mr . Parsons and Colonel 
Reid of the Hudson I s B3Y Comp,my , who were h ers a short time "\go , 
thc1 t they wc,rc content to hc:ndlc freight by the river without ,:,, 
portage ro1.d but th': t 1,ft:�nnrds it ',ppc :7,rcd thn, t the Comp::my de ­
sired improvement s in the river . Mr . Ca'lleron said that tl1 e  De­
partment of public Works hJ.d recei ved a letter from Colonel Reid 
in the past month demwding that something be done to improve 
navigation on the Repid s .  Mr . Go0C1 specd  did not 2,ppc:ir to 
underst·md Colonel Reid 1 s =ittitudc . 

Mr . Cumming said he had had a talk with Colonel Reid and 
explained the heavy expenditure tt1at would be involved in making 
a worth while attempt at improvement of the river channel ;  
Colonel Reid wanted to know what Mr . Goodspeed could do with 
$10 , ooo . or $15 , ooo . , and asked that buoys be placed along the 
channel . Mr . Cu'llllling said he took up seven or eight loads in 
different sized canoes and if he could have gone over the road 
he would certainly have done so as there was ,3onstant danger of 
damaging boats .. He would lil<c to see the Public Works Depart­
ment includo enough in their estimates to grade the last mile 
and a half and purchase a tractor . In addition ho thought the 
Public Wot'Ks Department should  remove some of the larger boulders 
from the river channel . 

As for the investigation of a more adeq_uate transportation 
system , Mr. Cumming thought tr1c Royal Canadian Air Force could 
se cure a lot of valuable information . 
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Mr. Goodspeed said that if they were going to grade the road 
that they would certainly have to have a tractor . 

Colonel MacAlpine said that his Company could probably take 
over equ ipment such as the tractor , scows , and outboard engine s ,  
when they had served the purposes of Ute Public works Department , 
but he thought it -would be just as well for the Publi c  works De­
partment to provide in its ostimates for the purch ase of the 
tractor . 

Mr. Goodspeed mentioned that the transuortation of frc;ight 
down s trca11 involved  a great deal more danger than taking it up 
the Rapids .  

Dr. McGill asked v,hat was the possibility of the river being 
chol(e d with traffic during the short navigation season . Mr . Good­
speed thought the number of boats could be increased tenfold. 
There is no trouble passing , the only congc;stion might oc cur at 
both end s .  Vlith the three boats thorc last season thov could 
handlJ 13 or 19 tons a day .  

Mr. Gibson asked wheth. er in the event of wharves being 
built they would assist those using the Rap id s .  ML Goodspeed 
said that as a matter of fact the Hudson 1 s Bay Company had built 
a very cheap structure this year at the upper end . A landing 
at the lower end could not be satisfactorily buil t .  If a Gov-
ernment wh2rf was built i t  would be available to the Hudson 1 s 
Bay Cornpa.ny for their bo:1t s .  

Colonel MacAlpine said th:;.t Eldor:i.do h:ld a 50  ton mill 
which started oper'1tlng in D9cember , ond with 8 to 1 ,  or even 5 
to- 1 ,  concentr:.ites , they would h-::ve at le'.1st 3 ,  ooo tons go dovm 
the river e:1ch year. His ovm Company should IP.Ve it s mill in 
operation next Decc;mbe r ::md would 11•:vc from 1 , 500 to  2 , 500 tons 
to move out the follm,ing sc .1son. Mr. Goodspeed mentioned th?,t 
some oth8r rnc,ms would h:we to be provided for h,,ndl ing that 
qu:1ntity of freight on tho M1.ckonzie . 

Colonel MacAlpine said that they had a problem on their 
own mnds at present which they could not delegate to anyone .  
They require a tug on the lake which should be used t o  keep 
their boilers suppl ied with loc:i.l coal . Otherwise they would 
probably contract with the Hudson 1 s Bo,y Company for th&ir trc1ns-
portation requirement s .  Having the tug on the l:J.ke tl1ey might 
as well use it , but it would be .1.v,1iL1.blc to the Hudson ' s B:-:,y 
Company for tc,ffic on the lake , al though of course tl1oir own 
requirements  would h.,ve priority . 

Mr . Cameron sai d that it VJould probably take all season 
to complete the road but Colonel MacAlpine thought they could 
have a tractor there by the middle of May if it was brought out 
by Fort St . John wl:1ere a good type of men could be employed and 
scows could be buil t .  BY using the Liard River route , men and 
equipment could be o.t Norman by the 15th Juno to work on the 
road .  Mr. Goodspeed was not so sure but said he could secure 
inform:1tion .as to the norrn:.::.l time of break-up by wirel ess from 
Norman . In 2..nswer to a query , Colonel MacAlpinc said that they 
would cert::1inly have a t r:1ctor on the road next yeo.r if no one 
else hJ.d . 
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Mr. Cruneron said their difficulty was that the road was 
first urged by the mining interests and that the Dep9:rtment 
of Public Works went ahe:1d wi th the work . The Hud son I s BC\y 
Compo.ny was opposed to the propos:11 ?J1d novi th.c mining com-
p2nic s :1ppe2.rcd to hE>.ve los t interest .  Colonel MacAlpine 
asked wh1. t was wan tcd . He s 1.id if it was backing th1. t vns 
required he could secure it . He thought 1.11 the mining 
comp2nios were interested 2nd the Northern Miner, which 
probably represents the interests of the mine rs , w :1s behind 
the scheme . He thought the Hudson 1 s B'.J,y Company 1 s opposition 
vns due to lack of underst<:ndin,g of wh 1.t vr::i.s involved in 
handling mining freight , 2l!d thought thi s  would be strJ.ightened 
out after he h:1d explained to the Comn:::ny the requirements of 
the mining companie s .  Ho intends asking the Hud son 1 s Bc,,y 
Compmy if they will put ::i, good sized tug on the lake . If 
not , his comp?.ny will , 2.lthough it vrnuld probably not pay for 
each comp,my to  have such a l':lrge bo2, t in that district . 

It w:1s mentioned that the Public Works Department had 
$12 , 000 . in their estimates for work on the road this year . 
Mr . Good speed thought that the placing of buoys might be 
looked after by the Hud son I s B:cy CompMy after the first few 
trips . The buoys being supplied by the Department of  Marine . 
Mr. C'lmeron said thet t they could hardly justify the inclusion 
of an i tern to improve the nnvig:,tion of the Rapids until they 
were convinc ed thJ.t some good result would follow . 

Mr. Gibson thought th1.t if the investigation of the more 
eletb.orate suggestions could be carried out from the :iir , pro­
vision should perh1.ps be m'.ldc by the committee on c1crial opcr-
:ttions . If they hJ.d to be made on the ground , fund s should 
be provided by "the Dep2,rtment of Public work s .  He suggested 
thJ.t the matter be first considered by the Acri Jl Committee . 

Summed up the opinion of Council w:is -

1 .  Thco. t the Port :1ge Ro .�,d should be completed , s upport 
be ing given to the inclusion of the $12 , 000 . in 
the Public works Estim�,tcs .  

2 .  Th:.i.t the Department of Mc1crinc should be asked to 
J.rra.ngD with the Hud son I s RW Comp,my about the 
buoying of th c chJ.nnel . 

3 .  The 1nvcstig:1tion of the more comprehen sive tr?J1s ­
porto,tion routes should be considered by the Aert 1,l 
Committee . 

Colonel MeccAlpine is to sec the other mining c ompanie s 
which he states r.rc prepared t o  express their support of the 
complc tion of the ro,,d , and to advise the Department as to 
thG resUlt of his discussions in Winnipeg with the Hudson 1 s 
Bay Company . 

Colonel MacAlp ine then retired. 

( ii)  Fort Smith W1.terfront -

-- ( Mr. C?meron s1,id thJ. t the first obj ection of his Dcpetrt -
ment to the expenditure of the 11.rge amount involved in the pro -
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tection of the water front i s  that most of the money would be 
spent j_n tl1e protection of private property , which as a matter 
of publ ic policy was tlie responsibility of the private int erests 
concerne d .  

Mr . Goodspeed said that the cond iti.ons exi sting a t  Fort 
Smith were very much the same as at waterw-ays. There was only 
a limited area at the foot of a hill and last year which was a 
bad one a large portion of the Hud son 1 s Bay frontage was washed 
out . 

Mr. Gibson asked whether ttiere was any alternative that 
would avoia this di:fficul ty and Mr. Cumming pointed out on the 
plan of the settlcm8l'lt , a suggestion that had been made to pro-­
vide a road a.nd possible landing farth er do,m s tream where the 
cutting o,vray of the river bank would not entail any serious 
problem . Mr. Goodspeed sni«'! he had not invest1ga ted thi s  pro-
posal and was not sufficiently familin r with the proposed si-t;e 
to express a definite opinion . 

It w:c,s agreed th:\ t the officer of the Department of the 
Interior at Fort Smith should be instru cted to make the necess­
ary s urvey- and submit plans showing the contour of' the land on 
whi ch Mr. Goodspeed might prepare :m e stimclte of the cost  of 
c:;_rrying through the altem2ctive suggestion . 

CoW1cil then adj ourned . 
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Minutes of a Meeting held at 3 p .m .  on the 
11th day of January , 1934 , in the office of 
Mr. H .  H .  Rowatt ,  C .M . G . , Commissioner of the 
Northwest Territorie s .  

PRESENT -

Mr . H .  H .  Rowatt - Commissioner ,  Northwest TGrri -
torics. 

Mr . R .  A. Gib son - Deputy commissioner ,  Northwest 

Mr . Ralph Parsons 

Mr . George Watson 

Mr . R .H . G.Bonnycastle 

Mr . K.  M .  Cameron 

Mr . F .  G.  Goodspeed 

Mr. J .  Lorne Turner 

Territorie s .  
- Fur Trade Commissioner ,  Hudson 1 s 

Bay Company . 
- East em Manager ,  Hud son I s Bay 

Company . 
- Western Manager , Hud son 1 s Bay 

Company . 
- Chief Engineer, Public Works 

Department . 
- District Engineer ,  Public works 

Department . 
- Acting Chairman , Dominion Land s 

Board , Department of Interior . 
Mr. Austin L .  Cumming - Chief Mining Inspector , De ­

partment of Interior . 
Maj or D .  L .  McKcand - Dominion Lands Administration , 

Department of the Intorior . 

Mr . Gibson explained that the Northwest Territories 
Council has to make recommendations  respecting Dominion Govern­
ment expenditures in the Northwest Territories ,  not only in 
�onnection with the Interior Departmcnti but other departments 
as wel l .  He said there was a conflict on of testimony res­
pecting the necessity for completing the portage road as be ­
tween the mining companie s nnd the t ransport::1,tion companie s 
and th::1,t when Mr . Parsons and Colonel Reid were in Ottaw:i :1 
short time :1go they s <::.id th·1t the Hud son 1 s Bay Compmy had 
handled everything th2.t had been offered o.nd were preo '.l.red to 
do so in future . Mr. P::rsons Said this W'.J.S qui te co rrect . 
At that time the representatives of the Hudson 1 s Bay Company 
did not say anything about river improvement s ,  but later on 
Colonel Reid asked that some thing be done .  Mr. Gibson aske d  
what improvements the Hudson 1 s Bay Company had in mind as 
work of that nature would involve a heavy expenditure .  

Mr . Parsons S:l.id that Colonel Reid and Mr . Goodspeed 
had not come to an agreement as to what could be done in the 
way of river improvement s ,  but that he (Mr .  Parsons ) and 
Colonel Reid thought that if the amount of money spen t  on 
the road had been spent on the improvement of the river channel 
something worthwhile might have been accomplishe d .  Mr. Par-
sons said he had not b een to the Rapids and could not say what 
work might be accomplished , but he understood from Colonel 
Reid that some of the boulders could be removed .  

Mr . Parsons raid that they could not use the road as it  
nould make the handling of the freight too costly . He added 
that the Hudson I s Bay Company proposed building a boat for use 
at Great Bear Lake which would cost  about $60 , 000 .  They were 
i::a.so going to have sea-going scows c onstructed and al together 
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would probably be spending about $100 ,000 . on transportation 
equipment . He said that their marine architect considered 
that they could not reduce the draught of this tug b�1ond 
4 1 6" loaded if it was to be sea-worthy , but the Company was 
asking that an effort be made to design one with a draught 
of 3 1 6" loaded .  

Mr. Parsons si,id that his Company had taken very he,wy · 
individual pieces of freight up the Rapid s  and he did not 
anticipate thr:t they would hr,ve any difficulty hl1Ildling wh2t-
cver wow,.d be presented . By means of loading lightly scows 
of l :,rge c :1.pacity he thought that they would not need more 
v,'ltGr th'ln Vf'.'.S QV:7.il;:,b,lc last ye :1r. He S'lid that with the 
equipment o.t  present on the river they c an hnndle about 2000 
tons in a season .  

Mr. Row0.tt mentioned that the mining compcanie s expe c ­
tec1 th1t they would h'we very v ,'.lU.'lble freight to be h':indled 
dmm strc::un and were 2,pparcntly not prcpctrcd to run the risk 
of h'lving it lost in the R\pids. Mr. Parsons snid th·1t the 
river ,  other th"!.n the Rapids stretch , W'lS quite safe and he 
thought that the concentn1.tes could be brought down stremi 
in sm:cller bo:1t s without any gre"1t risk:. The run down strC'.llil 
being m�,de in quick time . 

In QJ1swer to an enquiry Mr. Cumming S':iid that he would 
prefer going over the portage if he h'1d his choice of the 
raid or R:,.Pids. Mr. Parsons said th'lt this would probably 
be so in the case of small loads , but it is a different propo­
sition vrhen 1000 t ons or more of freight h·1s to be handled .  
He said that the suc cess or  failure of the ir enterprise depen ­
ded ent irely on the cost of handling the freight . 

Mr. Goodspeed said that the ro':Ld was etbout nine mil es 
long o.nd there were no steep grades . It w:w somewhat rough 
at present , gr'1ded to some extent , and some t-� and boul ·ders 
still have to be taken out . sr--.., ,-.-.ps 

Mr. Cumming rem::nked that if Mr. Goodspeed h:id been con­
vine ed that the channel could be improved 2. t a reasonable ex­
pense the ro,,d would not hs.ve been thought of . 

· Mr . Good speed said th'. t to blast c1w2y the ledge would 
ne cessit2te an expenditure of 1,bout $37 , 000 . on equipment . The 
ledge could be bL,sted avny but the rm. terial vmuld h'1.ve to be 
removed.  He had submitted estimates on a channel 50 1 wide , 
clc :ired to  depths of 4 1 , 3½ ' 1.nd 3 '  . He does not see how the 
work could be done without impeding navigation ilS their bo8. ts  
would hnve to be well anchored . With freight s cows passing 
some twen ty-four times q doy 'l.s they did last season it would 
be impossible for them to get any work done '1S thcy- would h�.ve 
to take in or drop their anchor line s e ach time . 

Mr . Po.rsons agreed th:i,t w1 th the short season avail'.1ble 
n:cvigJ.tton could not be held up . On further thought he said 
th'lt if a ro :,d were avJ.il2,ble Md later it turned out th 'lt 
some improvements in the channel would h1.ve to be m'lde , then 
the ro:1d could be used while thG chmnel was being cl e'l.red or 
deepened . 
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Mr . Go?dspeed  said that they could hardly get all 
the work done in a whole s eason, and to work unt i l  October 
would necessitate their  keeping the i r  men on pay long after 
work was no longer possible until  t hey could be brought out 
by plane, possibly in December . 

Mr . Goodspeed  said that whil e  .a water gauge was 
installed  when they commenced work 1 earlier records as t o  
rise  and fall on the river o r  Great Bear Lake were not 
available , 

Mr . Cameron said that they appreci at e d  the fact 
that the t ransportation o f  freight by water was much cheaper 
than other syst ems . The Public  Works men went in  there in 
1932 and aft er study came to t he conclusion  that t he channel 
could not be improved at a reasonable co st , and went ahead 
with the road .  The river consists  of a boulder bot tom and 
a ledge bot tom .  The ledge i s  quit e flat and t o  provide 
deeper water  would ne ces sitat e  blasting out about a mi le 
of channel .  Mr . Parsons asked whether  the boulder sect i on 
could riot be improved, le aving only about a mi le and a half 
of  ledge bot tom which would reduce t he ir  trouble t o  a 
considerable extent . Mr . Goo dspeed said that t he boulders 
were moved by the ice and there was no guarant e e  that i f  
the boulder section was improved . one year condi t ions would 
not be as bad as ever the following year . 

Mr . Cumming said Colonel  Re i d  t old him that he 
could not suggest anything £or the improvement of  the 
channel but would like t o  have Mr . Goodspeed see  what he 
could do . .  Colonel Rei d  had said he was not an engineer  
a�d di d 4noi think he should be asked what could  be done 
with a aefinite  amount of money . 

Mt . Parsons said t hat they could handle twice 
as much frei ght as they handle d last year ahd it hardly 
se emed neces sary t o  consider t he mat t er further now . 

Mr . Gibson remarked that i t  was quit e  poss ible 
that the channel might be worse next year or in future 
than it  was at the present and unle s s  some alt ernat ive 
were provided transport at ion would be held up and the 
development of the di strict retarde d .  Although it  would 
be easier to s imply say that the Hudson ' s Bay Company are 
prepared t o  handle all the freight presented ,  t he North­
west Territori e s  Council  di d not wi sh such a cri sis  to  
occur. 

Mr . Parsons thought that under the ci rcnmst ances 
the road should be proceeded with, part i cularly as the 
amount involved was only $12, 000 . t o  put{�n reasonably 
good  shape . 

Mr . Parsons remarke d here that Colone l  Re i d  was 
a wat er transportation man and naturally would press as 
strongly as possible for the improvement of the wat er rout e .  
He said that as soon as Colonel Rei d  real i zed  that no 
improvement s on the water  route could be made then he 
would support the road 100%. 
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Mr . Oameron remarked that the season of navigation 
was v ery shor t ;  that the cl earing out of  the channel would 
take at least . a  full �eason ,  rronably _ mbre; . that _ trans

.
portation 

along the Rapid s woula be  hel a up during tni s ne riod I that the re 
was no assur anc e tha t the channel would no t fi ll in aur ing the 
lo� s eason of cl osed navigation and that the s ame procedure 
wouL d have to be  gone through the years following with the 
resultant tying up o f  freight . He s ai d  he  und erstood the 
H1td son 1 s Bay Company ' s  v i ewpoint was that i f  the channel could 
be imnroved, they woul d li1!:e · the imr.Jrov ements mad e .  If no t ,  
they favoured the comnle t i on of the road . Mr . Parsons agreed " 

Mr . Goodspeed  sai d  that the road was being buil t  for 
caterpillar tr�ct ors ,  no t trucks , . and the $12 , 000 . e s t imat e was 
prepared  on thi s bas is . Mr . Cumnnng thought it would be bet ter  
no t t o  finish the road in  such a way that i t  would only be of  use 
to those  in nossession of caterpillar tractors . On the o ther 
hand Mr . Goo d speed exnressed  the opinion that i t  woul d be  better  
to  prov i d e  a ro ad that could be  used  by trac tors than spend the 
larger amount when i t  was not known d e finit ely that i t  would even 
be used for the handling of freight by trac tor . 

but d i d  
portage 

Mr . Parsons was inclined  t o  agree  with Mr . Cumming 
not think that cond i t ions would ever arise when the 
road would hav e to be used . 

Mr . Gibson also concurred in Mr . Oumming' s  opinion 
that the portage , to b e  use ful to  ev eryone; would liave to be  mad e 
fi t  at �east  for teaJns and . wagons and _ trucKs . Mr . Carµeron and 
1\llr . Gooa speGd  seemed to think that this  would b e  feasibl e .  

Mr . Goodspeed  remarked again tha t  there were no records 
availabla with resil_GC t  to the levol of  :che lak e  or r iver for a 
period of  years . Thei r  gauge mark d i d  show a consid erable change 
at t imes but thi s seemed to be  due to  ice  condi tions . One of  tlie 
Hud son ' s  Bay Company men remarked to him t hat at the end of the 
season t he water in t he Rapi d s  got a bit  "thin" . 

Mr . Cameron s ai d  t hat  ho  thought they had secured about 
all the informat ion they could expect ana the me et ing then 
ad j ourned . 
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Tha Deputy Mini ster of the Interior, 
Ottawa , C8nada. 

Dsar Sir,-

tlhi versi ty Jlllnseum, 
Oxtord. 

12th DecE111ber, 1933 . 

! refer to your letter of September 19th addressed to Mr . 
Shaakelton with regard to the Oxford University ExpeditiOill. to Ellesmere 

/ Land in 1934. nti sEJ:paditicm has now received the official approval of 
Oxford Uiliversi ty which has voted it a grant of i 100. It has also the 
approval of the Royal Geographical Society, fran whom a grant is prom• 
ised. 

I am writing to say that the Canadian Government wi ll not 
be expected to assume any responsibility in the event of any d isaster 
occurring. This responsibility will be definitely assumed by the on'ord 
University Exploration Club which will arrange to have a special home 
agent to act in emerge:11.cy . in consml.tation with members of the Club and of 
the Royal Geographical Society. At a later date, Mr. Shackelton will 
submit to you full detailed plans and any evidence that you may require 
of the proper equipment and financing of the Expedition. 

lileanwhile, I enclose a copy of the rules which govern our 
Expeditions, also reports of our last two Expeditions , one of which was 
to the Canadian ).retie .  In these reports , you will notice that there is 
a full statement of accounts.  I also enclose a copy of the paper published 
about our last expedition to the tropics which includes a preliminary not­
ice by Mr .  Shackelton on his survey work in Borneo. We definitely guarani/ 
tee that reports and copies of maps, charts ,  sketches , etc . ,  and photographs 
where required , .will be supplied to your Department �s soon as they are 
available after the hped ition•s return. 

I trust that this statement of our intentions will bs sufficient 
to meet the eondi tions laid down in your letter a!ld that you will be willing 
to lssue the required permits, and to give the Expedition all the support 
that is in your power. We hope that the Canadian Government may see its 
way at a later date to give SCll18 grant towards the expenses of the Expedit­
ion, which desires to work in full co-operat ion with your Department . 

Encls . 

Yours faithfully, 

( egd )  Charles Elton, 

Treasurer, o·.u. Exploration Club . 
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